SCARBORO
N

E

W

S

L

E

T

T

E

R

MARCH 2018

The next newsletter submission deadline is March
20, 2017. Notices are free to SCA members.
scarboro.newsletter@shaw.ca

SCARBORO COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION NEWS UPDATE
Family Skate
Thanks everyone who braved the crisp weather for the Family Skate held at our rink on Sunday, January 28. Much
thanks for the help from Gina and Hyunhee with setting-up and Olga for taking pictures. Everyone enjoyed treats
and hot chocolate while warming up in the newly painted hall. Cairns, Pritha and Charlie are hoping to have
another family skate before the ice melts – ideally on a warmer day. Watch for a notice by email.
Crowchild Trail Upgrades
See page 2 of the newsletter for an update from the City outlining their
2018 plan for the Crowchild Trail upgrade project. Please note two
engagement sessions:
• March 20: Noise wall engagement session
• May 9: Information session
If you want to get involved, please reach out to Darren Fach who is the
board’s contact for the Crowchild Trail project.
- John Reynolds, President

ON-LINE SOCCER REGISTRATION: IT’S NOT TOO LATE!
Online soccer registration is open until March 7 - check the SCA website
(www.scarborocommunity.com) for details. Similar to past years, the U4, U6 and U8
teams will play at the Sunalta School field on Wednesday evenings beginning April 25th
and ending June 20th.
The Southwest Soccer League (U10) and Calgary Minor Soccer Association (U12)
schedules haven’t been set yet but will run over a similar period. The wind-up BBQ will
be held at the hall on June 21st. Coaches are always needed, particularly for the U4 to U8 groups, so please consider
volunteering if you can. Prior experience is definitely not required.

1

SCARBORO NOTES
SCARBORO CLUBS

SCARBORO GARDEN SCENE
Protection from Pollution

Hedges, shrubs and trees all play a big part in reducing the
transportation of airborne pollutants. According to the Royal
Horticultural Society’s magazine, “The Garden”, particulate
pollution causes about 4 million premature deaths worldwide
per year: we in Calgary are very fortunate in that we suffer
relatively little from this problem, but the edges of the
Scarboro community clearly have more of a problem than the
interior.
“Plants with large, dense canopies and rough, hairy leaves are
especially effective at catching particulate pollutants” reports
an article in December’s RHS magazine. This applies to all
shrubs and trees, but with our long winters, evergreens are
very effective. Fortunately the protective barrier can also be an
attractive component of our gardens. To be effective, hedges
should be a metre high and a metre wide, but for many of us
that is too much space to provide to this end – but a good
compromise is to have a hedge that appeals to our eye, with a
secondary line of defense consisting of shrubs interior to the
outer hedge – hardy roses and other colourful shrubs are
ideal, but dense evergreens would be
better; light pruning of the shrubs
will create denser foliage.
Caragana bushes are not in favour
with people concerned with keeping
alien species out of the prairie
environment, but when controlled,
they do help as windbreaks. A
much more benign barrier can be
produced by cotoneaster hedges,
even those damaged by oyster scale
quickly grow back after being
treated effectively.

March Book Club Reading:
Chapter 1: The Forgetting Time Sharon
Guskin
Chapter 2: Euphoria Lily King
Chapter 3: Hidden Figures, Margot Lee Shetterly
Chapter 4: DeNiro’s Game, Rawi Have
Chapter 5: Everyone Brave is Forgiven, Chris Cleave
Chapter 6: Do Not Say We Have Nothing, Madeleine Then
Chapter7: Born a Crime, Trevor Noah

Update: Crowchild Trail Upgrades
Project
• Estimated date of completion is Fall 2019.
• A good majority of the construction work will take
place this year. There will be significant night work.
All the details can be found at: www.calgary.ca/
crowchild. The City has also been sending out
progress reports and construction updates via enewsletter. If you would like to subscribe to these,
please register at https://secure.campaigner.com/
CSB/Public/Form.aspx?fid=1351700
Noise Wall Engagement Session:
What: Public Noise Wall Engagement Session Drop-in
Session
When: Tuesday, March 20, 2018
6:30 – 8:30 pm (Doors open at 6:30 pm)
Where: Alexander Ferguson School, School Gymnasium,
1704 26 Street S.W.

Small evergreens that collect airborne pollutants include
dwarf mugo pines, junipers, Russian cypress and yew. William
Reader, creator of Reader Rock Garden, planted spruce trees
as a windbreak, and planted two lines of spruce with the
second line offset from the first, in order to reduce wind
velocity. Looking at hedges (and park fences) in Scarboro it is
easy to see which direction our most frequent winds are
coming from, and where we can best focus our efforts.

Information Session on 2018
What: Crowchild Trail Upgrades Project: 2018
Information Session
When: Wednesday, May 9, 2018
6:30 – 8:30 pm (Doors open at 6:30 pm)
Where: Hillhurst-Sunnyside Community Association,
South Social Hall, 1320 5 Avenue N.W.

Cedars are densely cloaked in needles: they will trap small
particles very effectively – I love the look of them, but as
many of us have found out, growing them successfully
depends so much on luck and location: they should probably
not to be planted in windy western exposures. - Glynn
Wright.

