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Scarboro Olmsted
Celebration 2022!
This year—the 200th anniversary of Fredrick Charles Olmsted’s
birth—is a cause for celebration because his son John Charles
designed Scarboro’s land and streetscapes that we all enjoy
today. Scarboro Community Association joined with the National
Association of Olmsted Parks as a partner, and as a result we can
use the logo and join in other Olmsted activities taking place in
North America. Check out the link at, https://olmsted200.org/
celebration-partners, with Scarboro listed under international
partners. For an in-depth look at all things Olmsted,
https://www.olmsted.org provides an excellent history.

The SCA board thought this was a great opportunity to put on
special activities celebrating our neighbourhood and parks, and a
way to promote the importance of the Olmsted company that had
an impact not only on Scarboro, but also Mount Royal, Elbow Park
and Bridgeland.
We will be holding a number of events—and are open to more
ideas if people are interested!

Scarboro has 20 sites identified on Calgary’s Inventory of
Evaluated Historic Resources; check them out at
https://www.heritagecalgary.ca/explore-inventory. Three
streetscapes and two parks have been designated as historic
resources in Scarboro, as well as homes and other buildings.

Calendar of Events 2022
Event

Date

Time

Where

Cost

Skating Party

March 5th

1–4 p.m.

Triangle Park

Free

Sunalta School Garden

April-June

Seasonal

Sunalta School Ground

Free

Olmsted Legacy Walk in Bridgeland

June 4th

11 a.m.–noon

Tom Campbell Hill, main gate,
13 St. and Centre Ave NE

Free

Historic Walking Tour and Tea

July 23rd

11–4 p.m.

Scarboro Community Hall

Antique Car Show & Music in the Park,
with food trucks

August 6th

1–4 p.m.

Triangle Park

Free

Olmsted Lecture Series #1

September

7–9 p.m.

TBD

Free

Olmsted Lecture Series #2

October

7–9 p.m.

TBD

Free

Olmsted Lecture Series #3

November

7–9 p.m.

TBD

Free

$35/
person

Hope to see many neighbours out for these great events!
Contact kgashus@yahoo.ca if you’d like to get involved or learn more about the Olmsted celebration.
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May the luck of the Irish be with us!
SHARON NETTLETON
PRESIDENT, SCARBORO COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

May the luck of the Irish be with us all this month—keeping Covid at bay and the ice on
the rinks so we can enjoy a little more winter fun. Here are some highlights of what your community association is
currently working on. Let us know your thoughts on these and any other items. You can email me directly at:
snettleton@shaw.ca or at hello@scarborocommunity.com.
Community Association Directory – The directory is going to print and will be available to those who joined the SCA this
year. One copy will be delivered to each home of SCA members. Our directory is a valuable service for our neighbourhood, enabling residents to get to know the names (and homes) of neighbours and to contact them when you need to.
The directory lists clubs and volunteer contacts and much more. Our rates are very reasonable, so if you haven’t joined
the SCA, please contact Vita Yeung at vita.w.leung@gmail.com.
Community Signs – The SCA board is investigating the cost and heritage-type designs to replace the old wooden ‘Scarboro’ sign that was located on the church hill at the top of Royal Sunalta Park. This sign fell into disrepair and had to be
removed several years ago. We are looking at two locations that are important entrances into Scarboro, one in the original location, and the other at the 12 Avenue & 18 Street entrance to help include Sudbury and Sharon Avenues. To ensure
durability, longevity and a design in keeping with our heritage neighbourhood, the cost to provide this will be significant.
Peter Strickland is leading this work and has already begun to reach out to granting agencies and possible funders. The
community may have to embark on a fundraising campaign as well to help cover the costs. Please let us know what you
think of this project and any ideas you have regarding funding. Contact Peter Strickland at particle@shaw.ca or Sharon
Nettleton at snettleton@shaw.ca.
Safety in Our Neighbourhood – We are starting to get some traction in our community regarding pedestrian safety.
Thanks to all who have raised concerns and noticed various hot spots where safety is a factor. The SCA is working collaboratively with Sunalta School and the Parent’s Council on this matter. The city conducted a traffic assessment on the
roundabout (one of our hot spots) and found that there was no issue. But we know there are other hot spots, and many
neighbours and parents continue to worry that if we are not proactive, someone eventually will be hurt. We will keep
raising this issue with both the city and the Calgary Police. Reporting close calls and incidents where speed is a factor is
important. Please take the time to do this. See page 4 for more on this.
Upcoming Community Cleanup Event - The city has approved Saturday, April 30th, for a community cleanup for
Scarboro/Sunalta and surrounding communities. Stay tuned for more information. It is an opportunity to declutter and
remove items you no longer need for donating, dumping and/or environmentally divesting from your home.
Save the Dates:
• March 5th – Scarboro Olmsted Skating Party at Triangle Park, 1 – 4 p.m.
• April 30th – Community Cleanup (more details to follow)
• July 23rd – Scarboro Olmsted Heritage Garden Tour and Tea
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Comings...
Jody and Bob Heggie, 524 Sunderland Avenue
Scarboro has charmed us for a long time. We love the
character of the neighbourhood, and its proximity to
downtown, pathways and the tennis club. It seemed like
a good transition place for us from where we raised our
daughters.
We are in awe of the spirit and warmth of the community,
and we look forward to meeting you.

