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Building Traditions 
Together
VITA LEUNG, PRESIDENT
SCARBORO COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

In 2014, we moved to Calgary — directly into our home on 
Sharon Avenue. Many might remember that late summer 
moment as Snowtember, a storm that caused our street, and 
many others in this great city, to lose its mature tree canopy.

In addition to falling trees, what struck me was how our 
neighbours welcomed us into the neighbourhood and the 
city. They brought food, libations, good cheer, and made us 
immediately feel at home. 

We’ve learned that Scarboro is all about generations of 
friendships, community and togetherness. As many are about 
to mark a Work-From-Home anniversary, a year without travel, 
seemingly endless rules around mask-wearing, distancing and the 
like, I’ve been fortunate to witness firsthand how our community 
continues to build strong, caring, social fabric. 

Kate, Cathy, and Sharon led tremendous efforts to support 
seniors with new types of engagement, “buddy” help, and 
entertainment (fond memories of the firetruck at Peg’s 95th). 
Blanka, Leanne, Cory, and others pivoted quickly to make masks 
for our community. You might recall seeing members of the 
planning committee and other volunteers touring the streets this 
past summer and fall, taking stock of our old homes, 100-year 
old trees and landscapes. Ms. Vania worked inspired students 
at Sunalta School to create an outdoor art exhibit. The Scarboro 
womens’ book club continued into its 43rd year, with meetings 
around fires, distanced at the hall, virtual meets   — whatever it 
took to share experiences. Kristie initiated delightful window 
walks, and Dudes Club continued strong. On page 3 of this 
issue, Sharon rounds up care initiatives that took place over the 
holidays, many of which she led. Lorenzo, Bruce and Trevor took 
initiative to create a new rink for Scarboro, and supported by 
14 Adopt-A-Rink tenders and our rink volunteers Brad, Wenjie, 
John Reynolds, Nick, Rick and Gavin, we now have two rinks in 
our community for distanced leisure skating. And Erika kept us in 
shape with bootcamps and fitness classes. The pandemic can slow 
us down, but nothing can stop us.

Building on our community spirit, prompted by a City 
requirement, and under Allen’s leadership in 2020, our board 
started working on a new strategic plan. In December, directors 
participated in a virtual workshop to kick off the plan. Next, we 
will be engaging former board members and residents for input.

We formed, as part of this process, four new working groups 
charged with developing “big ideas” to formalize how we provide 
opportunities for residents to create memorable moments. 

The four areas of focus:
  » Programing and events
  » Hall and facilities
  » Internal relations 
  » External relations. 

These add to our continuing  — and very active — preschool and 
planning committees. 

GET INVOLVED!
 » We’re looking for strategic thinkers and doers to volunteer at 

this early stage to help plan and provide ideas. Please contact 
me if you’d like to chat about how you can get involved.

 » We’re putting together “welcome to the community kits”. If 
you know a business or individual who would like to include 
something in a new resident kit, please contact me.

president@scarborocommunity.com
(587) 893-8188

HANNAH (7) AND POPPY (5) CRAFTING  VALENTINE’S LOVE IN 
THE TIME OF CORONA
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Clockwise from top left: GOOSEBERRY, NORTH YORKSHIRE, SCARBORO CARROTS, 
SWEET CICELY. NASTURTIUMS  
Image credit: Glynn Wright

GLYNN WRIGHT  

Taking advantage of what we learned 
while staying close to home in 2020, 
we can look at various types of plants 
that will successfully fit into our Calgary 
gardens, and more importantly, into 
the microclimates in different part of 
our yards, to provide us with nutritious, 
attractive food for this year … or in the 
case of trees, for the next half century. 
The thought of harvesting veggies I find 
extremely appealing, but I also look 
forward to planting fruit-bearing shrubs 
that can fit in a small space. I have had no 
luck with gooseberries, (unlike my father 
who gardened in hardiness zone 8, in a 
village that holds the world record for the 
weight of one gooseberry … 62 grams) but 
I would like to try red currants as I just 
love their visual appeal both on the shrub 
and on my plate.

