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Lent and Easter

at Scarboro United Church
LAURA MALONEY
MANAGER, SCARBORO UNITED CHURCH

April takes us through the second half of Lent and into Easter.
Join us for special services on Holy Week, including Easter Sunday
on April 17th, when we will wrap up our ‘Good Enough’ theme.
Services are available in person and online; see the website for
all the details—and while you’re there, scroll through this year’s
Lenten Challenges where we pause to notice where God is in our
daily lives.

APRIL 2022

News

Are you interested in becoming a full member of the congregation
at Scarboro United? We will be offering membership classes this
spring, with new members to be celebrated and welcomed on
Pentecost Sunday at the beginning of June. Contact the office if
you have any questions.
Travel Tuesdays breaks with the usual schedule to gather on
April 12th at 7:30pm, the Promise of Ageing meets on April 27th at
2:30pm, and our choir friends gather online every Thursday
at 7pm.
All links are available on our website.

At the March meeting, Scarboro’s Official Board voted to continue
that masks be required at all times inside the church building. We
appreciate everyone’s cooperation as we move forward with care
and caution for the most vulnerable members of our community.
This decision will be reviewed monthly.

SCARBOROUNITED.ORG | OFFICE@SCARBOROUNITED.ORG | 403-244-1161
Check us out on Facebook and Instagram: @scarborounited
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Happy April!

from the Scarboro Community Association Board
As the snow melts and spring feels closer, we reflect on all the great outdoor activities and gatherings we enjoyed this winter in our
parks. A special shout out to our Triangle Park Ice Rink crew for time spent to bring the ice back to life for the Olmsted Skating
Party! The Olmsted Skating party was a great success and amazing to connect with residents and elected government representatives to support our community’s heritage. The mayor has sent a letter of congratulations for this year’s Olmsted celebrations.
Mark your calendars for the Olmsted events being held throughout the year.
April events include Community Clean Up on April 30th with waste trucks at the hall. Scarboro Wildcats Soccer kicks off April
27th, and it will be great to see all the kids back in the field every Wednesday night.
As we start past and new events/programs, we are looking for volunteers. Current roles we need to fill are:
• Soccer coordination x 2
• Soccer field-line painting
• Kids’ Day planning
• Community cleanup
• Managing garbage dropoff at hall
• Greenspace cleanup
• Triangle Park – planting, weeding, cleanup
Please email volunteer@scarborocommunity.com to express interest.

Above L-R: OLMSTED SKATING PARTY;
COURTNEY WALCOTT, WARD 8 CITY COUNCILLOR,
AND GREG McLEAN, MP CALGARY CENTRE

Triangle Park beds get go-ahead
Nicole Donatti and Glynn Wright met with the City in mid-March, and learned the City
strongly supports the Scarboro plans for renovations to two of the Triangle Park beds.
They approved the plant selection and have secured much of the funds needed for the
job. Parks’ staff has suggested suppliers for some of the less common plants; the Reader Rock Garden is assisting us in sourcing the plants. One possible weekend for the
rejuvenation of the beds is May 28th & 29th (yet to be confirmed), and Nicole Donatti,
our Adopt-A-Park lead for Triangle Park, is looking for volunteers for that work. Please
get in touch with her at volunteer@scarborocommunity.com.
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Comings...
Hi! We are Kim Yardley and Rob Geremia. We moved into
1414 Scotland Street on December 1, 2021. We run our own
consulting company from home, and are really enjoying the
beauty and ‘village aspect’ of living in Scarboro with the ease
of a quick commute downtown to see our clients.
Kim is originally from the UK and moved to Calgary in
2006, whereas Rob is a born and raised Calgarian. When
we’re not working, you may see us out and about walking
our shepherd/collie Nova. She adores people and loves to be
petted, so feel free to come over for a chat. We’re both very
excited to get involved in the community and have already
joined the bookclub.