Night Time work: To mitigate major traffic impacts
there will be a significant amount of night work. The
City will be monitoring noise levels and keeping
neighbours in the loop on the work taking place near
their homes, and ensuring the work and the associated
noise levels are tolerable.
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD
• SUNALTA SCHOOL TAKING NEW STUDENTS: Highly rated Sunalta School is currently accepting
students from in bounds and out of bounds for certain grades. See full details next page or please call our office at
403 777 8590 to be considered for 2018–2019 school year.
• YOGA: Re-energize yourself every Thursday from 8 – 9 pm with STRETCH AND TONE. Combining pilates, yoga
and barre moves with enhanced stretching will leave you feeling long, lean and relaxed. Classes start in March!
Bring a yoga mat and water. For more details contact Erika: 403-831-6372 or ringseis@shaw.ca.
• NEIGHBOURHOOD BABYSITTERS/DOG WALKERS: Bailey is 13, in grade 8, has her babysitting
certificate, including First Aid & CPR (updated annually) & is a junior Brownie (Girl Guides) leader. Text
403-620-0844. Riley is 11, in grade 6, has her babysitting certificate, including First Aid and CPR & is a junior
Spark (Girl Guides) leader. Text 403-816-7824.
• HOUSE IN SCARBORO FOR SALE: 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, huge yard - great for young families. Please
contact Liz at 403 701-6161
• VOLUNTEER DRIVERS WANTED: Thank you to all who volunteered to drive those in need last year. I
continue to maintain an updated list of drivers. If you are able to volunteer this year, let me know.
katemorisset@shaw.ca
• SCARBORO HOUSE FOR SALE – Extensively renovated 2,800 sf 4-bedroom home on 300 block of Scarboro
Ave. Stunning great-room style kitchen, 4 fireplaces, TV nook off master, fully renovated ensuite with steam
shower. Newer roof, new pluming and sewage lines, professionally landscaped backyard with fountain, hot tub and
covered porch. And much more. Please contact John at 403-860-1421 for info, photos or viewing.
• CELEBRATE WESTERN! Western Canada High School’s only fundraiser is April 7. Do you have anything to
donate to this cause? A week at your cottage? a bottle of wine? dog walks? Western is consistently ranked the best
public high school in Alberta and offers students (many of whom are Scarboro residents) excellent enrichments.
Support your local high school! Questions or donations, Kate Morisset 403-680-0592 or katemorisset@shaw.ca
• OCCASIONAL ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT REQUIRED: Seeking someone to do typing, powerpoint
presentations on occasional basis. Contact Bob at rjdpage@gmail.com
• FUN PIANO TEACHER WANTED: Looking for a wonderful piano teacher for 5 year old boy's first lessons.
Teach on our home keyboard, or at your trustworthy home and/or studio. Please text 403-470-5082 with info and
references.
• BABYSITTER REQUIRED? Samara is 14 years old, lives in Scarboro, and is in grade 9. She has her
babysitting, First Aid, and CPR certifications and she would be happy to help you and your family. Please contact
her by telephone at (403) 245-2448.
SCARBORO UNITED CHURCH UPCOMING EVENTS
• Book Club - Tuesdays @10am;
• Prayers for the Earth - Mar 4 @11:30am;
• Circle Dancing - Mar 4 @2pm;
• Scarboro Seniors/The Promise of Ageing - Mar 14 @1:30pm;
• Women's Talking Stick Healing Ceremony - Mar 25 @1pm.
• Worship: Sundays @10:30am.
• Tea with the Revs: Thursdays @ 2pm.
• Communion: Wednesdays @10:45am - during Lent come and walk the labyrinth before or after communion.
• Palm/Passion Sunday - Mar 25 (Communion) /Maundy Thursday - Mar 29 @7pm /
• Good Friday - Mar 30 @10:30am.
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Contact us: office@scarborounited.ab.ca / scarborounited.org / 403-244-1161 /#unitedindiversity

SUNALTA SCHOOL NEW
Sunalta School Builds Hogwarts Castle and Solve Problems
There isn’t just any ordinary castle in our grade six class at Sunalta School! It is a castle
built on a foundation of mathematical learning. This is an innovative approach adopted by
our grade six classes to enhance the learning of mathematics. Students learn by attaching
meaning to what they are doing, they begin with concrete
experiences and move to the more abstract as they
manipulate numbers and understandings to create a
masterpiece. Students worked together to measure every
angle, calculate the perimeter and area of every box and
solved mathematical equations in order to plan how this
castle would eventually fit together. This project illustrates
how exciting mathematics can be. Students needed to plan
and work together to create this learning masterpiece. At
the end of February you will see a portable Escape Trailer
on our playground. Students will be learning how to solve
puzzles to escape from the rooms and be creating puzzles of
their own. Learning is much more engaging and creative than when I went to school. - Marie Bowen,
Principal
SUNALTA SCHOOL TAKING NEW STUDENTS: Highly rated Sunalta School is currently
accepting students from in bounds and out of bounds for certain grades. If you live within our walk zone
or are thinking about an alternate excellent academic experience for your children then please call our
office at 403 777 8590 to be considered for 2018–2019 school year.

Calgary Snow and Ice Bylaws!
With the inordinate amount of snow we have received this winter it is
important to remember responsibilities as it relates to snow removal in
and around your property. Here’s what the by-law requires (within 24
hours):
• Owners and occupants of a home are responsible for removing snow
and ice from the pathways and sidewalks in the front or to the side of
their property.
• The owner or occupant of land adjacent to a sidewalk must remove all snow and ice. Those adjacent to a pathway
must remove snow and ice for a minimum width of 1.5 meters from the side of the pathway closest to their property.
• A sidewalk is that part of a street set aside specifically for pedestrian use A pathway is a multi-purpose thoroughfare
used by pedestrians, cyclists and persons using wheeled conveyances such as skateboards.
Be A Snow Angel! Keeping sidewalks free of ice and snow can be very challenging for older adults and people with
limited mobility. Through Snow Angels, you are encouraged to be a good neighbour by clearing snow for those who
need assistance.
Organized Snow-Clearing Program: If you and your neighbours or other members of your community would
like to develop a more organized snow-clearing program, we can help coordinate one. Call 311 for assistance.
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