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AGM—November 22nd 
That’s the date for the 2021 AGM for the Scarboro Community Association, and you’re all invited to 
come—on Zoom, with the details on the SCA website. Remember that only members can vote.

There are still a few board positions open—consider volunteering! Contact a current 
director to find out more.

Welcome to Scarboro!
With so many new folks moving into our neighbourhood, 
the Scarboro Community Association (SCA) wanted to find 
a way to welcome and connect new residents. Starting with 
those who moved here during Covid, we have delivered 
our first 10 baskets this month. More will be coming, with 
local businesses donating items for the baskets. For their 
donations, we will recognize these businesses at our AGM  
and on our SCA website.

Marlis Anderson has offered to lead this initiative. So if you know someone new to 
Scarboro or if you have suggestions about local businesses to connect with, please 
contact Marlis at 403-805-5449 or Marlisanderson@shaw.ca.

Heritage Sidewalk Stamps 
in the neighbourhood
In 2017, Michelle Reid, in the City’s Parks department, produced a document that 
records our plantings heritage for more than 20 of Calgary’s inner-city street and 
boulevards. Three of these are in Scarboro: Senlac, Sharon and Shelbourne. The 
descriptions were recorded in the new sidewalks at the ends of those streets with 

designs imprinted into the cement. Take a short walk 
around the neighbourhood to check out the original and 
updated vegetation, which includes shrubs and trees that 
have withstood the last 90 years or more. No doubt they 
will continue to give us joy for the upcoming decades.

Reference: Conserving Calgary’s Historic Streets, Michelle Reid, Calgary Parks, [2017]

http://www.calgary.ca/CSPS/Parks/Documents/History/Conserving-Calgarys-Historic- 
Streets-Plan.pdf

Above L-R: MARLIS & ELVIS; 
KATHY G; MARYAM, KIAN & 
NIKAAN, SCOTT & MEGAN
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Sunalta School Parents Society
Funding enrichment for all students
Sunalta School Parents Society (SSPS) is a registered charity* run by school parent 
volunteers. We raise money to fund enrichment for every student at Sunalta. Exam-
ples include Artists in Residence, Indigenous Presentations, Mental Health Speakers, 
Sports Equipment, Computers, and Literacy Aids. 

Our goal is for every Sunalta student to experience opportunities they might not 
otherwise have. 

This year, we have several fundraisers. If you are able to support, we thank you!

Sun-Oka Fall Apples
Please visit this website to order:
https://fundraising.sunokafruit.com/b/ 
sunaltaelementaryschool
Deadline: October 31; 
Pickup: Scarboro Community Centre,  
early November
Sunalta School receives a 20% profit.

Fresh Christmas Wreathes
Poinsettias

Please visit this website to order:   
sunalta.growingsmilesfundraising.com

Deadline: November 16 for  
November 30 delivery

Outdoor Greenery Arrangement $50;
Holiday Wreath $35;
Poinsettias $13 

Purdy’s Chocolates
Order Now! 

https://fundraising.purdys.com/1364133-85687
Select “Marketplace” to view Items 

Direct Donation
This is our main school fundraiser,  

with 100% going to funding  
enrichment activities. 

If you wish to donate,  
please eTransfer to  
sunaltafinance@gmail.com  
Password: Sunalta2021 

or credit/debit card go to  
https://sunaltaparentssociety.com 

*Tax Receipts will be issued.

Comings...
Greetings from the Sebastians—Geron, Romi, Meika and Coco 
(the sheepadoodle)! 

We moved to 432 Scarboro Avenue this summer, and we already 
feel at home. We started dreaming about moving into Scarboro 
after spending most of our recent summers at the Calgary 
Tennis Club. Geron and Meika are avid players and love that 
they can jump on their bikes and ride down to the courts. 

Originally from Ontario, Geron works for Smart Technologies 
in sales. Romi grew up in Calgary and is a graphic designer and 
photographer. Meika started Grade 4 at Sunalta School this 
fall and is so excited to be able to walk or ride to school and see 
new friends around the neighbourhood. We are also very proud 
that this year our sweet nine-year-old has joined the U12 High 
Performance program at our favourite indoor tennis facility, 
Alberta Tennis Centre, and plays at least 5 days a week. Consider 
this an open invitation to anyone looking for a hitting partner! 

