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ASSOCIATION

Wow what a year! Being faced with a 
pandemic has altered everyone’s way 
of life in so many ways. While tough 
times present many challenges, they 
also can bring out the best in people 
and I think it’s where our community 
can truly shine. 

We had an excellent AGM, our first 
on Zoom. There were 78 registrations, 
three levels of government, and the 
majority of our 2020 board members 
and those standing for election in 2021 in 
attendance.

2020 HIGHLIGHTS
A COVID Scarboro Community response/
helpline was established and administered 
by many volunteers to keep community 
members safe and connected. For senior 
residents this included personal phone calls, 
wellness checks, as well as helping with 
shopping for groceries, prescriptions, fixing 
computers, and assistance in contacting loved 
ones. Over 50 community members were 
involved in this initiative and it truly stands as a 
measure of our terrific community. Thank you to 
everyone involved.

Through these times, communication has been key. 
We have been utilizing our newsletter and the e-blast system 
to send out important community information. We updated 
our social media with Facebook and Instagram accounts, 
and centralized our communications to one central address: 
hello@scarborocommunity.com. Our communications team 
continues to be excellent and ready and able to send important 
community messages. 

In terms of the SCA hall, we took the opportunity of the 
hall closure to get the hall re-painted, replaced leaking urinal 

fixtures 
in the 

men’s 
washroom, 

and repaired the 
eavestroughs to prevent 

ice damming on the roof 
and icy sidewalks. In addition, 

we improved the online booking 
process with a live Google calendar. 
Further repairs are planned for 

2021 which include fixing the cracks 
in the asphalt parking lot. Taking 

our lead from AHS guidelines, our 
community hall continues to be open 

when possible with additional cleaning 
requirements. We remain diligent and 

re-assess our hall situation regularly 
to ensure we meet AHS advisories and 

requirements under our insurance policy.
In terms of the Scarboro Planning 

Committee, local area planning policies 
continue to be drafted by the City of Calgary. 

This process continues to be monitored with 
feedback provided directly to urban planners 

as they work through the Guidebook for 
Great Communities. A survey of residents was 

completed, supporting further research into a 
heritage area designation. This work continues 

through preparation of a Historical Context 
Paper which will be evaluated by Heritage 

Calgary over the next few months. Lastly, there 
will be a reach out for historical research and 

documents such that this information can be shared 
on a digital platform/website. I thank the group for their 

efforts.
Preschool programming continues to be delivered with a near 

full occupancy showing the success and demand for preschool 
in the community and a testament to the ability of the preschool 
team, and most importantly the teachers who deliver quality 
programming year after year. We are truly blessed to have this 
resource in our community.

In addition, a group of highly-motivated residents initiated 
the idea for a leisure ice skating surface in Triangle Park - which 
is already up and running!
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NATALIE ODD, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR | 
ALBERTA ENVIRONMENTAL NETWORK

The provincial government’s plan to 
remove 164 parks from the Alberta 
Parks system (the “Optimizing Alberta 
Parks” plan) has created more questions 
than answers. After nine months, the 
government has not provided adequte 
information to Albertans and their 
direction is unclear.

Until we recieve confirmation that they 
will be stopping or reversing the plan, 
please continue to support our parks. 
Every lawn sign is a visual reminder for 
elected officials that people across the 
province oppose the plan to remove parks 
designations from 164 sites.

Recently, the Minister of Environment 
and Parks has said the Alberta 
government is preparing to update 
existing provincial parks legislation. Your 
voice will help shape future legislation.

Many lawn signs have been up for 
months. Please keep your signs up and 
keep talking to your neighbours about 
why it is important to you to keep 
Alberta’s parks protected as parks.

For resources and more information 
visit defendabparks.ca

++++++++++++++++++++++++
HELLO@SCARBOROCOMMUNITY.COM

Many of us don’t know who to contact 
or how to get information fanned out to 
the community in a timely fashion when 
it becomes necessary. Former board 
member, Olga Courtnage, has set up a 
new central email for us to use when 
we need to share information with the 
community in a timely manner (i.e., 
safety alerts, lost pets, prowlers at large, 
stolen and missing items etc.).

Please email hello@
scarborocommunity.com and let us know 
how we are doing!

THANK YOU SCARBORO COVID 
HELPERS 
To the dozens of community members 
(young and old) who have (and 
continue) to help out their neighbours 
during COVID-19. Your good deeds of 
mask making, shopping, gardening, 
shovelling, participating in special and 
safe outdoor COVID friendly birthday 
parties, driving, running small errands, 
fixing things, dropping off packages, 
books to read, etc. etc. have kept many 
connected and healthy since March. 
You are extraordinary citizens and 
wonderful neighbours. Your acts of 
kindness are all appreciated. Thank 
you and keep up the great work. 

LOOKING AHEAD INTO 2021 AND BEYOND
The groundwork for updating our community business plan has 
been laid. The SCA board started working through this process 
in 2020. The plan will likely include a survey to residents in the 
new year to confirm resident priorities. I encourage you to take 
part and provide as much feedback as possible.

The Board is and continues to assist residents with queries 
and concerns about Airbnbs, noise from the Crowchild, and 
concerns for community safety.

We are also exploring new ideas for community togetherness:
 » A playground sub-committee explores replacement of 

dated equipment and improvement of our park areas for 
enjoyment by all. 