Spring Community Cleanup
KAREN ABERNATHY

Hey, Scarboro Community, it’s time to declutter your home, garage and shed, and come out and greet your neighbours. Each year
the City’s Waste & Recycling Services and Community Standards partner up with community associations to help residents get rid
of unwanted household items and property waste. This event—free to all Calgarians—saves residents a trip to the landfill for items
that do not fit in their black garbage bins by providing three packer trucks with crews.
The following items MAY NOT be brought to the cleanup site:
• Liquids - paint, oil, household chemicals
• Microwaves & home appliances
• Railroad tiles
• Tires
• Propane tanks
• Batteries
• Glass
• Yard waste & recycling
(please use your green and
blue bins and the City’s
Spring Yard Clean Up Program)
*Please note that this year we hope to offer additional
services; stay tuned for more information at
www.scarborocommunity.com
Day: Saturday, April 30
Dropoff: 9:00 am – 1:30 pm, SCA parking lot, 1727 - 14 Avenue SW
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! SUPPORT YOUR COMMUNITY!
For more information email hello@scarborocomminty.com or call Karen at 403-245-2926
NB: Please note that participants will be required to follow all active provincial and local public health measures during Community
Cleanup events. For more information, visit alberta.ca/covid-19-public-health-actions.aspx and calgary.ca/covid19.
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Do I Want My House
on the Inventory?
Information Session: Zoom call
April 27th,7pm
SHEENA TROTTER-DAVIS

The Inventory of Evaluated History Resources, a database listing Calgary’s historical resources, includes several homes in Scarboro. If property owners wish to have
their home evaluated and listed, there is no charge, and the process includes historical research on your home by qualified historians. As more buildings get added to the
inventory, the neighbourhood of Scarboro’s heritage value increases.
We know you might have questions about the process and the benefits and challenges of having your home listed. Benefits, we
said. Yes, benefits. This year, city council will be considering a residential tax incentive for homeowners of designated properties.
Also, find out how you can halve your renovation costs for designated ‘parts’ of your home.
Come and join neighbours and heritage gurus for an information session on the Inventory of Evaluated Historic Resources. A
panel of experts will describe the inventory, discuss the process for evaluation, and answer specific questions you might have. The
panel includes Cynthia Klassen (Heritage Calgary), Jeanie Gartly (heritage consultant) and Scarboro homeowner—whose house is
on the inventory—Cathy Smith.
Please RSVP to planning@scarborocommunity.com to receive the Zoom link. For more information on the inventory and to see
buildings & spaces that are already designated, go to the Heritage Calgary website heritagecalgary.ca.
For further information, see:
https://www.heritagecalgary.ca/heritage-calgary-blog/inventory
https://www.calgary.ca/pda/pd/heritage-planning/heritage-grant-programs.html

From the Desk of Ward 8
Councillor Walcott
Firstly, thank you for the opportunity to introduce myself to the community in my new role! For those who don’t know, I am Courtney
Walcott, your Ward 8 City Councillor. It was great to come out and
meet some of your community leaders and members on March 5th at
the Scarboro skating party. While I don’t skate, I am always happy to
share a hot chocolate and chat!
Before putting my name forward to represent you at City Hall, I was
a Social Studies and English teacher at Western Canada High School.
I got into teaching because I believe it to be one of the most powerful
levers of change in a society. Over the years, I worked to grow my capacity to improve the lives of my students, which led me to advocate
for changes to systems outside my school’s walls. To truly improve
the lives of my students, we need to advocate for more equitable systems, improved recreation centres, more affordable
housing, better transit, and a focus on sustainability in our economy and our environment.
I believe in a Calgary that takes great care to hear the voices of those who are traditionally underrepresented and incorporates them into current policies that shape our city. The people who make up our communities and our relationships
with them are at the foundation of our connection to this city.
I am looking forward to the days ahead and our work together.
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Spring Inside & Outside
at Sunalta School
CHRISTINE MCCRORYY
PRINCIPAL, SUNALTA SCHOOL

There have been many signs of spring both in our outdoor
classrooms and in our continuing steps to focus on a sense of
belonging as a Sunalta school community. In February, our
school recognized Pink Shirt Day, a time to identify how we
share and receive kindness and gratitude. Students created ‘give
a compliment’ tearoff sheets and designed a mural of children’s
hands with messages, and classrooms took up challenges to try
some new ways of being empathetic and make a difference to
others, both in school and at home.
Our school values offsite leadership experiences and with
the support of our parent society, this month our Grade 4s
and 5s spent full days snowshoeing at Peter Lougheed Park.
CPAWS (Canadian Parks and Wildlife Society) joined us to
build understanding in the students, staff and volunteers about
conserving nature to respond to biodiversity loss and ways CPAWS
is protecting public lands and fresh water. www.cpaws.org