SCARBORO GARDEN SCENE

Garden edibles
Apart from the internet, here are some 

resources you might try. First, to gain 
an overview if you are new to gardening 
in Calgary, try the Calgary Horticultural 
Society’s “The Calgary Gardener”, then 
onto “Edible Plants for Prairie Gardens” 
by June Flanagan, and for some more 
recent specifics – strongly expressed - “The 
Chinook Short Season Yard” by Lyndon 
Penner. The wonderful photographs in 
June Flanagan’s book are very appealing 
and are accompanied by useful text. I have 
yet to look at the 2020 book by locals Janet 
Melrose and Sheryl Normandeau “The 
Prairie Gardener’s Go-To for Vegetables” 
that also should prove useful.

Some random comments about different 
edibles: in the case of potatoes – our 
alkaline soil can lead to scabs, and although 
unsightly, they do not impact the taste 
of the potato (this problem can be made 
worse by irregular or insufficient watering); 

currants can suffer from attacks by 
caterpillars and birds – keep a watchful eye 
on them; don’t plant carrots in the same 
location every year – rotate your crops to 
prevent pests from surviving through the 
winter and thriving on a new crop, and do 
not deplete the soil of nutrients; note the 
time between sowing and harvesting time 
on seed packets vis-à-vis our short growing 
season; be very careful about the use of 
herbs as some publications are not careful 
enough stating their potential negative 
impact … I was horrified to see in an 
otherwise good book on herbs a suggestion 
for a children’s herb garden to plant 
Foxgloves (Digitalis purpurea): the plant 
is toxic, although I understand foxglove 
constituents are used as medication for 
heart failure and atrial fibrillation. If you 
don’t know lovage or sweet cicely, maybe 
try them or some other unusual herbs … 
and take all advise with a grain of salt!
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SHARON NETTLETON, VICE PRESIDENT | 
SCARBORO COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

LEAVING SMILES AND HOLIDAY 
BASKETS ON DOORSTEPS 
Councillor Evan Woolley’s office heard 
about a plan being hatched by the 
Scarboro Community Association (SCA) 
in an effort to help put smiles on the 
faces of some of our community’s older, 
more isolated, &/or residents just having 
a harder time this past holiday season. 
Funding from Wooley’s office was used 
for this special community service 
initiative. Community volunteers shopped 
for a variety of local items, bundled items 
into baskets, and delivered to about 
twenty homes. The surprised looks and 
heartwarming notes of thanks put smiles 
on so many more faces than were ever 
planned. Thank you Councillor Evan 
Woolley, volunteers, and local merchants. 

SNOW ANGELS 
Many Scarboro snow angels helped out 
during and after the ‘big snow dump’ of 
December 22. 

It was a real team effort watching 
so many walks and driveways being 
shovelled together. Many helped shovel 
out drivers & their cars. Getting caught 
in those huge peaks and valleys with 
wheels a spinnin’ was quite a sight. Thank 
you angels. Keep up the great work. We 
are surely due for some more flakes or 
another ‘dump’ again soon. 

COFFEE KLATSCH & COMMUNITY 
COVID-19 RESPONSE 
Groceries and special item shopping 
continues to be used through the Coffee 
Klatsch and our Community COVID 
Response Team. For those not able to get 
out as they used to and others needing 
advice and assistance, we have so many 
in our ‘hood who are just following that 
neighbours helping neighbours approach 
and especially in these exceptional and 
unprecedented times. You know who you 
are. Thank you, thank you.

Remember if you need help or 
assistance, call Kate at: 

vkmorisset@gmail.com or 
(403) 680-0590   

COFFEE KLATSCH RECOMMENDATIONS 
FOR HELPFUL SERVICE PROVIDERS 
The latest edition of the Coffee Klatsch 
directory of recommended service 
providers to help residents age in place, 
was printed in January and dropped 
off to the homes of Scarboro Coffee 
Klatschers. If we missed you or if you are 
interested in joining our informal Coffee 
Klastches when we resume again (we 
generally have about 4 every year in the 
neighbourhood), please contact Kate as 
above. 

Kate is also interested in hearing from 
you if you are keen on being part of a 
virtual Klatsch.

Contact her before Feb. 14. 

SCARBORO GIVING BACK INITIATIVE 
In December, and in the spirit of helping 
others out and especially this year, 
monetary donations ($400 each) were 
given from our Scarboro Community 
Association casino fund.