 » A welcome wagon for new residents 
 » A perennial exchange 
 » Heritage walks 
 » A farmer’s market 
 » Food trucks 

We introduced a charitable giving-back initiative for the 
greater community and supporting Calgary Food Bank, Calgary 

Veterans Food Bank, and the Calgary Drop-In Centre. During 
times like these, it’s crucial we identify and support the needs of 
our hardest hit populations. I know we have the community to 
support this important endeavour. 

All the talk of vaccines has us excited to get back to some of 
the regular community programming we’ve enjoyed for many 
many years if possible under provincial guidance (i.e. soccer, 
BBQ, community cleanup, dinner club, holiday carolling, 
garden tour, joint events with Sunalta/CTC). Please look for 
further guidance as we get into the new year.

Lastly, I’d like to thank the directors who are stepping down 
for their tireless dedication and commitment to our community: 
Lorenzo Lecce, Pritha Kalar, Michael Spencer, Desirae 
Robertson, and Olga Courtnage. To our returning directors, it’s 
my pleasure to continue serving with you in 2021: Vita Leung, 
Sharon Nettleton, Nicole Donatti, Tarra Drevet, Brad Sinex, 
and Peter Strickland. I’d also like to take a moment to welcome 
new directors Karen Abernethy, Katrina Edgerton-McGhan, Pat 
Maguire, Karin Gashus, Brent Fraser, and Tamara Fleet. We 
have another formidable team and I look forward to another 
incredible year.

Defend Alberta Parks
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
AND THE MAIL MUST GET THROUGH 
Our neighbourhood, short-wearing, 
kindhearted Canada postman Hugh, 
continues to go out of his way to make 
sure the mail gets through.

Noticing a mistake that had been made 
by a private delivery service, (a parcel 
incorrectly left on one doorstep a block 
away) was kindly re-delivered to the 
rightful owner by Hugh the next day.

Now that is excellent service! Thank 
you Hugh for keeping a watch over the 
‘hood and all our mail and parcels. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
SHORT STREET - LITTLE FREE LIBRARY 
(LFL) 
The lid to Scarboro’s Short Street 
Park Little Free Library was found in 
disrepair and reported by a neighbour in 
November. It has kindly been repaired 
(thanks Rob and Peter Mulloy) but could 
use some filling up with books over the 
holidays.

Many may not even be aware of the 
‘book bench’. This LFL is uniquely 
located on the backside of the park 
bench. 

Stop by, drop off, and pick up a new 
book, and sit on the bench to read the 
first few pages. Visit the LFL over the 
holidays.   
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Clockwise from top left: TENNIS CLUB, SUNALTA RAVINE CA. 1936, TRIANGLE PARK 
KOFFEE KLATSCH: 2020, ROYAL SUNALTA PARK: 2019, ROYAL SUNALTA PARK 2020 
Image credit: Glynn Wright

GLYNN WRIGHT  

The Calgary Public Library has a variety 
of recently acquired books on gardening, 
including Attainable Sustainable, Garden 
Alchemy, and for children four to seven 
years, What Grew in Larry’s Garden, all 
of which could be interesting, potential 
Christmas presents? I was recently gifted 
the 2020 book, The Well-Gardened 
Mind – the Restorative Power of Nature, 
and find it interesting from several 
perspectives, including understanding 
gardening practices over millennia. 
Equally appealing are the now-obvious 
similarities between various conflicts, 
and pandemics and 2020 in terms of how 
society has reacted to those problems. 
The reports of food and vegetable 
gardening in the WWI trenches amaze 

SCARBORO GARDEN SCENE

Gardening Books, et al
me, while reports of the positive impacts 
of contact with nature gives me optimism. 
The author, Sue Stuart-Smith, is a 
psychiatrist and psychotherapist…married 
to a very well-known garden designer, and 
praise for the book is offered by Stephen 
Fry and Monty Don, but this book is about 
people, their struggles and successes as 
related to contact with gardening: it is not 
about gardening.

Although recent research has 
demonstrated and quantified how good 
gardening is for individuals and societies, 
the Well-Gardened Mind covers many 
aspects of the social benefits of gardening 
across all walks of life in the past and 
in this century. This includes Frederick 
Law Olmsted and his family’s community 
design philosophy of bringing relief to city 
centre residents who need natural areas 

for relaxation and rejuvenation: an escape 
from the stresses caused by the industrial 
revolution and from the consequences 
of war and epidemics. The author quotes 
Olmsted senior, “The enjoyment of the 
choicest natural scenes in the country 
and the means of recreation connected 
with them is thus a monopoly, in a very 
peculiar manner, of a very few rich people. 
The great mass of society, including 
those to whom it would be of the greatest 
benefit, is excluded from it.”

The long-term positive influence on 
generations of Calgarians by creative 
community designers and the Calgary 
Parks Department can be seen in Triangle 
and Royal Sunalta Park, amongst others, 
and the former facilities provided in the 
“pre-Crowchild Trail” Sunalta Ravine. 
How lucky we were  — and are.
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FROM THE DESK OF COUNCILLOR WOOLLEY

Winter Holiday Fire 
Safety
Festive celebrations, flickering lights, and winter greens are all 
hallmarks of winter holidays, but they also present fire risks 
that can quickly turn festivity into devastation. 
Check out these tips for keeping you and your family safe 
during the holidays:
1.  Keep pets and children at least three feet away from lit 

candles, the stove and oven, especially when cooking.
2.  If you’re putting up a real Christmas tree, make sure it’s 

fresh and water it daily to prevent it from drying out and 
becoming a fire hazard.