This week Sunalta students took part in a residency provided
by Quest Theatre Calgary. Each class was inspired by a piece of
Canadian literature and then with the support from the Quest
actors, created their own one-act performance. After a week of
developmental drama games and learning some of the literacy
of drama, we completed a whole school production. www.
questtheatre.org
Sunalta School is also grateful to our parent society for providing
funds to purchase several large planters to be located by the flag
pole on the east side of the school. We intend to plant flowers in
recognition of Mr. Olmsted, the landscape designer of Scarboro,
and indigenous herbs and plants. Thank you to resident Glynn
Wright for sharing his knowledge with our school.
Our Sunalta School community is looking forward to an open
house for families of Sunalta on April 21st. Many parents are
excited to have the opportunity to visit the school, spend time
meeting one another, and enjoying a school dance and visits to
classrooms to experience the culture of our amazing school!
If you have questions or are interested in supporting our school
endeavours, always feel free to contact us at sunalta@cbe.ab.ca or
check out our website at https://school.cbe.ab.ca/school/Sunalta

6

Our Postman—Hugh McReynolds
Hugh, our shorts-wearing, Canada Post letter and parcel carrier, is in Scarboro 5 days
a week, 12 months of the year, and reliably gets the mail delivered to the right home.
Thanks, Hugh, for sharing the following fun facts with us—keep up the great work!
Why do you wear shorts?
I find walking in shorts more comfortable than wearing long pants. The bottom of
pants usually become wet and soggy walking through the slush and snow. When the
temperature drops to below -10°C, you will see me wear long underwear under the
shorts. After 10 years of delivering mail in shorts, it seems normal to me. I actually
have winter and summer shorts. It’s fun being different.
How far do you walk each day?
Depending on the volume of mail, I walk between 16 & 19 km each day. I average
18 km and over 20,000 steps daily. It allows me to eat as much as I want and stay
healthy.
How many years have you delivered mail in Scarboro?
I believe I started in 2016. Letter carriers bid on the routes where they deliver mail.
Some have delivered mail to the same neighborhood for 25 to 30 years. I retired from
the Canadian army in 2010 after 35 years and thought that being a postman would get
me outside and keep me healthy.
What are your favorite things about Scarboro?
The neighborhood is a hidden gem in the City of Calgary. Walking in Scarboro is my
daily walk through the park—a bit of a forest bath. The sidewalks are well cleared in
winter, and the architecture of the houses is unique. The weather in the area is usually
warmer and dryer compared to many other areas of Calgary. People are friendly, and I
know most of the dogs by name.

Bookclub

CHAPTER 1 Swimming Back to Trout River,
		Linda Rui Feng
CHAPTER 2 American Dirt, Jeanine Cummins
CHAPTER 3 The Tatooist of Auschwitz,
		Heather Morris
CHAPTER 4 The Book Women of Troublesome
		

Creek, Kim Michele Richardson

CHAPTER 5 The Island of Seawomen, Lisa See
CHAPTER 6 Talking to Strangers,
		Malcolm Gladwell
CHAPTER 7 The Evolution of Bruno Littlemore,
		Benjamin Hale
Interested in joining a bookclub?
Email Denyse Fair, all-chapter coordinator
for Scarboro women’s bookclub, at
denysefair@gmail.com
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Urban Village Birds

NUTHATCH; Below L-R: ABANDONED HOUSE FINCH NEST;

GLYNN WRIGHT

ROBIN IN HEATED BIRD BATH

Although a few robins overwinter in Calgary, most migrants
announce their arrival with their song, even though we may not
see them. Yes, starlings too are here, but I find them considerably less attractive—apart from their magnificent flight patterns
in a ‘murder of starlings’. European Starlings were first sighted
in Alberta in 1934, after being released into New York’s Central
Park around 1890. Seagulls arrive a little later, another clear
sign that spring is here.
What brings joy to many people in Scarboro is the appearance
of flocks of migrating waxwings enjoying ‘preserved’ fruit from
mountain ash and other trees. We see them also on roads, possibly picking up berries, and once I found them eating cotoneaster berries. Neighbours often provide food for winter residents,
giving them a guaranteed food source, if people do not plan a
long winter trip.
There’s a conflict with birds we like and others we see as
bullies—I’m thinking of competitors such as magpies versus
woodpeckers—and a conflict between our desire to feed birds
and the desire not to encourage squirrels. Magpies are beautiful
to look at with their colour and distinctive flight, but their calls