Monies were donated to the Calgary 
Food Bank, Veterans Food Bank and the 
Calgary Drop-In Centre. These funds 
were earmarked for activities in Scarboro 
that couldn’t be held due to COVID-19. 
The Community Association felt good 
about using some of our casino funds to 
help out others.  

Also in December, four resident 
porches were used to collect food, toys 
and warm socks. Thank you neighbours 
for helping out with this special COVID 
holiday community drive. The food went 
to the Veterans Food Bank. Socks were 
dropped off to the Mustard Seed. The 
plush cuddly toys were happily received 
by ‘Women In Need’ and the toys for 
older children went to some very grateful 
homes in our neighbouring community 
of Sunalta. Thank you porch hosts – 
Foley/Headrick; Hardwicke/Leung; 
Morisset/Reynolds; Mulloy.  

  
GIVING THIS MONTH
From February 14 – February 21, two 

Caring for our residents and giving back 
drop boxes are being set up in Scarboro 
to help the Aboriginal Friendship 
Centre of Calgary with their Indigenous 
COVID-19 efforts. Coordinator Lori 
Johnstone has told us that many of their 
rough sleepers are worried about going 
to shelter because of COVID-19 and 
many outbreaks. The Friendship Centre 
is helping by providing warm winter 
wear. Help from Scarboro is greatly 
appreciated. 

Please consider donating clean (used 
or new of all sizes) 
 » Winter jackets 
 » Toques
 » Blankets & sleeping bags  
 » Boots 

Look for the porch drop off boxes at:
 » Chris Hardwicke and Vita Leung 

337 Sharon Ave SW
 » Kate Morisset and John Reynolds  

114 Scarboro Ave. SW 

Cash donations are also gratefully 
accepted. Please contact Lori Johnstone 
at the Aboriginal Friendship Centre 
at (403) 270-7379. Funds are used 
to purchase needed items when item 
donations are not available. 

Bookclub

CHAPTER 1 The Island of Sea Women, 
Zora, Lisa See
CHAPTER 2 The The Silence of the 
Girls, Pat Barker
CHAPTER 3 All Adults Here, Emma 
Straub
CHAPTER 4 Seven Fallen Feathers, 
Tanya Talaga
CHAPTER 5 Handmaid’s Tale 1985 / The 
Testaments 2019 , Margaret Atwood
CHAPTER 6 Moloka’i, Alan Brennert
CHAPTER 7 Brain on Fire, Susannah 
Cahalan
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It is important to consider emotional preparedness as part of 
your household emergency action plan. Disasters can impact 
everyone differently, but most people feel an element of 
disruption and stress. The high volume of information and 
concerns during a disaster can be overwhelming and having a 
few emotional tools identified in advance will help you remain 
calm in this type of environment. When you take care of 
yourself first you are able to support your family. 

What does stress look like: If someone in your family 
is having on-going trouble coping with their emotions or 
is experiencing symptoms of stress which could include: 
problems with sleep, separation anxiety, requiring consistent 
reassurance, increased substance use, shows less interest in 
their friends, does repetitive behaviours such as excessive hand 
washing, contact your healthcare professional for help. 

MAKE A PLAN – to understand your and your loved ones’ 
ability to be resilient before an emergency:
 » Think about how you/they cope with stress.
 » Identify what personal things make you/them feel better.
 » What healthy actions do you/they do to decompress after a 

stressful experience?
 » What do you/they do to recognize or support loved ones 

with similar feelings?

EMOTIONAL PREPAREDNESS DURING AN EMERGENCY: 
 » Continue to get timely and accurate information from 

ANDREA JOHANCSIK
WASTE & RECYCLING SERVICES | CITY OF CALGARY

As you start your spring clean, don’t put textiles in the garbage! 
There are many ways to keep clothing, shoes and textiles out of 
the City landfills.
 » Donate usable clothing and shoes to local charities or drop-

off charity bins near you. Be sure to contact them first to find 
out what types are accepted. If the charity bin is full, don’t 
leave it outside - only materials in the bins are accepted. 
Instead, hang onto your donation or take it to another bin.