3.  If hanging lights, make sure you are following the 
manufacturer’s instructions about how many lights can be 
connected to prevent electric shock and fire.

4.  Keep anything that can burn away from heat sources. Also, 
consider using flameless candles as an alternative to real 
ones when decorating.

5.  Don’t overload electrical outlets. Plug strings of lights 
directly into wall outlets and keep the number to a 
minimum.

6.  Replace any strings of lights that have worn or broken cords 
or loose bulb connections – these can easily start a fire. Also 
make sure you’re using indoor lights indoors and outdoor 
lights outdoors.

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES
ALBERTA HEALTH SERVICES

Emergency Medical Services (EMS) respond to a number of 
cold weather emergencies every winter. However, you can 
reduce your risk of sustaining a cold weather emergency by 
taking a few precautions. Dress with warm insulating layers 
closer to the body and cover with wind and waterproof layers 
on the outside. Don’t forget a toque. Carry an emergency road 
side kit in your vehicle containing extra clothing, blankets, 
and emergency supplies. Make sure that your cellular device is 
completely charged. 

FROSTNIP
 » Frost-nipped skin is extremely cold, but not yet frozen skin; 
 » It commonly affects the ears, nose, cheeks, fingers and toes;  
 » The skin may look red and possibly feel numb to the touch;
 » When treated promptly, frostnip usually heals;
 » Move to a warm environment and immediately, but gently, 

re-warm the affected area through skin to skin contact (i.e. 
hand covering tips of ears).

FROSTBITE
 » Frostbite occurs when skin becomes so cold, the skin and 

underlying tissues freeze;

 » Affected skin may look white and waxy and will feel hard to 
the touch;

 » Move to a warm environment immediately and place the 
affected area in warm, not hot, water, until fully re-warmed;

 » Seek further medical attention as required.

HYPOTHERMIA
 » Hypothermia is abnormally low body temperature, less than 

34°C (as compared to normal body temperature of about 
37°C);

 » Early hypothermia may manifest as profound shivering; 
moderate hypothermic patients may act inappropriately: 
stumbling, mumbling, and fumbling, as their body 
temperature continues to drop resulting in severe 
hypothermia (<30°C); 

 » Left untreated, severe hypothermia may progress to 
unconsciousness or death;

 » Early recognition and prompt medical attention is key. Don’t 
forget to protect yourself from the factors that originally lead 
to the patient’s situation; 

 » Initiate gentle re-warming as quickly as possible. Remove 
any wet or constrictive clothing; cover with blankets, or 
sleeping bags. Protect from further heat loss: eliminate 
contact with cold surfaces, and shield from wind and 
moisture.

Cold Weather Safety

7.  Once the holidays are over, safely and responsibly dispose 
of your tree, away from your home, garage or anything that 
could catch on fire.

8.  Make sure you have working smoke alarms in your home 
and create a home escape plan that you have practiced with 
your family.

Be safe - don’t let a fire ruin your holidays!
For more tips, visit calgary.ca/csps/fire/safety-tips/safety-

tips-for-home/holiday-and-winter-fire-safety.html

The 27th Annual Calgary Awards 
nominations open January 6
In an extraordinary year, extraordinary Calgarians made 
a difference. Through their exceptional achievements and 
contributions, many Calgarians made life better. This is your 
opportunity to recognize deserving individuals, businesses, 
and organizations who have improved the quality of life in our 
community.

The Calgary Awards celebrate exceptional achievements and 
contributions made by Calgarians. Look to your neighbours, 
colleagues, community leaders, local groups, and companies 
who could qualify as award recipients. 13 awards are available.
Deadline is Wednesday, February 10, 2021. For information on 
award categories, eligibility criteria, how to nominate someone, 
and previous award recipients, visit calgary.ca/calgaryawards.
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News from Scarboro 
United Church 
LAURA MALONEY
MANAGER | SCARBORO UNITED CHURCH

Everyone is welcome to attend an online service for Longest 
Night at 7:30pm on December 21. This is a simple service 
of prayer, music and candlelight; a reprieve from the stress 
of the season - especially this year. (There will be a very 
small outdoor service at 6:30pm, for which folks will have 
to reserve a spot in advance by contacting the church office. 
This will be limited to 9 people who will be required to mask 
and distance appropriately.)

On Christmas Eve we will have one online service at 7pm, 
everyone is welcome to attend.

Links for both of these services will be available on our 
website. 