We love the strong sense of community as we walk around 
the neighbourhood and enjoy events like the outdoor movie 
night. Romi is already connected to a bookclub, and this will 
be her first edition as graphic designer of Scarboro News. 
We look forward to getting more involved in the community 
association and social events like dinner club when they are 
able to resume. We have enjoyed living in the inner city for 
years, and are so happy to have found a place in this beautiful 
neighbourhood with its perfect combination of urban living, 
charming character, and friendly, welcoming residents. 

We can’t wait to meet more new friends!

... & Goings 2009, our dreams came to life at 523 Sunderland Avenue. The 
2-storey, character home presented the perfect opportunity to 
join the community and make it our own.

The quaint inner city oasis was everything we hoped it would 
be, a friendly diverse community of individuals dedicated to 
enriching the lives of family and those around them.

Admittedly, a significant motivation to move to the 
neighbourhood was so that our children, Cohen and McKenna, 
could attend Sunalta School—the school we are all so proud 
of. We were pleasantly surprised to find all the community 
interaction: the BBQs, soccer, hockey and social events. It made 
for very special memories of Scarboro!

As with life’s twists and turns, it’s time to move on. We are 
proud to have been part of this community and will always look 
back on our time here with great fondness. But as our children 
get older and will be changing schools, we have to make 
adjustments to meet the needs of the family.

We—Natasha, Trever, Cohen & McKenna—would like to thank 
everyone in Scarboro for all of your contributions in making our 
time here something special.

After getting married in the fall of 2008, we, Natasha Florence 
and Trever Liss, began the hunt to find the ideal community to 
start and raise a family. Scarboro checked all the boxes. In early
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Gratitude & Generosity
LAURA MALONEY 
MANAGER, SCARBORO UNITED CHURCH

After Thanksgiving, we have moved through a theme of 
Gratitude into our theme for November—Generosity. Log in 
on Sunday mornings or come on over in person to find out 
more about generosity as a spiritual practice. 

Services are at 10:30am every Sunday. Not ready to visit 
the building? You can join in online at scarborounited.org; 
while you are there, spend some time exploring our new 
website. You will find links to join Travel Tuesdays, our choir 
gatherings on Thursdays, and the Promise of Ageing. Listen 
to past sermons, explore our pages on Reconciliation and 
Anti-Racism, read up on ScarboroNews or sign up to receive 
regular newsletters. 

November 28th is the first Sunday of Advent—already?!—so 
keep an eye out for events to celebrate the season; decisions 
about possible events will be made with public safety in mind. 

*Do you know anyone who was married at Scarboro United? We 
are collecting wedding photos for a feature wall in the church. 
Send digital images to Laura at office@scarborounited.org 

SCARBOROUNITED.ORG   |   OFFICE@SCARBOROUNITED.ORG 
403-244-1161

Changing Seasons  
at Sunalta School
CHRISTINE MCCRORY 
PRINCIPAL, SUNALTA SCHOOL

The students at Sunalta School have 
been thoroughly immersed in observ-
ing and taking note of the change of the 
seasons. All of our classes have been 
journaling and using their senses to ob-
serve seasonal changes to create stories 
through land-based learning. You may 
see our students venturing to Triangle 
Park, Royal Sunalta, or Shagannapi 

Park to take time in their reflective ‘sit 
spot’. During this time students come to 
know the park by building a relationship 
with the place and noticing elements of 
renewal and change around them. Their 
respect and feeling of responsibility for 
the animals that make their homes in the 
park as well as the land itself has been 
very powerful. 

Our Grade 5 students spent a day with 
the Weaselhead Preservation Society 
deepening their understanding of the 
wetlands. Sunalta students are known 
for their leadership abilities and have 

been creating messages about truth and 
reconciliation that can be seen from our 
Sunalta windows. Our Grade 6 class 
researched Indigenous people who 
have made a difference in Canada, and 
designed portraits and biographies that 
are displayed for all to see. At the end of 
October, Sunalta families will be carving 
pumpkins for a school spirit day known 
as Pumpkinella.