 » Recycle clothing and textiles for free at a City landfill, even if 
it’s damaged. Our Throw ‘N’ Go accepts a variety of textiles 
including outerwear, shoes, reusable shopping bags, purses 
and backpacks, and more. Just make sure fabrics are clean 

and dry and place items in a bag before dropping off. If you 
bring other garbage in your load, landfill charges will apply.

 » Repurpose old cotton shirts by cutting into rags for 
household chores such as cleaning or automotive work. 
Textiles also make great projects and crafts with many 
patterns available online: sew quilts from denim and flannel, 
handkerchiefs from old t-shirts, or cushion covers from 
curtains.

 
Not sure how to properly dispose of an item? Visit calgary.ca/
whatgoeswhere for answers to hundreds of items.

credible sources. Misinformation can be dangerous during 
an emergency.

 » Try and maintain your daily routine.
 » Focus on the positive and do something you enjoy.
 » Get rest, eat nutritional food and drink plenty of water.
 » Recognize your own feelings. Be mindful, pay attention 

to your thoughts, feelings and body sensations. This can 
help identify if you are feeling anxious or stressed. Identify 
actions that can help you feel calm. 

 » Spend time with family and friends. 
 » Find different ways to stay connected with family if you are 

away from them. 
 » Find comfort in your spiritual and personal beliefs. 

STAYING CONNECTED – connections with others is critical to 
increase resilience after emergencies:
 » Identify who is in your or your family’s network.
 » Identify who you/they typically turn to when you/they are 

feeling stressed.
 » Who do you/they consider to be in your/their community?
 » Identify key contact lists for your household and how you 

will contact them.

For more information, visit https://www.
albertahealthservices.ca/amh/page16759.aspx

FROM THE DESK OF COUNCILLOR WOOLLEY

Mental Health: Emotional Preparedness
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Scarboro United 
Church | with Love & 
Gratitude 
LAURA MALONEY
MANAGER | SCARBORO UNITED CHURCH

It feels good to move into 2021, despite the challenges we all 
continue to face. Throughout Epiphany we have been exploring 
the theme of gratitude - for what we learned from 2020 and for 
the things that we have come to appreciate that we sometimes 
took for granted. 

In the Fall, while we reflected on the life’s work of Fred 
Rogers, we discovered that our new steeple lighting had been 
vandalised. This came as a bit of a shock, since we had been 
hearing lovely comments from folks who had enjoyed this 
little bit of light in the darkness. Aside from the cost and 
security concerns, it was disheartening that the light which 
we were excited to share, reaching out to our neighbours, 
would inspire such animosity. If you are aware of anyone who 
is upset about our exterior lighting, please let us know.  

Mister Rogers reminds us to love our neighbours, not 
only those who attend services, use this building, or say 
nice things in passing. We also extend love to those who 
are hurting, those who are sad or angry. I was saddened 
that someone felt compelled to go to significant effort to 
extinguish those lights. I wonder what they were struggling 
with. I wonder how we can be a light for them. I am grateful 
that the lights were repaired in time for Christmas, and I am 
hopeful that as they shine again, love will prevail. 

We continue to be a community, despite having suspended 
many in-person activities at the church, in line with public 
health recommendations. We hold worship services online, 
live at 10:30 on Sunday mornings, you can find the link to 
access services on our website. While you are there, sign up 
for the e-newsletter to stay informed about midweek online 
gatherings, a coming Lenten book study, and more. We 
would love to hear from you, drop us a line, follow our social 
media, or send a prayer request via the website. Take care 
and stay safe. 

 
office@scarborounited.ab.ca | 403-244-1161  
scarborounited.org | @scarborounited | united in diversity

Sunalta School
CHRISTINE MCCRORY
PRINCIPAL| SUNALTA SCHOOL

Sunalta School shines as your community school. We have 
approximately 300 students grades K-6 attending in-person 
and Hub learning this year. Our school has been focusing on 
student self-esteem, wellness, and learning how to feel and 
stay healthy. Sunalta School Council has supported these 
aims by providing new snowshoes, a Gaga Ball Pit, and a 
residency to develop our knowledge and love of cross country 
running and orienteering. All of our classes are taking 
advantage of the beautiful parks in the Scarboro/Sunalta area 
with land-based experiences to raise our awareness of the 
circle of the seasons and why we need parks in urban cities. 
It’s wonderful to see our students loving nature in their own 
back yard such as at Royal Sunalta, Shagannapi, and Triangle 
parks. Just a reminder that Kindergarten registration is now 
open as well as registration in any other grade and our next 
break is February 11-15. Please check out our Sunalta School 
website for updates and more information about our school.
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On January 4, a revised Guidebook for Great Communities was 
released to the public. Whereas last November, we heard that 
the Guidebook would identify areas where only single-detached 
dwellings are allowed, we’ve just learned that those areas would 
lie in the outer suburbs of Calgary.  