If ever there was a year where we could identify with an 
Advent season of waiting and preparing, this is it. Wishing 
all of our neighbours a healthy holiday season of hope, peace, 
love and joy. 

 
office@scarborounited.ab.ca | 403-244-1161  
scarborounited.org | @scarborounited | united in diversity

IN MEMORIAM

John Paul Twyman 
February 3, 1930 Sherbrooke Quebec – November 11, 2020 
Calgary, Alberta 

Scarboro lost a neighbour, a friend, and a caring community 
member of 50 years on November 11, 2020. John Twyman and 
his wife Marion moved to their home on Scarboro Avenue in 
1969. Their three children, Kristina, Geoffrey and Nicholas, 
grew up in this home and all still have strong connections to 
the community and neighbouring Sunalta. The Twyman’s 
home was filled with books, interesting art (many pieces 
painted by Marion), and collectables from travels around the 
world, uniquely presented on colourfully painted walls. Their 
home was a restful and welcoming place. John and Marion 
were caring neighbours and friends to many in Scarboro. They 
especially looked out for those who needed a little lift – a visit, 
some cheering words, a smile. John supported and attended the 
Coffee Klatsch (he often needed a little encouragement but said 
he was glad to attend and stay in touch) right up until he left 
their home in the year after Marion died. John had a long career 
in the oil patch and loved to ski and hike in the mountains. 
He was a reader, an intellectual, a kind and gentle soul, a 
gentleman. He had a twinkle in his eye and always something 
witty to say. John will be greatly missed by many. 

Due to the current COVID restrictions no ceremony is planned 
at this time. Memorial tributes may be made in his name to 
Defend Alberta Parks at defendabparks.ca. 
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Our community, true to its reputation, has been extremely 
active, both within the neighbourhood (providing feedback on 
applications for development and pro-actively maintaining the 
caveat); and with the City, exercising a strong voice in municipal 
planning (commenting on the Municipal Development Plan, the 
Guidebook for Great Communities and the upcoming bylaw for 
low density residential districts). 

The Planning Committee has been put to the test this 
past year. It’s not every day that we see the City introducing 
sweeping changes to its Planning System to add significantly 
more density, while also protecting heritage. This summer, we 
saw the adoption of policies to protect historic streetscapes. 
In the latest version of the Guidebook, to be released in late 
December 2020, we expect to see an area tool for applying 
discretionary rules to entire areas. (The whole is greater than 
the sum of its parts, as we say when we speak of heritage 
districts. A heritage site is worth far more in an area that is 
protected by guidelines for contextual redevelopment.) On 
November 24, we saw Council approve a $1 million increase 
to the heritage grant program for non-residential historic 
buildings. This marks the first time that the City has adopted 
measures to assist with the retention of heritage commercial 
and industrial buildings. Did you know that it was your 
Chair of Planning that wrote the letter for our City’s Business 
Improvement Areas (BIAs), which garnered the signatures from 
12 BIAs in the City, including our very own 17th Avenue SW! 

On the topic of heritage, Scarboro is undoubtedly one of the 
most significant heritage areas in the city. In conversations 
with heritage experts in Toronto, Edmonton and Vancouver, it 
is often said that Scarboro would meet the criteria for federal 
historic designation, not to mention, provincial or municipal. 
Our challenge has always been with the availability of tools for 
protection. Only the municipality can truly offer protections 
through bylaws and policies. And only just over the past year, 
we’ve seen the toolkit for heritage protections greatly improve. 

In service to the community, here’s a compilation of the 
Planning Committee’s most significant accomplishments.

REVIEW OF DEVELOPMENT PERMITS & SUBDIVISION 
APPLICATIONS
 » 3 discretionary permits – reviewed with feedback from 

adjacent neighbours sent back to the City 
 » 1 SDAB review – the contextual development permit 

(requiring no relaxations to the bylaw) turned into a 
discretionary permit and warranted a review by the 
Subdivision & Development Appeal Board (SDAB) 

PROTECTION OF ‘GEORGE ANDERSON’ CAVEAT (A TYPE OF 
RESTRICTIVE COVENANT)
 » 30-foot setback protected on Sudbury Ave this year 

(adjustments to architectural drawings); 
 » Joined efforts with other communities that have restrictive 

covenants to share best practices; 
 » Calgary Real Estate Board (CREB) reinforced education 

of realtors, due to our coalition, about the requirement to 
disclose covenants to prospective buyers when a property 
goes up for sale; 

 » Summary of the George Anderson caveat drafted & 
published on the Community’s website; 

 » Standard process implemented to send packages to realtors 
(for new properties on the market) with a short letter stating 
that there are RCs in this neighbourhood and that it is the 
vrealtor’s responsibility to notify potential buyers of an RC. 

We are pro-actively raising awareness about the caveat to real 
estate agents and prospective buyers. The caveat protects the 
original Olmsted design for this neighbourhood. It is because 
we have a caveat that the historical integrity of John Charles 
Olmsted’s design is what it is today. 

OUTREACH WITH SCARBORO RESIDENTS
 » Nov 2019: Townhall on Planning matters & information 

flyers delivered 
 » Dec-Jan 2020: Planning & Development updates on the 

Scarboro Community’s website 
 » Jan 2020: FAQs about Heritage Districts delivered by mail 
 » Jan 2020: film screening & public lecture on the Olmsted 

firm by Laurence Cotton (NAOP); offered at the Hall and 
City Building Design Lab for general public (approx. 180 
attendees total) 

 » Feb 2020: presentation on George Anderson caveat by 
Lillian Pan (Q.C., Partner of Dentons, LLP)

 » Feb 2020: Townhall on Planning matters 
 » March 2020: Survey on Planning (policies for area planning 

& heritage), 270 responses received 92% of respondents 
voted to support research for heritage area designation

 » Ongoing newsletters, following the onset of Covid-19.

