
School’S In!
Back In claSS for Sunalta StudentS

by Christine McCrory & Larysa Hart
Administrators, Sunalta School

No one could have imagined how our 2020-2021 school year was going to unfold. The never-ending flexibility 
of our staff to embrace new protocols and safety measures, the ability of our students to adapt and preserve 

through the challenging pivots from in-person to online learning, and the tireless work of our support and 
cleaning staff in keeping our school safe, are only a few of the silver linings the Sunalta School community 
experienced through this challenging global pandemic. As a collective, we have a greater appreciation for our 
historic building at the top of the hill. We love Sunalta School!

Although the school year began with so many unknowns, our students and staff were thrilled to be back in-
person. The challenges that we all faced together brought us renewed appreciation for our wonderful community 
of learners. Practicing mindfulness was a school-wide strategy used to support understanding ourselves as 
learners and how to take care of each other during these unprecedented times. Taking mask breaks outside 
enabled teachers to leverage the beautiful outdoor spaces surrounding our school. Discovering the Riparian 
at Shagannapi and learning about the history of the Sunalta/Scarboro community added to student and staff 
appreciation of Calgary’s history and the importance of caring for our special city and community.

Communication between the school and homes became more vital than ever before, and an opportunity to 
work together to support student achievement was essential. Out of necessity, we discovered new opportunities 
to improve our digital citizenship skills. Families and staff were required to learn online platforms with new 
tools and ways of sharing and celebrating learning with families. An extra special thank-you goes to our school 
council who went above and beyond in providing supports in unique and creative ways.

It is with much gratitude that we offer this reflection. We deeply appreciate the support of everyone who came 
together to ensure that Sunalta School continued to be a safe, caring and welcoming place to learn and grow. 

We are excited to welcome everyone back for the 2021-2022 school year!
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Fall 2021 In The Community
by Vita Leung
President, Scarboro Community Association

Dear neighbours,

If you had a chance to spend time at the cabin, go on 
vacation elsewhere or simply spend time in the garden, 
I hope it was enjoyable and that you’re fully recharged 
for the fall season. Scarboro gardens were in full bloom 
these last few months, and residents were similarly very 
active. Thanks to all of you amazing people for everything 
that you do.

Events and programs

Karin and other board members kicked off the summer 
with a Zoom townhall for potential Ward 8 candidates, 
giving many residents a chance to ask questions about 
issues that matter to our community. Erika started a new 
Coffee Klatsch cardio program (see her ad on Community 
Board), and there were also countless distanced outdoor 
visits, food truck festivals (thanks Nicole!), as well as 
some very special outdoor lawn concert. Lots of new 
memories were made, and laughs shared. 

Gardens, Playgrounds (many hands make for lighter 
work) and The Community

• Thank you Glynn and team for heading up new 
initiatives such as the Triangle Park Brick Bed 
Rejuvenation and new plantings, and community 
signage. 
• Playground – Desirae and Nicole, PRQ, received five 
proposals and decided to go ahead with Playworks, 
the strongest proposal with a landscape designer on 

Playground Report
by Desirae Robertson
Playground Lead

Submission 1: Programs or Classified Section

Interested in registering your (K-6) child for after-school 
HipHop classes at the Scarboro Community Hall this 
fall? A fun, upbeat class led by Instructors from Pulse 
Studios will get your kids moving and grooving. Classes 
would run on either Tuesdays or Thursdays, depending 
on interest. For more information please contact Desirae 
Robertson at 403-921-7978 or desirae.justin@gmail.com

Submission 2: Summer Playground Committee Update

Thank you to all the families who came out for the Nature 
Adventure Day on July 16th. The kids had a ton of fun 
playing with loose parts and exploring Royal Sunalta 
Park. 

The past few months have been busy for the Playground 
Committee. Using the considerable feedback received 
from the Community Engagement Survey in May, our 
committee (in partnership with the City of Calgary and 
Calgary Parks Foundation) engaged with five vendors who 
submitted proposals with preliminary concepts and budgets 
for the new playground at Royal Sunalta Park. After reviewing 
and interviewing vendors, we selected one vendor to move 
forward. We have recently kicked off the design process to 
ensure alignment on design priorities and direction. 