Comings, too...
Hello! We are Jon Schofield and Paige Winter. With our kids
Elsie (3) & Thomas (1) and our dog Monty (6), we moved into 523
Sunderland Avenue last October and are loving being part of the
Scarboro community. Jon, an architect originally from London,
UK, and Paige, a ‘brander’ originally from Calgary, met 10 years
ago in London. After living together in London for several years,
we decided to move to Calgary 5 years ago.
Living next door in Shaganappi, we would often walk through
Scarboro and admire the heritage homes and the village feel.
Since we made the 500-metre move, we’ve loved meeting our
neighbours and look forward to getting to know everyone in the
community—and to Elsie and Thomas starting at Sunalta School.
When you see us walking around the community with the kids &
Monty in tow, please feel free to say hi. We’re excited about being
part of this amazing community!
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Scarboro Playground
Update
New York’s Central Park, Boston’s Emerald Necklace,
Mt. Royal Park, and the neighbourhoods of Scarboro and
Sunalta have something in common: the traces of intelligent
landscape design conceived by Frederick Law Olmsted and
his firm. Characterized by flowing and organic streetscapes,
generous green spaces, and a now-mature canopy of trees,
Scarboro and Sunalta are neighbourhoods that exemplify
the design language and legacy of Olmsted. What better way
to honor his legacy and the history of our community than
a naturally-sourced and exemplary playspace that engages
the community to not only unite and play together, but learn
more about the community itself?
PlayWorks conceptualized a nature-themed playspace, rooted
in community engagement, and the extensive feedback
received from our community Design Survey in May 2021.
Thank you! The Scarboro Playground Committee is thrilled
to reveal the design. A central 20-foot tree structure invites
children to climb, explore and learn. Soft rubber surfacing

and inclusive play equipment encourage swinging, rocking and
spinning. Children of all ages and abilities will be able to slide,
swing and spin among the park’s big old orchard trees, and in
the winter, continue to toboggan and skate. The Olmsted Elm
Playground is designed to be a unifying element in the park that
symbolizes the area’s heritage, resilience and renewal.
Check out our website at https://olmstedelmplayground.
wixsite.com/scarboro and don’t forget
to watch the Design Fly-Through
video on the homepage!
Expect fundraising and exciting
private and business donor
recognition information to be
announced this month. Donations are
available through our website on a
link to our Partner, The Calgary
Parks Foundation ($20 required to
receive a tax receipt).