COMMENTS TO THE CITY ON PLANNING ISSUES
 » 3 letters sent to Councillors RE: The Guidebook for Great 

Communities (policies for area planning) 
 » 3 letters sent to Councillors RE: Heritage Policies 
 » 2 letter sent to Councillors RE: Municipal Development Plan 
 » March 4, 2020: letter signed by multiple communities 

presented to the Committee for Planning & Urban 
Development (PUD). Scarboro’s Chair of Planning wrote the 
letter and arranged for 17 communities to sign, representing 

Planning: A Year in Review 
TARRA DREVET | SCARBORO PLANNING COMMITTEE CHAIR 
PLANNING@SCARBOROCOMMUNITY.COM
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Wards 1, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 11. 
 » Weeks later, a letter was signed by 42 communities across 

Wards 1, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11 to postpone the decision to make the 
Guidebook statutory, during the onslaught of the pandemic. 

 » June 5, 2020: 8-page letter of comments written by 
Scarboro’s Chair of Planning on the proposed amendments 
to the MDP. These comments led to the reversal of many of 
the proposed changes, notably the language on ‘low density’ 
and the preservation of neighbourhood character. 

 » Email forum created to facilitate communication amongst 
communities about planning matters; other “multi-
community letters” were signed and sent to Council, 
including letters on parking, etc. 

 » Aug-Nov 2020: Chair of Planning participated in workshops 
led by urban planners to rework the urban form categories 
(building blocks) in the Guidebook, and provided extensive 
commentary for amendments. At the final session in 
November: area tool for heritage introduced; enabling policy 
to identify areas where only single detached dwellings are 
allowed. First time the Guidebook team acknowledges the 
need to identify areas with single detached dwellings. 

OTHER AUDIENCES FOR WRITING OR SPEAKING ABOUT 
SCARBORO 
 » Interview with CBC Eyeopener about Scarboro as a ‘heritage 

district’ (Feb 28, 2020) 
 » Article for Field Notes e-newsletter, National Association for 

Olmsted Parks (NAOP) 
 » Article for Reader Rock Garden about John Charles Olmsted 

and William Reader (by Glynn Wright) 

HISTORICAL RESEARCH
 » Awarded grants by First Calgary Bank & Calgary 

Foundation; the province’s heritage research grant program 
was suspended for 2020 due to Covid-19, aiming to reapply 
in Feb. 2021.

 » Funds to be used to pay for the professional services of 
Jeanie Gartly (heritage conservationist); Harry Sanders 
(historian); David Mittelstadt (historical biographer); Zoe 
Crandall (Master’s student in landscape architecture at 
University of Calgary). 

 » Volunteers have put in hundreds of hours to write an 
extensive research paper for Scarboro. Unlike many 
historical neighbourhoods in Calgary, such as Ramsay, Cliff 
Bungalow-Mission, Chinatown or Mount Royal, Scarboro 
has never been the object of historical inquiry. Aside 
from Norval Horner’s historical write-ups in the Scarboro 
Newsletter (1994-95) and one short paper written by Walter 
B. Yeo in 2000, historical research had to rely on many 
primary sources. 

 » Historical Context Paper for Scarboro is currently going 
through its final edits. Research focuses on the design for 
Scarboro, in a North American context: the design of a 
picturesque suburb by John Charles Olmsted. The social 
history and development of Scarboro is documented 
across historical eras: Pre-1903 - The Land and the First 
People’s; 1901-1911 - Involvement of Canadian Pacific 
Railway; 1909-1912 - City Beautiful Movement, Olmsted 
Design & Marketing; 1913-29 - Real Estate Booms and 
Urban Development; 1930-1945 - Depression and WWII 
Community Impacts; 1945-1960 - Community Build-Out to 
Current Scarboro; 1960s to present - Community Challenges 
and Opportunities. Compelling chapters detail Scarboro’s 
horticultural history, architecture and streetscapes. This 
written history is supplemented by maps of Scarboro’s 
development, a chronological history, places of interest list 
and persons of interest list. 

 » The Statement of Significance for Scarboro is also going 
through final edits. The Statement is a 4000-character 
summary of the heritage significance of Scarboro that would 
be submitted to Heritage Calgary in December, so Scarboro 
can be considered for the historical resources inventory. 
This is the first time in Calgary that an area (not just a site) 
will be considered for inclusion on the inventory. 

 » Once the evaluation of Scarboro is complete (assuming 
Heritage Calgary agrees to accept an area on the inventory), 
the Planning Committee will be informed of the ‘character-
defining elements’ for this designed suburb. Then, and only 
then, can we come back to residents with information to 
have a discussion about possible implications of heritage 
area designation. In the meantime, the policies for heritage 
protections in Calgary are being further revised. 
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LOOKING AHEAD AT 2021
A new approach for area planning is underway that divides the 
city into some 42 districts, each one to have residents tasked 
with creating an area plan that enables population growth 
while balancing the needs of retention and enhancement of 
neighbourhood character. Heritage has pride of place in these 
plans. The historical diversity of Calgary’s communities is what 
gives the city character. 
In late December 2020, urban planners will release a revised 
version of the Guidebook for Great Communities. The 
Guidebook will go to PUD for possible approval on January 
13th 2021. This gives communities less than two weeks to 
consider a book of policies substantially changed and to provide 
written comment on these by January 6th 2021, if we want 
our comments to be considered and made public. Needless 
to say, letter writing has already begun to postpone the 
decision to approve the Guidebook, so that communities and 
other interested parties have time to review. At the moment, 
the Guidebook and the North Hill Plan (draft area plan) are 
scheduled to go to Council in March 2021. 