To date, we have applied for three significant grants (extra 
thanks to Sarah Duff) and will continue to apply for available 
funding resources. 

This fall, expect further engagement with adjacent residents 
to the park, preliminary sketches, and fundraising 
opportunities to show your support!

Any questions, please email scarboroplayground@gmail.com

their team who studied Olmstead in school. 
• The City has done some new curb work to make 
our streets safer and more walkable, buried overhead 
wires, replaced end-of-life light posts, and created 
new bike lanes on 12th. 
• A new team headed by Peter and Tarra are looking 
into new stylized streetlights.
• Karen A. has completed months of work in setting 
up an Anderson Caveat Enforcement Fund (see story 
on page 4).
• Congratulations to Tarra and team for completing 
the Scarboro publication!
• Special congratulations to Cathy for designating 
the Moodie Residence!

Hall - You can book the hall—but please check with 
William or Brad about most up-to-date health protocols 
as things continue to evolve. 

Sad news - Peg Brydon, our oldest Scarboro resident, 
passed away at the end of the summer. She and the 
family are in our thoughts.

As children return to school and evenings get shorter, 
important dates this fall are: 

•Movie Night, September 10th (see poster, page 7)
•Federal election – Monday, September 20th 
•Municipal election – Monday, October 18th 
•AGM – November. Contact us if you’re considering 
being on the board of directors for 21/22.



Comings…
We are the Bahonar/Moghadasi family and we 

now live at 408 Superior Avenue.
I am Mehdi Bahonar and I have a beautiful wife, 
Maryam, a 4.5-year-old son, Kian, and another boy, 
Nikaan, who is 0.5 years old.

… & Goings
For 28 years, 432 Scarboro Avenue has been home 

to the Fifer/Jonkers family. In 1992 we were living 
in Signal Hill and wanted to move closer to the down-
town to avoid long commutes. After searching for sev-
eral months, we came across a For Sale sign at 432 
Scarboro Avenue, and we knew this was the house we 
wanted! We moved in August 1993 and a few years 
later did some renovations, replacing a breezy and cold 
sunroom with a kitchen nook, and adding cathedral 
ceilings & large windows facing the Jubilee Auditorium 
& downtown Calgary.

In 1995 our son Neil was born and life became very 
busy. In the late ’90s, Veronica joined Chapter 4 of 
the Scarboro Bookclub and remained a member until 
2014. Veronica also organized the Scarboro Dinner 
Club for a few years in the early 2000s. It was hugely 
popular and ran until the pandemic hit in 2020; hope-
fully, it will be revived soon). Neil attended Sunalta 
School for a few years, then moved to Calgary Acad-
emy. He was also active in community soccer and a 
member of the Calgary 18th Scout Troop in Bankview 
for many years. When Neil’s moving out of the house 
prompted us to think about downsizing. We will be 
moving to a duplex with a small yard in Spruce Cliff 
in August 2021.

My wife and I were born in Iran in a city in the central 
mountain range, which is at ~3,000-m elevation with 
cold -15 TO -25°C temperatures. We are used to the 
dry weather and heavy snowfalls. We met in univer-
sity in Iran in our third year of university. We finished 
our undergraduate and master’s degrees in Iran and 
Canada, then moved to Canada in 2007 and began an 
engineering PhD program at the University of Calgary. 
We both started working right after graduation.
We spend almost all our free time with our sons. 
whether it is playing in the dirt, camping, light biking, 
hiking or having picnics. We’ve booked lots of camp-
ing grounds and will had a busy summer outside. 