Traffic Safety–You Can Help!
KRISTEN HALPEN

Thanks to everyone who has offered support and contributed ideas to this initiative so far. To highlight the importance of this
subject, as per a 2013 Canadian Council of Motor Transport review:
• When pedestrians are struck @50 km/h, they are 8 times more likely to be killed than @30 km/h.
• Pedestrians have a 50% survival rate when struck at 40-45 km/h.
• Pedestrians 5 - 14 yrs are at greatest risk of fatalities, and have the highest incidence of injuries. Overall physical, cognitive, visual, and auditory development puts them at a disadvantage.
What we are doing to increase traffic safety:
• Pylons and flag crossings will grow in presence this winter, to improve awareness and reduce speed. Volunteers will oversee placement & removal. The sign up, contact Stacey Selley at SunaltaChair@gmail.com.
• Report violations. We encourage everyone to do this anytime you witness a traffic issue.
Advice from the Calgary Police Service:
• To report any traffic related violations other than parking,
loud vehicles and transit issues, complete an online
Traffic Service Request (TSR).
• Have a license number? Phone 403-266-1234.
• What if people are constantly speeding? Call 403-567-4029 or visit
https://www.calgary.ca/cps/traffic/traffic-reporting.html.
Not all drivers are residents, but safety does start at the community
level. Let’s slow down, pay attention, obey signage and report incidents.
Thanks for sharing this article with all drivers in your household.
Contacts:
Student-Specific: 		
kristen.halpen@gmail.com
cindy.lang@shaw.ca		

Other Pedestrians:
katrina.edgerton@gmail.com
snettleton@shaw.ca
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Triangle Park
Bed Renovations
GLYNN WRIGHT

The SCA has submitted the designs for
two beds on Triangle Park to strategists
from the city’s Parks Department. When
the Olmsted brothers’ landscape design
firm designed the Sunalta Addition (i.e.,
Scarboro), they designed it so the recreation areas would eventually contain a
variety of trees, shrubs, perennials and
annual plants. This practice continues.
2022 is the 200th anniversary of the
birth of Frederick Law Olmsted, one of
the two designers of New York’s famous
Central Park. It was his adopted son,
John Charles Olmsted, who designed
our community’s streets and park areas,
with the intention of having broad winding streets taking advantage of the local
dramatic topography.
The beds to be renovated are adjacent to
Senlac Street and Sunderland Avenue.
Descendants of some of the very early
plants survive today in the community,
and our cultural landscape team wanted

to use plants trialled by the Superintendent of Parks, William Reader. He
played a critical role in populating the
parks and boulevards with trees and
shrubs to fulfil John Charles Olmsted’s
vision. At the turn of the 19th century,
the philosophy was that the availability
of green spaces was critical for people’s
mental and physical health; researchers
have now confirmed that this medical
prescription is effective. The philosophy is consistent with William Reader’s
practices, principally between 1929 and
1941, although his ‘greening’ of Scarboro started shortly after his appointment in 1913.
For the renovation, the cultural
landscape team recorded the location and year when each proposed
plant for the bed was planted in the
community, including the Sunalta
Ravine, now occupied by part of the
Crowchild Trail. Heirloom plants have
been identified for current and future
use on boulevards and in parks within
the community to help recognize the
heritage aspects of the green spaces.

Above L-R: SENLAC STREET BED PLAN;
JOHN CHARLES OLMSTED (courtesy
National Association for Olmsted Parks);
SUNDERLAND AVENUE BED PLAN

The resources are stored primarily on
the SCA webpage.
No plants selected are a danger to
people, none are weeds nor wildly invasive, and most can be found thriving in
Calgary’s tough climate. Examples from
the list include the Maltese Cross and
the Prairie Crocus, recorded in 1929 on
Triangle Park, and the Blazing Star (or
Liatris) that was planted in the Sunalta
Ravine in 1940 after the old quarry had
been abandoned. Although the Senlac
Street bed was present in the mid-1930s,
we know from air photographs that
the Sunderland Avenue bed was built
between 1948 and 1953.
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Volunteer Corner

The Season of Lent
at Scarboro United Church
LAURA MALONEY
MANAGER, SCARBORO UNITED CHURCH