The Scarboro Community Association’s website will see pages 
added for the history of Scarboro in the New Year. We aim to 
publish the Historical Context Paper and make pages interactive 
so that residents are able to consult archives and submit new 
stories, photos, maps or whatever can help to enrich our 
community history! We’re excited to share the first phase of 
work with you and we hope that you’ll offer up your stories and 

family histories or memories for inclusion in the archives. 

JOIN ME IN THANKING… 
Many, many, many, many thanks go out to the people who have 
made these projects possible in the past year. In terms of their 
involvement, please join me in thanking these superstars. 

 » Review of Development Applications: Lorenzo Lecce, Tarra 
Drevet, Gerry O’Brien 

 » George Anderson Caveat – research & protection: Lauren 
Ghent, Lillian Pan, Lyndsay Campbell, Brent Fraser, John 
Reynolds 

 » Comments on City Planning: Tarra Drevet, Brent Fraser, 
Karin Gashus, Lyndsay Campbell 

 » Communication & Survey for Scarboro 
  » Communication Plan: Karin Gashus 
  » Townhalls: Meghann Springet, Maura Graham, Lauren 

Ghent, Brent Fraser, Glynn Wright 
  » Spreadsheet of residents: Babak Shafiei, Brent Fraser, 

Lauren Ghent 
  » Collection of emails: Denyse Fair, Nadia McInerney, 

Kathi Sundstrom, Yolanda Liu, Peter Strickland, Karen 
Abernathy, Nicole Donatti, Brent Fraser, Jocelyn Daw & 
Bob Page  

 » Historical Research on Scarboro: Justine Wade, Glynn 
Wright, Tarra Drevet, Sheena Trotter-Dennis, Lyndsay 
Campbell, Norval Horner, as well as: Jeanie Gartly, Harry 
Sanders, David Mittlestadt, Zoe Crandell, Kerri Rubman 

 » Oral Histories: Carolyn Guichon, Sharon Nettleton 
 » For the historical research, special recognition goes to 

Jeanie Gartly for her patience and enthusiasm with us 
resident volunteers. We continued writing and research 
despite the pandemic… She is the glue that held us together.

 » Special thanks to Allan Mar, Mary Axworthy, Dean & Paula 
Patry, and Harvey Bernbaum for your advice and support as 
we navigated 2020! 

Have a wonderful Christmas and Happy New Year! 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Call for stories
Do you have stories about raising your family or growing up in 
the neighbourhood prior to 1970?  If so, we would like to speak 
with you. The Scarboro Community Association is compiling 
stories about the neighbourhood and its homes as part of a 
historical project. Please contact:

Sharon Nettleton snettleton@shaw.ca | 403-228-1562, or 
Carolyn Guichon carolynworks@shaw.ca | 403-229-0860

CHAPTER 1 Their Eyes Were Watching God, Zora Neale Hurston

CHAPTER 2 The Henna Artist, Alka Joshi

CHAPTER 3 Wickett’s Remedy, Myla Goldberg

CHAPTER 4 Meditations, Marcus Aurelius 

CHAPTER 5 Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine, Gail Honeyman

CHAPTER 6 Born A Crime, Trevor Noah

CHAPTER 7 Americah, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
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SHARON NETTLETON

Many of you might have noticed the new neighbourhood 
addition for this winter that will hopefully become a winter 
tradition in Scarboro - the Triangle Park Skating Rink!

Some action-oriented neighbours and skating enthusiasts 
acted quickly on the City of Calgary’s invitation to Adopt-A-Rink 
for Scarboro. Thanks to Lorenzo Lecce, Bruce MacEachern and 
Trevor McLeod for leading this initiative! Seeing the need for 
more ice surface during the pandemic, Triangle Park will have a 
leisure skating surface this year. The first time in a little over 50 
years! The team of neighbourhood volunteers worked quickly 
to engage Triangle Park residents for a sight-line survey and 
received 100% support (thank you Scott).

By the time you get this newsletter you will have already seen 
skaters out since they “broke ice” in late November! We hope 
to see many skaters on both rinks so sharpen your blades and 
get out onto the ice. Many thanks to our Scarboro/Sunalta Rink 
Team: Brad Sinex, Wenjie Wu, John Reynolds, Nick Twyman, 
Rick McFerring and Gavin Kraeme. Thanks also to our Adopt-
A-Rink tenders: Cairns Price, Trevor McLeod, Jay Headrick, 

Shifting forward  
Shut off your car in the winter and summer

LINDA M | SHAGANAPPI GUEST WRITER

 WINTER
 » Instead of running a parked vehicle for 5–30 minutes to 

warm it up, drive it. In my 2000-era super-sized minivan, 
on a -25°C morning, it takes only 9 minutes of driving for 
the cold engine to start generating heat. Idling statistics 
can be found by doing an internet search for “idling 
vehicle emissions” or reference afdc.energy.gov/files/u/
publication/idling_personal_vehicles.pdf

 » Windshield frost prevention: Put an old sheet/blanket 
across your windshield at night to prevent frost/ice build 

New Skating Rink!