A map is included in the Guidebook for Great Communities 
that draws concentric circles around the Downtown: Zone A for 
communities built pre-1945; Zone B for communities built pre-
1970. Everything outside Zone B, furthest from the city center, 
is exempt from the new policy.

Communities living outside Zone B are allowed to keep 
single-detached dwellings and current land-use districts.  
Communities living in Zone B are expected to accept more 
‘moderate’ intensity in the form of duplexes. Zone A gets the 
highest intensity development, with row housing throughout, 
except where constraints exist to limit development (a lot is too 
small or a prohibitive shape, located on an escarpment, etc.).  

The new policy focuses the development of multi-family row 
houses closer to the downtown area. One issue to be aware of 
CONTINUED ON 7

Planning Update
TARRA DREVET 
SCARBORO PLANNING COMMITTEE CHAIR

FROM PAGE 47, GUIDEBOOK FOR GREAT COMMUNITIES, JAN 
4, 2021

February 1 marks the start of Black History month, which 
honours the great contributions the Black community has made 
throughout history.  

People in Canada are invited to participate in Black History 
Month festivities and events that honour the legacy of Black 
Canadians and their communities.The Governemnt of Canada’s 
2021 theme for Black History Month is: “The Future is Now”.

There are plenty of ways that everyone can honour from the 
comfort of home. Here some ideas of activities you can take part 
in — not just this month, but all year round.
 » Support Black-owned businesses. 
 » Learn about noteworthy Black figures and their 

contributions.
 » Donate to charities that support anti-racism equity and 

equality.
 » Purchase, read, and share books by Black authors.
 » Virtually visit museums that center Black history and 

culture.
 » Watch films or TV shows by Black creators.
 »  Attend Black History Month virtual events.
 »  Listen to, learn about, and share music created by Black 

artists.
 » Watch Black history documentaries.

Ways to celebrate Black 
History Month at home

  
TTaannyyaa’’ss  DDaayy  HHoommee//SScchhooooll  RReeaaddiinneessss  

33  aanndd  44  yyeeaarr  pprrooggrraamm  22002211--22002222    
NNooww  eennrroolllliinngg!!  

 
2-day program M/W or T/TH 

4-day program M-TH 
8:15 – 4:00  

Concurrent with school calendar year  
Sept – June, 2021-22 

 
 Instruction supporting confidence and kindness in a 

small group setting (six children ages infant to pre-K) 
 Inventive, fun and effective social skill and school 

readiness development 
 Daily Outdoor Adventures, Literature, Art, Music, 

and Movement 
 Home-cooked meals, healthy whole-foods snacks 
 Tanya is an experienced Day Home Provider  (20 yrs) 

& Elementary and Special Needs Teacher (8 yrs) 
 

contact Tanya 
tanya.mcferrin@outlook.com 

587-997-6751 (land line) 
information packet and local references available 



7

CONTINUED FROM 6
is that lot coverage for row housing is 60% instead of 45% for 
single-detached dwellings. Additionally, row housing can be up 
to 11 metres in height with R-C1 at 10 metres. We are looking 
into how this could affect heritage streetscapes. 

Check out the City’s webpages with updated policy documents. 
Significant decisions are to be made by Councillors: 
 » FEB 3: At the Committee for Planning & Urban 

Development (PUD), the Guidebook and North Hill 
local area plan will be presented, leading to a Council 
recommendation. This meeting will give PUD members and 
citizens a presentation of the materials and opportunity for 
questions and comments. 

 » MARCH 22:  Council Meeting, resulting in a Council 
decision on the Guidebook and the North Hill plan.  