Despite the lifting of provincial public health restrictions last
month, the board at Scarboro United continues to encourage
prudent action in support of the common good. As a member of
our congregation shared in February:
“I am looking forward to an endemic response to
Covid-19, achieved because people chose to get
vaccinated. I am looking forward to the challenge
of addressing the inequalities and injustices
exposed by the pandemic. I am very grateful that
the vaccine allowed me to embrace at-risk loved
ones, and I won’t forget what it meant to be a
good neighbour during this time. No matter what
happens, never forget that you tried to be a good
neighbour, that you wore a mask to protect others,
that you got vaccinated to protect others, that you
were inconvenienced to protect others.”
Hybrid worship services are offered in person and online,
accessible through our website. As of March 1, we are no
longer requiring proof of vaccination, although we continue to
recommend vaccination as an effective protection against Covid.
Masks are required at all times inside the church building, and
this requirement will be reviewed monthly by the board.
As we readjust to our new normal and strive to embrace the
imperfections of life and faith, we will lean into our theme for
Lent—Good Enough. This goes hand in hand with an online
book study Rev. Erin is doing on Monday evenings/Tuesday
mornings on Kate Bowler’s new book of devotions by the same
name. Contact the church office if you would like to join in.
Travel Tuesdays continue online on March 1 & 15 at 7:30pm;
the Promise of Ageing meets on March 23 at 2:30pm; and our
choir friends gather online every Thursday at 7pm. All links are
available on our website.
SCARBOROUNITED.ORG | OFFICE@SCARBOROUNITED.ORG
403-244-1161

Check us out on Facebook and Instagram: @scarborounited

.

Glynn and Catherine Wright have lived in Scarboro
since 1973. They have fond memories of many BBQs
at the hall—and Glynn’s career as a soccer coach,
the assumption being that because Glynn was an
expat Brit, he would know what was required! One
of Glynn’s early contributions to the community was
working with Susan Murphy to convert the Scarboro
traffic island from a small bed that contained annual
flowers to one with roses, shrubs and other perennials. Joined later by Marj Olson, the three of them
initiated and organized the Scarboro garden tour for
about 10 years.
While on the SCA board, Glynn promoted the idea of
community fruit trees, resulting in the city planting apple and pear trees on Summit Street. Glynn’s
interest in Scarboro’s trees and shrubs led to his
involvement in the Heritage Committee’s work on
understanding the history of our parks and boulevards and creating a series of maps to demonstrate
their evolution.
Glynn is now the team lead for the Scarboro landscape advisory group, and is our key contact with City
Parks for the renovations of two beds on Triangle
Park using plant types grown decades ago. We also
thank Glynn for his column, Scarboro Garden Scene,
which has appeared monthly in the newsletter since
January 2011.
Thank you, Glynn, for all you’ve done and continue to
do for Scarboro!
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Do I Want My House
on the Inventory?
Information Session: Zoom call
April 27th,7pm
SHEENA TROTTER-DAVIS

The Inventory of Evaluated History Resources, a database listing Calgary’s historical resources, includes several homes in Scarboro. If property owners wish to have
their home evaluated and listed, there is no charge, and the process includes historical research on your home by qualified historians. As more buildings get added to the
inventory, the neighbourhood of Scarboro’s heritage value increases.
We know you might have questions about the process and the benefits and challenges of having your home listed. Benefits, we
said. Yes, benefits. This year, city council will be considering a residential tax incentive for homeowners of designated properties.
Also, find out how you can halve your renovation costs for designated ‘parts’ of your home.
Come and join neighbours and heritage gurus for an information session on the Inventory of Evaluated Historic Resources. A
panel of experts will describe the inventory, discuss the process for evaluation, and answer specific questions you might have.
The panel includes Cynthia Klassen (Heritage Calgary), Jeanie Gartly (heritage consultant) and Scarboro homeowner—whose
house is on the inventory—Cathy Smith.
Please RSVP to planning@scarborocommunity.com to receive the Zoom link. For more information on the inventory and to see
buildings & spaces that are already designated, go to the Heritage Calgary website heritagecalgary.ca.
For further information, see:
https://www.heritagecalgary.ca/heritage-calgary-blog/inventory
https://www.calgary.ca/pda/pd/heritage-planning/heritage-grant-programs.html