Sunalta School is a wonderful and caring 
place to learn! If you have any questions 
or comments, please contact us at  
sunalta@cbe.ab.ca

Looking ahead to 2022
at this year’s AGM
VITA LEUNG 
PRESIDENT, SCARBORO COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

We have an exciting and very full agenda coming up at 
the AGM, and the directors welcome everyone to attend 
and participate. In addition to invited guest speakers from 
government, here are some agenda highlights:

1. Strategic plan and community engagement. Learn 
about the draft multiyear strategic plan for Scarboro, 
and the priority areas. You’ll receive a summary of the 
incredible work that’s been completed this year in the 
focused areas and how these activities have brought 
residents together, despite the pandemic—including 
events and programs, welcome baskets (special thanks to 
resident Cory Royal, Marika of Peaseblossoms. Akosha of 
Alberta Beer Exchange, and Calgary Co-op for generous 
contributions!), beautification of our gardens and 
parks, celebration of heritage and history, community 
communications, governance, and hall transformations. 
We’ll be seeking resident feedback on the draft strategic 
plan.

2. Scarboro brand project and resident input. 
To support a number of the priorities identified in 
the strategic plan, such as the community signage 
strategy, the Olmstead 2022 celebrations and website 
improvements, and in preparation for the work that’s 
being planned for next year, the board of directors have 
decided to embark on a brand foundation development 
project for the community. A solid brand is authentic to 
the people who live in the community, and clearly defines 
who we are, what we care about and how we express who 
we are. It is a living document that can be updated as 
needed, and provides guidance for community volunteers 
who are working with visuals and voice. 

Everyone is invited to participate and provide input! At 
the AGM, we’ll kick off the resident engagement with 
an interactive Google Jamboard. The Jamboard will be 

available to the community after the AGM to give a chance 
to everyone to contribute. 

If you would like to contribute as a member of the volunteer 
brand committee, let me know!

3. Royal Sunalta Playground. The playground committee 
is still in full swing! You’ll have a chance to learn about 
the work that’s been completed so far, the landscape and 
playground design company that has been selected with 
Parks Foundation to work with our community, and what 
to expect in the next 12 months.

4. Olmsted 200 and Scarboro. Next year, 2022, marks 
Frederick Law Olmsted’s 200th birthday. Learn about 
Scarboro’s plans to honour the creative genius who 
transformed our landscapes, and how we’ll celebrate the 
firm that master planned Scarboro/Sunalta in 1909.

5. Sharon Nettleton, president. As my term comes to 
an end, I’m honoured to be able to share the good news 
that Sharon has accepted the nomination to step into the 
presidency role for the 2021/22 year. I think everyone in 
the community already knows and loves Sharon for the 
incredible amount of thoughtfulness, energy and optimism 
she brings to neighbours and all the projects around her—
and boy, does she ever start many! She is an incredible 
force in our community and will continue to push new 
ideas forward. She’ll be officially voted in at the AGM and 
supported by a strong team of officers and directors.

Many thanks to the incredible contributions of all directors this 
year, those who are staying on, and those who have chosen not 
to renew their terms. It’s been an honour to serve with such a 
passionate group of doers, thinkers and go-getters. Looking 
out into the new year, a few new residents have expressed an 
interest in stepping into director roles—thank you for your 
interest in continuing to build our little village! I’m excited 
about the prospects of what’s to come.

And to everyone, thank you for providing me with the 
opportunity to serve as a director these past four (five?) years, 
for the many debates, wisdom and jokes shared, challenges 
resolved (over a glass of wine or two!), and of course, Kate—for 
starting it all.

Please join me and this year’s board at the virtual AGM on 
November 22 to welcome your new 2021/22 president and 
board of directors! 

There are still a few board positions open—consider 
volunteering! Contact a current director to find out more.
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October’s Fall Survivors
GLYNN WRIGHT

Walking around Scarboro in early October was a fabulous 
experience from the perspective of colour this year. The long, 
cool fall without hard frost allowed the development of reds we 
love to see as the green chlorophyll fades away.