SUGGESTED READING
HERITAGE AREA POLICIES & TOOLS
 » Summary by CHI calgaryheritage.org/wp/heritage-

conservation-tools-and-incentives-report/
 » Full report pub-calgary.escribemeetings.com/filestream.

ashx?DocumentId=138261

GUIDEBOOK FOR GREAT COMMUNITIES
The Guidebook and North Hill Communities Local Area Plan 
will be brought forward to the Combined Meeting of Council on 
March 22. This public hearing is an opportunity for citizens and 
Council to ask questions and provide comment. This meeting of 

peaseblossoms flowers 
A Valentine’s Day classic choice. Your 

neighborhood go-to for fairtrade, fresh 
and original flowers. Locally owned, 

family run and operated for 26 years..

1417, 11th street SW
403-245-1287

peaseblossoms.com

Also offering pick up at the Sunalta 
studio on Feb 12, 13,  14

1933b, 10th Ave SW

Interested in 
joining a Scarboro 
club?

peaseblossoms - new location on 10th 

Council will include a Council decision.
 » The Guidebook for Great Communities – see esp. Section 

2.8; Section 3.8 calgary.ca/pda/pd/current-studies-and-
ongoing-activities/guidebook-for-great-communities.html

 » North Hill Local Area Plan (pilot) – engage.calgary.ca/
NorthHill/realize

Attend a City-hosted Guidebook 101 session
 » Feb 11 guidebook101-feb11.eventbrite.ca
 » Feb 17 guidebook101-feb17.eventbrite.ca
 » Mar 13 guidebook101-mar13.eventbrite.ca
 » Mar 16 guidebook101-mar16.eventbrite.ca
 » Mar 22 Public Hearing of Council

HAVE YOUR SAY! 
 » Contact the City Clerks Office to provide written comment 

or register to speak at the hearing: calgary.ca/ca/city-clerks/
get-involved-with-city-council.html Phone: 403-268-5861

 » Share your thoughts with all members of Council who get a 
vote on the Guidebook: calgary.ca/citycouncil/councillors-
and-wards.html  P: 403-268-2430

 » Send emails to ward08@calgary.ca to reach Councillor Evan 
Woolley’s office in Ward 8. Email sent to councillorweb@
calgary.ca is distributed to all Councillors if so addressed in 
the message. Email His Worship at themayor@calgary.ca 

Email questions and comments about Scarboro planning and 
development to planning@scarborocommunity.com 

COFFEE KLASTCH 
Kate Morisset, (403) 680-0592 
vkmorisset@gmail.com

DINNER CLUB
Tamara Fleet, (403) 670-0047 
tamara.fleet@gmail.com

DUDES CLUB, MENS BOOK CLUB
Meets on the 3rd Thursday of every 
month at 9pm - after the kids are in bed!
Peter Strickland, (403) 585-6467 
particle@shaw.ca

BOOK CLUBS 
hello@scarborocommunity.com
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Community Board

VOLUNTEER FOR SCARBORO 
NEWSLETTER Take a walk through your 
neighborhood. Deliver the newsletter 
5x/yr to 20 to 30 houses in approx. 30 
minutes. Call or e-mail Blanka for details: 
403 288 7470, kuhnelb@gmail.com

NEW TO SCARBORO? Want to 
know how Scarboro works? Want a 
membership? Directory? Thinking about 
joining dinner club? Or a book club? Drop 
us a line: hello@scarborocommunity.com

BABYSITTING AND OTHER HELP
Jacob and Aaron are both 15, in grade 10 
and have taken their babysitting course. 
Either one (or both!) are available to give 
you a night on the town sans kids or help 
out with teen sized projects. (587) 353-
3533 | huphupho@gmail.com

BOOTCAMP MONDAYS OUTDOORS 
Come sweat your stuff safely in the great 
outdoors with bootcamp classes Mon 
7–7:45 pm. Rain or shine, snow or sun. 
Dress in layers, bring water and a mat or 
towel. Social distancing + health protocol 
rules in effect. Details doeringseis@
outlook.com or text 403-831-6372.