Phil Schiebel, Bruce MacEachern, Scott Taylor, Tom Mcinerney, 
Gerry Doering, Oliver Sinex, Allen Selley, Regis Drevet, Ben 
Taylor, Gord Chalk and John Stewart. There are so many great 
efforts being made to help keep us sane, healthy and active 
during this unique winter season! 

Please follow Alberta Health guidance and restrictions when 
participating in outdoor activities. 

Outdoor sport, recreation and physical activity is permitted, 
as long as they are physically distanced, follow guidance and 
abide by the outdoor gathering limit.

Skating at an outdoor rink is permitted. Physical distancing 
must be maintained at all times. Anyone playing hockey at an 
outdoor rink should observe physical distancing and abide by 
all public health measures.

More than 10 people can be at a rink if it is not a social 
gathering, e.g., unrelated skaters who are not socializing and 
staying 2m apart from those not in their household.

Effective November 27, community centres are closed 
for in-person services. If recreating outdoors, Albertans are 
encouraged to dress warmly and be prepared for the possibility 
that there may be no supporting services available.

up. This prevents the need idle the engine in the morning.

SUMMER
 » Avoid running your car to keep it cool. Roll down the 

windows. Park in the shade. Don’t go to drive-thrus. Instead 
park, turn off the vehicle and walk into the building to order.

In general, we feel entitled to comfort. It’s easy to forget 
that running a vehicle to make the inside temperature more 
acceptable pollutes the air we all breathe. Many times, idling is 
completely unnecessary. 

This is the first article in a series. The intention is to introduce 
the concept that simple adjustments in our daily lives make a 
big difference — especially if a lot of people shift together.
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Safety Corner
CONSTABLE SHEPPARD, 4386
DISTRICT 2 COMMUNITY RESOURCE OFFICER 

Some of us have unfortunately experienced car prowling. This is 
when a person(s) enters your vehicle, where it is locked or not, 
with the intention of stealing property. The entry is either by 
opening a door or physically breaking into the vehicle.  

A high percentage of these offences have been caused by 
an offender entering through an unlocked door and items of 
property being left out in plain sight for the offender to easily 
take. We can make a direct connection between unlocked 
vehicles and break and enters. Car prowlingss become break and 
enters when garage openers are stolen from unlocked vehicles, 
then used to enter into garages or a house through the garage.

Last year the Calgary Police Service introduced the 9pm 
routine: things to check on at 9pm to help ensure your family 
and property is safe before bedtime. It has been very successful. 

 
OTHER CRIME PREVENTION TIPS YOU MAY FIND HELPFUL
 » Garages and Houses: Protect your valuables: Put curtains or 

blinds up to cover windows in the garage or house, so thieves 
can't look for items to steal (including cars in garages).

 » Make it secure: Ensure the door between your house and an 
attached garage is always locked. It should swing inward into 
the garage, be solid core, and have a deadbolt lock. The same 
goes for other exterior person-doors on your garage. If your 
garage is detached, then always make sure the person-door 
is secure. The main overhead garage door should only be 
open when you are present. Keep all garage doors closed and 
locked, even when you are home. 

 »  Check your locks: Secure person-entry doors with deadbolts 
(which need to be operated from the outside with a key).

 » Make it bright: Install lights near your garage to light the 
area around doors and windows: these can be motion sensor 
or photo (light) sensitive, so they turn on automatically when 
someone walks past or at dusk.

 » Put up a number: Put your house number up on your 
garage, especially if it opens up onto a back alley. This helps 
emergency personnel quickly identify your home.

 » Keep records: Catalogue garage contents, including serial 
numbers of valuables and vehicle identification numbers. 
Take photographs, videos or make digital recordings of the 
contents to help police and your insurance company.

 » Double-check: Never drive away without checking your 
overhead garage door is down. Also check operation of 
automatic doors once a month for safety (read instruction 

booklet or contact the door’s manufacturer for details).
 » Maintenance: Keep bushes trimmed back from garage 

windows, to avoid letting thieves hide in bushes in. Thorny 
bushes are a great deterrent.

 » Double up: Lock up vehicles and high-value items such as 
lawnmowers even when they’re inside the locked garage.

 » Out of town: Disconnect automatic garage door opener.
 » Turn it off: Never leave your vehicle idling alone in an open 

garage, even if you lock the doors. It costs the environment 
in emissions, and could cost you when a criminal bypasses 
the door lock in seconds.

 » Hide your valuables. Wherever and whenever you park, 
remove valuables from your vehicle. If it is not practical to 
do so (i.e., the middle of a shopping day), hide valuables in 
the trunk, or where they are out of sight, and then move the 
vehicle to a different place in the parking lot. Thieves watch 
parking lots to see who is stashing shopping bags and then 
heading back into the mall.

 » Garage opener: Take it with you into the house. This is the 
number one way offenders enter garages, by stealing the 
opener from the car.   

 » Stow it right. If you have a garage, use it and lock it. If you 
don’t, choose a parking spot that’s as well-lit and well-
travelled as possible, within sight of your windows.

 » Report it. If you see suspicious people in or around vehicles, 
call the Calgary Police Service at 266-1234. If your vehicle 
is broken into or stolen, report it immediately to police, 
regardless of loss or insurance coverage. Break-ins are rarely 
isolated — reporting them immediately with as much detail 
as possible can help police in their investigation.