It’s four years since I first planted my Japanese, or grape-
leaved, anemone in a semi-shaded location. Suddenly this year 
it took over that bed and covered the nearby bronze-coloured 
heuchera (planted for contrast) and, with our weather, the 
reward was the long-lasting blooms on the anemone. Virginia 
Creeper did well in a variety of locations, as it did last year; the 
red leaves in the fall are caused by the anthocyanin pigment 
that is produced by sugars trapped in the leaves but are not 
present in most plants during the growing season. One theory 

Above L-R: VIRGINIA CREEPER, ICELANDIC POPPY. JAPANESE 
ANEMONE, SNAP DRAGON

is that the red leaves protect trees from the sun; another is that 
it keeps insects away. The colour could serve to highlight seeds 
or fruits to make them more obvious for consumption and 
distribution.

Although they do not form a mass of colour, the uncommon 
orange form of Iceland poppies continued to bloom until the 
middle of October as well. That was longer than the yellow 
form, although that might be due to their sheltered location in 
my backyard, where annual snapdragons also lasted well. And 
they have the added bonus of self-seeding for the next growing 
season—a Thanksgiving Gift!

Bookclub CHAPTER 1  The Midnight Library, Matt Haig
CHAPTER 2  Shadow Life, Hiromi Goto
CHAPTER 3  The Lilac Girls, Martha Hall Kelly
CHAPTER 4  A Town Called Solace,  

  Mary Lawson
CHAPTER 5  Lampedusa, Steven Price
CHAPTER 6  Halfbreed, Maria Campbell
CHAPTER 7  The Secret History, Donna Tartt

Interested in joining a bookclub? 
Email hello@scarborocommunity.com

Inaugural Cardio Class 
for the coffee-klatsch crowd
Monday, October 18th, was both the Municipal Election and our 
first SCA Coffee Klatsch Cardio Class. Ten exercise-bound resi-
dents showed up for a one hour series of carefully guided warm-
up, stretches and cardio work. We were led by professionally 
trained Scarboro resident, Erika Ringseis. Because of the current 
Covid safety restrictions, proof of vaccinations, masking in pub-
lic and limited participants are required. Advance registration 
is also required. Please contact Sharon Nettleton at snettleton@
shaw.ca if you are interested in attending or want to be added to 
our waiting list. Stay well and keep moving!

A Heritage Home
at 238 Scarboro Avenue
CATHY SMITH

The Moodie Residence was recently designated as the first 
residential Municipal Historic Resource in Scarboro. The 
Planning Committee looks forward to providing information 
sessions for residents to learn about the evaluation 
and designation process as a part of the Olmsted 2022 
celebrations this winter. We hope you’ll be inspired by 
Cathy and David’s story. Please submit YOUR home stories 
and requests for information about house designation to 
planning@scarborocommunity.com.

Cathy writes: My family has lived in the house almost 
continuously since it was first purchased by J. Frank Moodie 
in the fall of 1918. Over the last 103 years, beginning with my 
great-grandparents, six generations have lived in or visited 
the house, and many more relatives, friends and strays have 
found warmth and hospitality in its old arms.

My husband David Smith and I moved here with our family 
of four in 1975, after the death of my parents. The house was 
basically sound; everything worked and everything but the 
kitchen was original. But Dave (being an engineer) wanted 
the plumbing, electrical, heating, etc., brought into the 
21st century and up-to-code. We did not, however, want to 
‘renovate’. We chose to bring the essentials up-to-date and 
restore the rest.

We were fortunate to be put in touch with the restoration 
architect who consulted for the Lougheed House, among 
other projects. He then recommended tradesmen who were 
willing and able to deal with older houses. Very little has been 
altered, but every square inch was cleaned, oiled, painted or 
in some way attended to in the two years of restoration work. 

We lived in the house for the duration and both Dave and I 
were working outside the home at the time. But it was a labour 
of love; Dave’s goal was to ensure the house could withstand 
another 100 years.

We heard about Historic Resource Designation, at that time 
under Alberta Community Development, Cultural Facilities and 
Historical Resources. We filled out their seven-page application 
and added a binder of photographs and detailed information 
on the related history and people. The house was technically 
described as a large bungalow with exterior Tudor detailing 
and cottage style windows. It is two storeys of approximately 
100 square meters per floor. Working with Heritage Calgary 
and the City Planning and Urban Development over the last six 
months has been both easy and agreeable and the house now 
has Municipal Designation.