VIRTUAL TONE & STRETCH 
Join us online Wed 7–7:40 pm.  
Enriching, varied combination of barre, 
pilates, stretch and more in the comfort 
of your own home. Details doeringseis@
outlook.com or text 403-831-6372

BABYSITTER AVAILABLE 
Hi I’m Paige. I’m 15 and enrolled in 
Western Canada High School. I’ve 
completed the Red Cross babysitting, 
CPR, first aid, and home alone courses. 
I also have two younger siblings. You 
can contact me at (403) 689-5425 or 
paigeselley@icloud.com.

ONLINE SCIENCE & MATH TUTOR

MSc grad available to teach/tutor 
students (Gr 3 – university). Also able to 
help with test, exam preparations, study 
techniques, essay and report writing. $30/
hr. References available upon request. 
Contact: Tara Mulloy - tmulloy@sfu.ca

NEED HELP? Babysitters, petsitters, 
snow shoveling, yard care available, with 
references, experience and qualifications!
 » Bailey, in grade 11 at Western, 

qualified lifeguard, first aid & CPR and 
junior Girl Guide leader (text 403-
620-0844)

 » Riley, in grade 9 at Bishop Pinkham, 
speaks French, childcare first aid and 
babysitting course as well as home 
alone course (text 403-816-7824)

 » Carley, in grade 6 at Sunalta, knows 
basic sign language, childcare first aid 
and babysitting course as well as home 
alone course (text 403-975-6001)

FREE We have 2 unused lengths of bird 
deterrent spikes (24” each) - yours if you 
want them. Brenda 403-620-1304

CHARACTER HOME FOR SALE 2700 sq ft 
3 bdrms + finished basement with 2 add. 
bdrms, and heated double garage situated 
on a very large lot in prime Scarboro 
location. Flexible possession. Call or text 
403-540-2885 for details.

GARDEN TOUR If AHS guidelines allow, 
we will bring back our ever-popular 
garden tour. To host or to learn more: 
(587) 893-8188 | vitawleung@gmail.com

CALL FOR STORIES Do you have stories 
about raising your family or growing up 
in the neighbourhood prior to 1970? If 
so, we would like to speak with you. The 
Community Association is compiling 
stories about the neighbourhood and 
its homes as part of a historical project. 
Contact Sharon snettleton@shaw.ca | 

403-228-1562, or Carolyn carolynworks@
shaw.ca | 403-229-0860

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

PAST DATES
Jan 28: Scarboro Virtual Town Hall 
hosted by the Planning Committee re: 
Guidebook updates
 
UPCOMING DATES
Feb 12: Happy Lunar New Year. This 
is the Year of the  Ox, symbolizing 
determination, honesty and positivity. 
Feb 14: Happy Valentine’s Day
Feb 15: Family Day
February: Black History Month
March 22: Council Meeting, City of 
Calgary. To make a deputation (written or 
presentation) contact publicsubmissions@
calgary.ca or (403) 268-5861.

HALL SHED BREAK IN AND THEFT
If anyone has information related to this 
incident, please contact Brad (587) 436-
9469 or bradfordsinex@gmail.com

BOBCAT NEWS. SPOTTED ON SCARBORO 
AVE BACKYARD. PHOTO TAKEN BY ALLAN 
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I mentioned in November’s Scarboro newsletter how to use 
both Heritage Calgary’s site heritagecalgary.ca/site and the 
Henderson’s Directories peel.library.ualberta.ca/henderson.
html to do some historical digging on past home owners.  These 
tools coupled with Alberta’s Library of online newspapers 
search.proquest.com affords the ability to search individual 
names for more clues on who these historical Scarborites were.

What I learned from Henderson’s Directories is that our 
house was listed as a new house in 1927, the year it was built, 
and in 1928 Guy J. McAdam was the first owner of the home. 
Interestingly, he was actually staying at 725 Houlton House on 
13th Avenue West in 1929. The directories revealed that he was 
a teacher at Central High School. 

He lived for a short time in Scarboro as the following year 
Charles “Chas” G. McMichael became the new owner. His 
rather discomfiting job was that of debt collector for CPR 
in the Department of Natural Resources. We have been 
told by neighbours that our house had been built for CPR 
executives, however, upon learning of his position, it could 
potentially be considered a bit of a stretch for this particular 
type of employment. According to the Calgary Herald for 
December 5, 1927, the unfortunate Mr. McMichael seems to 
have had quite a taxing job. A Mr. Smith from Hasan, Alberta 
was ordered by Judge Bond in Bassano to pay $250 to keep 
the peace for one year and pay legal fees on behalf of Mr. 
McMichael. Mr. Smith was convicted of using threatening 
language against our Mr. McMichael while he was attempting 
to collect a debt from Smith. 