 
Thanks, and keep safe!
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Community Board

VOLUNTEER FOR THE SCARBORO 
NEWSLETTER Take a walk through your 
neighborhood. Deliver the newsletter 
five times per year to 20 to 30 houses 
in approximately 30 minutes. Call or 
e-mail Blanka for details: 403 288 7470, 
kuhnelb@gmail.com.

NEW TO SCARBORO? Want to 
know how Scarboro works? Want a 
membership? Directory? Thinking 
about joining dinner club? Or a 
book club? Drop us a line at hello@
scarborocommunity.com.

BABYSITTING AND OTHER HELP
Jacob and Aaron are both 15, in grade 10 
and have taken their babysitting course. 
Either one (or both!) are available to give 
you a night on the town sans kids or help 
out with teen sized projects. (587) 353-
3533 | huphupho@gmail.com

LOOKING FOR A NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Are you passionate about the community 
and sharing stories? Scarboro is 
looking for a newsletter editor and that 
person could be you! About 6-10 hours 
commitment per month. Email hello@
scarborocommunity.com if interested.

SCARBORO HOME FOR SALE
Large 3 bedroom bungalow for sale 

with numerous recent renovations and 
upgrades, en-suite bathroom and large 
private yard with the best downtown 
view in Scarboro.  Please contact Katie 
at 403-477-6230 or email katie.shea@
shaw.ca for more information. 

BOOTCAMP Come and sweat your 
stuff safely in the great outdoors with 
bootcamp classes Mondays 7 – 7:45 pm. 
Rain or shine, snow or sun. Dress in 
layers, bring water and a mat or towel. 
Social distancing and health protocol 
rules in effect. Classes run Sept. 7 to Nov. 
30. $80 for the session. OR sign up for 
fall and winter for only $130. For details 
email doeringseis@outlook.com or text 
403-831-6372.

STRETCH AND TONE Coming your way 
this fall on Thursday evenings.  More 
details to follow.  If you are interested, 
email doeringseis@outlook.com or text 
403-831-6372.

BABYSITTER AVAILABLE Hi I’m Paige. 
I’m 15 and enrolled in Western Canada 
High School. I’ve completed the Red Cross 
babysitting, CPR, first aid, and home alone 
courses. I also have two younger siblings. 
You can contact me at (403) 689-5425 or 
paigeselley@icloud.com.

SCIENCE TUTOR, GRADE 6 
UNDERGRADUATE LEVEL 
Science tutor available for junior / high 
school students. Reasonable rates. 
References available. Contact: Tara 
Mulloy at tara_mulloy@sfu.ca

BABYSITTERS/PET WALKERS Bailey is 
in grade 10, has taken her babysitting 
course and is a junior Girl Guide leader. 
Riley is in grade 8, has taken her 
babysitting course and is also a junior Girl 
Guide leader. Contact ringseis@shaw.ca

HAPPY HOLIDAYS … Stay Safe and 
Healthy … and remember wherever 
possible please shop local and support 
our merchant neighbours. Our local 
businesses need us now more than ever. 
www.not-amazon.ca

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Reindeer Spotted 
One of Santa’s reindeer (it could have been Dasher) was spotted 
up Summit Street after a siting by a group of Sunalta students.

Please report any other reindeer, wildlife or Santa sightings in 
the neighbourhood to hello@scarborocommunity.com.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Thanks Preschool Staff!
The Scarboro Community Association would like to extend its 
appreciation to our Preschool Staff - Jodi Durant, Gail O'Dwyer 
and Twyla Spencely. Their continued dedication provides an 
environment to enable children to love learning and feel safe 
during a pandemic. Our preschool is a pillar of our community 
and its strength comes from the environment they provide.
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Temporary Hours
Tuesday - Thursday 11 - 4

Friday 11 - 6 | Saturday 12 - 4

915 9th Ave SE (The New Blank)
studio@foxglovestudio.com
Instagram @FoxgloveStudio 

foxglovestudio.ca

With the winter season upon us, Foxglove has opened up pre-orders for outdoor 
Winter Pots and Wreaths. They have custom sizes in small, medium, and large to 
accommodate your existing pot. Winter pots can be picked up from their home studio 
located in Inglewood or made for delivery. Outdoor pots are made in a black bucket 
that you can place in your existing pot. For specific requirements or install please 
contact them directly. 

Winter Wreaths are designed to last the winter season and beyond! Browse the 
array of custom wreaths for indoor or outdoor decor. Choose from three wreath forms 
or bases (Twig, Metal Hoop or Wired), and let them craft a custom keepsake for your 
home or someone you love! 

For Scarboro residents, they are offering a 15% discount on their online shop. Use 
code SCARBORO at checkout to receive your discount!

Holiday sumptuousness

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

Charcuterie for 
Christmas

Custom made in Scarboro, these 
beautiful charcuterie and cheese 
boards make a great gift or treat to 
celebrate the holidays in your home. 
Each spread comes with a homemade 
maple board. Free delivery in the 
neighbourhood and surrounding areas. 
Orders can be placed throughout 
December. 

For sizes and prices check out Above 
Board Chartuterie on Instagram @
aboveboardcuts or email Jane Sanden 
at aboveboardcuts@gmail.com.