P.S.  I have included none of the stories behind the births, 
deaths and gossip of the times and people who have lived in 238 
and the surrounding neighbourhood. If the walls could talk, 
there would be many tales to tell, but that is another chapter. 
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Community Board

NEW TO SCARBORO? Want to 
know how Scarboro works? Want a 
membership? Directory? Thinking about 
joining dinner club? Or a book club? Drop 
us a line: hello@scarborocommunity.com

CHRISTMAS CRAFT MARKET The 18th 
ANAFVO Scout Group will be hosting 
a Christmas Craft Market on Saturday, 
November 25th from 10am to 5pm at the 
Scout Hall, 1919 - 19 Street SW, Calgary. 
Between 15 & 20 local crafters will be 
selling their goods at the market.  Please 
see our Facebook page for a list of vendors 
attending. Admission is a $5 donation 
to the Scout 2022 Yukon River fund. We 
hope to see you there!

BUYERS AND SELLERS IN SCARBORO 
I have 2 sets of buyers for our Scarboro 
area, and some sellers who are willing to 
sell. Call or text Larry Pallesen (Scarboro 
resident) at 403-850-2530,
Re/max Central Ltd.

GOOD NEIGHBOUR COMMUNITY 
MARKET is a pay-what-you-can thrift 
store, providing dignified access to 
clothing for all. They take clothing, 
toiletries and pantry (diapers, toothpaste, 
etc.) donations. All proceeds go toward 
purchasing food for the Calgary 
Community Fridge. They are currently 
most in need of all winter clothing, 
especially men’s clothing, and are 
always need diapers and formula. You 
can donate directly to Good Neighbour, 
149 - 5 Avenue SE, between 11am & 

6pm, Thursday to Saturday, or Isabelle 
Reynolds is happy to collect and deliver 
your donations—you can drop off them 
in the box at our front door, 114 Scarboro 
Avenue! Thank you in advance for caring 
for our most vulnerable community 
members.

VIOLIN INSTRUCTOR with a BA in Violin 
Performance, coupled with a Music 
Education Certificate, plus 10+ years of 
experience instructing young children 
and adults, using both Suzuki and RCM 
methodologies. I will teach in your home, 
masked, and I am double vaccinated. 
Fees: $40/60 for 40/60-minute sessions. 
Please text/call Solbin at 403-464-8162 
for inquiries.
.
SELLING YOUR HOUSE?  
Call your friendly neighborhood Home 
Stager, Kaylyn, for a free home staging 
quote! I’ve lived in Scarboro for 25 years, 
and I know the demographics, the people 
and, the houses in this neighborhood. My 
partner and I love turning vacant houses 
into homes that sell! We just staged the 
Manse at the Scarboro United Church 
- you can see our work on instagram@
roomhomestaging Call Kaylyn at 403-
988-0175 for a no-charge, no-pressure 
quote. Home Staging Works!!

NEED HELP? Babysitters, petsitters, 
snow shoveling, yard care available, with 
references, experience and qualifications!
 » Bailey, a lifeguard, in Grade 12 at 

Western, is available for babysitting, 
tutoring, swimming assistance, yard 
work and other neighbourhood jobs. 
Text 403-620-0844.

 » Riley, a Ranger, in Grade 10 French 
Immersion at Western, is available 
for babysitting, French tutoring, yard 
work and other neighbourhood jobs. 
Text 403-816-7824.

 » Carley, a Pathfinder, in Grade 7, has 
her babysitting certificate and is 
available for babysitting, yard work 
and other neighbourhood jobs. Text 
403-975-6001.

CALL FOR STORIES Do you have stories 
about raising your family or growing up 
in the neighbourhood prior to 1970? If 
so, we would like to speak with you. The 
Community Association is compiling 
stories about the neighbourhood and 
its homes as part of a historical project. 
Contact Sharon snettleton@shaw.ca | 
403-228-1562, or Carolyn carolynworks@
shaw.ca | 403-229-0860

SCARBORO 17 
UPDATE
Happy to relay that the building is  
finally above the main floor!