IF THESE OLD HOUSES COULD TALK, 001

105 Scarboro

KARIN GASHUS
OWNER

KARIN’S HOUSE IN THE BEAUTY OF SPRING BLOOM

Editor’s note: This is the first piece of the “If these old houses could 
talk” series, an initiative started by Scarboro residents to share the 
rich history of our community.



Mr. Durno was a fieldman for the Canadian Shorthorn 
Association and was the “personality of the week” in the 
Calgary Herald on March 26, 1955. A fellow Scot, hailing 
from Aberdeen, he was a livestock auctioneer in Calgary for 
over 43 years. 
 
Mr. Durno, it seems, was a bit of a risk taker. In 1926 settlers 
were pouring into Saskatchewan and local horse dealers 
came back with glowing reports of unprecedented demands 
for farm horses. Durno called up his banker and told him 
he wanted to purchase a whole trainload of horses for quick 
resale in Saskatchewan and he would require about $30,000 
to swing the deal. A train load of horses was procured 
in Alberta and the expedition for the equine invasion of 
Saskatchewan was underway. Mr. Durno had three horse 
dealers accompany the horses to the neighbouring province 
while he stayed home to run the Calgary end of the business. 
Every few days, he received a telegram from one of the trio 
stating that business was fine, but suddenly there was a long 
silence and the Calgary auctioneer began to get anxious. Days 
later the horse traders arrived home with $1,253 in cash and 
promissory notes for more than $40,000. In the spring of the 
following year, states the Calgary Herald, the blow fell with 
startling suddenness. Durno’s bank had sent out the notes to 
the various banks in Saskatchewan to collect against the loan 
and one after the other they came back marked “not known,” 
“no such person lives here” or “left the country.”  Before 
another month had passed, Durno knew he was ruined and 
called this the toughest period of his life. “I had a wife and 
three small children, and I was flat broke, we didn’t even 
have enough money to pay the grocery bill.” 

Senator Pat Burns heard about the bad business deal and he 
called Durno into his office at the Burns meat packing plant and 
asked if he could help. To make a long story short he helped 
settle with the bank and also advanced enough money to keep 
Durno’s business going. He was financially solvent again within 
a few years. Quite the fodder at the time, pardon the pun, for 
Scarboro dinner parties. 

Not surprisingly, Durno focused more on purebred cattle after 
this point in his career. He knew cattle and cattle values and 
apparently had an uncanny knack of knowing when he had 
wrested the last possible dollar out of a prospective buyer. 
Durno held many records as an auctioneer. During a four-year 
period between 1918 and 1922, Durno sold $6 million worth 

of cattle, horses, and farm implements for average sales of 
$30,000 a week. This was believed to be, at the time, a record 
for any auctioneer on the North American continent. 

In Edmonton, he sold a shorthorn bull for $15,000, the highest 
price ever paid at a Canadian auction. That particular sale sold 
$51,000 worth of shorthorn bulls in just under 63 minutes. 
That would be just under $1000 a minute, not bad for an hour 
of work in 1952. 

In 1948 influenza almost ended his career. He was diagnosed 
with viral pneumonia and for 14 days lay in the Holy Cross 
Hospital in a semi-conscious condition while a team of doctors 
worked to save his life.  An examination revealed that one lung 
had been damaged beyond repair and he was forced to curtail 
his activities both in and outside of the sales ring. A sad tale 
certainly not lost on us today.

Durno was married and had four sons and one daughter. James 
Durno was a prominent Calgarian, and his death at the age of 
71 on February 21,1958 appeared on the cover of the Calgary 
Herald. 

Next month, I’ll introduce you to John and Julia Job who were 
the owners of Butchers & Packers Supplies Ltd., and as you 
will have ascertained, dear Scarborites, the next owners of our 
house. An ironic coincidence that a cattle auctioneer sold the 
house to a butcher is it not?