Above L-R: MALE DOWNY WOODPECKER; RED-BREASTED

can be really annoying. While I admit I also don’t find the calls
of the occasional Blue Jays attractive, I do admire their plumage; normally, we have to go into BC or Waterton to see their
iridescent-coloured darker cousins, the Steller’s Jay.
The colourful birds I get great joy from watching are BlackCapped Chickadees; Red-breasted Nuthatches that usually eat
head down on trees, and the rarer White-breasted species that
are so huge in comparison; male house finches with their scarlet
breasts; male and female Downy Woodpeckers, the male with
a red patch on the nape of its neck; and the dramatic decoration of the Northern Flickers (we have hybrids of the yellow and
red-shafted varieties). Not so colourful are the house sparrows,
but it’s nice to see the juncos that sometimes accompany them.
Only occasionally do we see ravens with their deep voices and
huge 127-cm wingspan.
Next tasks: Look for house finches building their nests, sometimes within clematis vines, and hoping that hungry magpies do
not attack the young ones. And make sure heated birdbaths are
clean so robins can line up for a shower!
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Community Board
NEW TO SCARBORO? Want to

know how Scarboro works? Want a
membership? Directory? Thinking about
joining dinner club? Or a book club?
Drop us a line:
hello@scarborocommunity.com
BOOTCAMP Build strength and

cardiovascular fitness in our
invigorating community outdoor
bootcamp. Modifications will be
offered to suit all fitness levels. Get
some fresh air, get fit and have some
fun with neighbours. Spring session
runs April 4th – June 20th. $40 for 12
classes!! Monday 7–7:45 pm outside the
community hall. To register, email Erika:
doeringseis@outlook.com.
GOOD NEIGHBOUR a pay-what-you-

can store, provides dignified access to
clothes, books, pantry & cold food items,
and hygiene, baby & sanitary products.
Proceeds go to the Community Fridge.
Isabelle Reynolds volunteers weekly and
is happy to transport your donations.
Please drop off donations at
114 Scarboro Ave. (box at front door) or
directly at Good Neighbour,
149 – 5 Avenue SE.

HOLD THE DATE. Super Scarboro

Summer Camp returns August 2-5. Your
local Grade 7 students are running a camp
again this year, so mark the days in your
calendar for more summer fun activities.
More details to come.
Email Carley with questions at
carleydoeringseis@gmail.com.

HAVE BUYERS FOR LARGE OR SMALL
HOMES in Scarboro. Contact Scarboro

resident Larry Pallesen at 403.850.2530,
with Re/max Central Ltd.

5-PIECE PREMIER DRUM SET FOR SALE.

Performance quality, made in England
and comes with the following accessories:
top hat cymbals (14-inch Solar) with
stand and pedal (pearl), 16-inch Solar
cymbal with stand, 20-inch Solar cymbal
with stand, 14-nch top hat and 18-inch
cymbals (Planet Z) and carrying case,
stool by Trak, Drum silencer pad 14-inch,
2 hickory wood drumsticks (Vater), 2
retractable wire drum brushes. Asking
price $ 1,200.00. Contact Blanka Kuhnel
@ kuhnelb@gmail.com

LOOKING FOR A GREAT WAY TO
VOLUNTEER IN YOUR COMMUNITY?

Sign up to deliver the Scarboro News!
Take a walk through your neighbourhood
every other month to bring our beloved
newsletter to your neighbours. Plus you’ll
receive an advance copy to enjoy. For more
information, contact Sarah at skmduff@
gmail.com.
TWO HOUSE BREWERY will be opening

in Spring 2022 in Sunalta and is looking
for taproom staff. Must be 18+. If you are
looking for a summer position or longer,
please send resumes to Jennie at
jennie@twohousebrew.com.

Bottle Drive to Support Grade 6 Graduation
Want to help with Sunalta School’s future and sustainability without opening your wallet? You can help by donating your bottles
and cans without the dreaded drop-off to the bottle depot. To raise funds, we have partnered with SkipTheDepot.
SkipTheDepot is a Calgary-based, door-to-door bottle collection service that makes refundable recycling and fundraising as easy
as 1-2-3. Here’s how it works:
1. Download the app and book a pickup using app.skipthedepot.com/ssps .
2. Place your bottles outside for pickup at your convenience.
3. The Sunalta School Parent Council will receive the refund as a donation!
4. Already have the app? Select ‘Sunalta School Parent Society’
in the app to donate the refund.
5. Don’t want to install another app but want to donate your bottles? No problem!
Save your refundables and put them out on April 3rd for kids to pick up.
Thank you for your support!