Bookclub

CHAPTER 1 The Last Garden in England,
		Julia Kelly
CHAPTER 2 The Vanishing Half, Brit Bennet
CHAPTER 3 The Vanishing Half, Brit Bennet
CHAPTER 4 The Phone Booth at the Edge of
		the World, Laura Amai Messinal
CHAPTER 5 Dancing for Your Life,
		Brandon Royal
CHAPTER 6 A Little Life, Hanya Yanagihara
CHAPTER 7 Keep Sharp, Sanjay Gupta
Interested in joining a bookclub?
Email hello@scarborocommunity.com
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Community Board
NEW TO SCARBORO? Want to
know how Scarboro works? Want a
membership? Directory? Thinking about
joining dinner club? Or a book club?
Drop us a line:
hello@scarborocommunity.com
BOOTCAMP Build strength and

cardiovascular fitness in our
invigorating community outdoor
bootcamp. Modifications will be
offered to suit all fitness levels. Get
some fresh air, get fit and have some
fun with neighbours. Spring session
runs April 4th – June 20th. $40 for 12
classes!! Monday 7–7:45 pm outside the
community hall. To register, email Erika:
doeringseis@outlook.com.

NEED HELP?

COMING TO MARKET THIS MONTH

• Bailey, a lifeguard, in Grade 12 at
Western, is available for babysitting,
tutoring, swimming assistance, yard
work and other neighbourhood jobs.
Text 403-620-0844
• Riley, in French Immersion, Grade 10 at
Western and a Ranger, is available for
babysitting, beginner French tutoring,
yard work and other neighbourhood
jobs. Text 403-816-7824.
• Carley, a Pathfinder, in Grade 7, has her
babysitting certificate and is available
for babysitting, yard work and other
neighbourhood jobs.
Text 403-975-6001.

Great family home on Scarboro Avenue.
50’ x 125’ lot with sunny, south-facing
yard; 3100 sq.ft. total, with 3 +1
bedrooms, plus den, & 3.5 new baths.
Other features include spacious primary
ensuite; 2nd-floor laundry; large, bright
kitchen with breakfast nook; custom
wood, built-in basement storage and gym.
If interested, text Justine at 403-617-8419.

LOOKING TO BUY FAMILY HOME
IN SCARBORO. We are a family of 5

GOOD NEIGHBOUR a pay-what-you-

can store, provides dignified access to
clothes, books, pantry & cold food items,
and hygiene, baby & sanitary products.
Proceeds go to the Community Fridge.
Isabelle Reynolds volunteers weekly and
is happy to transport your donations.
Please drop off donations at
114 Scarboro Ave. (box at front door) or
directly at Good Neighbour,
149 – 5 Avenue SE.

currently renting in Scarboro, and are
looking to buy a home in the community
before September 1, 2022. Please call or
text Emily at 780-232-8288 to discuss
further.
HAVE BUYERS FOR LARGE OR SMALL
HOMES in Scarboro. Contact Scarboro

resident Larry Pallesen at 403.850.2530,
with Re/max Central Ltd.

LOOKING FOR A GREAT WAY TO
VOLUNTEER IN YOUR COMMUNITY?

Sign up to deliver the Scarboro
News! Take a walk through your
neighbourhood every other month to
bring our beloved newsletter to your
neighbours. Plus you’ll receive an advance
copy to enjoy. For more information,
contact Sarah at skmduff@gmail.com.
CALL FOR STORIES Do you have stories
about raising your family or growing
up in the neighbourhood before 1970?
If so, we would like to talk to you. The
SCA is compiling stories about the
neighbourhood and its homes as part
of a historical project. Contact Sharon
snettleton@shaw.ca | 403-228-1562, or
Carolyn carolynworks@shaw.ca | 403229-0860

. We are moving well through framing and have completed the 1st, 2nd and 3rd
floors. By the end of the month, we will be done framing the building and installing doors & windows, and will be well into mechanical rough-ins. The underground parkade is also complete.
The Meinzer group sales team and marketing teams are in full swing, and we have
several new sales and potential new neighbours in the pipeline. We are currently
over 60% sold and are refreshingly expecting strong sales throughout 2022.

Scarboro 17 Update

Those that purchased early have realized appreciation on their units, and we

Contact: info@scarboro17.com

by August of this year, and hope to have all your new neighbours moved into their

foresee that continuing beyond possession. We expect completion of construction
units before December.