We came to Scarboro from Spring Bank Hills, which 
we really loved. Our decision to move to the inner city 
was to shorten our commute time to work downtown 
and also to target the best possible schools from K-12 
for our sons. Naturally, Scarboro with its great his-
tory, reputation, top elementary school and great peo-
ple was our top choice. When we talked to few local 
residents, it was confirmed and it is why we are here.
We are very excited to be in this community and look 
forward to meeting our neighbors and the community. 
We are a bit shy but are eager to be engaged in all that 
Scarboro has to offer.

Our favorite memories of Scarboro are its sense of com-
munity, wonderful neighbors, and spectacular views. 
Our neighbors on both sides are second-generation 
owners of their homes, a testament to the appeal of the 
community. I will miss chatting with everyone when I 
walked our miniature schnauzer, Piper, who has been 
a member of the community for over 14 years. But it’s 
time to do less yard work and make new memories. 
Goodbye Scarboro, we will miss you! 



The Anderson Caveat & Enforcement Fund
by Karen Abernethy

The Scarboro Community Association (SCA), with tremendous support from the community, continues to 
put a lot of energy and volunteer time into initiatives aimed at maintaining our historical significance. Led 

by our SCA Planning Committee, an important development this year has been requests at a municipal and 
provincial levels to evaluate the community for its heritage significance. In parallel, the SCA Board of Directors is 
continuing to support the Anderson Caveat. Important elements of Scarboro’s physical and historical landscape 
are preserved by the Anderson Caveat. 

The caveat, which dates back to 1911, is a restrictive covenant that was put into place to establish a building 
scheme for Scarboro and maintain the design of the community created by the famous Olmsted Brothers firm. 
To do this, the SCA Board has created a separate bank account where new funds can be specifically contributed 
by SCA members (voluntarily and apart from regular annual community membership fees) to assist Scarboro 
landowners when necessary to enforce the restrictive covenant. The SCA Board will control this new fund (The 
Anderson Caveat Enforcement Fund) and how it will be used. It will be used for approved expenditures related 
to the Anderson Caveat and its enforcement on registered land titles in Scarboro.

A few more things you should know: Only a property owner with the Anderson Caveat registered on title can 
enforce it against another property owner with the Anderson Caveat. This can be any neighbour with the caveat, 
and you need not be an adjacent neighbour or even live on the same street. 

Lawyers have advised us that a restrictive covenant like the Anderson Caveat will become unenforceable if there 
are continued violations and if the community does not take steps to enforce it. Therefore, to maintain some of 
the essential historical elements of the neighbourhood, it is important for neighbours to monitor and support 
interventions if it is thought that the caveat is being violated. 

The decision to use the fund will be based on whether it serves “community interest” and optimizes the protection 
of the Anderson Caveat. The funds will be limited, so the SCA Board will make decisions strategically.

SCA members encouraged to contribute to the fund. Any and all contributions are welcome. Please note: 
 • All contributions are nonrefundable. 
 • Contributions are not eligible for any charitable contribution tax receipt.
To contribute to the fund and/or to ask questions, please contact Brent Fraser, Karen Abernethy or Sharon 
Nettleton, or email caveat@scarborocommunity.com 

For more information on the Anderson Caveat and the Enforcement Fund, 
see the Scarboro Community Association website. 

CHAPTER 1 A Thousand Ships, Natalie Haynes

CHAPTER 2 The Lost Apothecary, Sarah Penner

CHAPTER 3 Nine Perfect Strangers, Liane Moriarty

CHAPTER 4 Barracoon, Zora Neale Hurston

CHAPTER 5 American Dirt, Jeanine Cummins

CHAPTER 6 Five Little Indians, Michelle Good
  21 Things You Might Want to Know 
                            about the Indian Act, Bob Joseph

CHAPTER 7 A Promised Land, Barack Obama

Bookclub
Interested in joining a bookclub?
Email hello@scarborocommunity.com



The Scarboro Garden Scene
Extreme heat in Summer 2021
by Glynn Wright
What did well this hot summer? Deep-rooted trees, 
flowers and weeds—dandelions come to mind here—
and succulents, silver-leafed plants and shiny-leaved 
plants survived. Hostas in partial shade also have done 
unusually well this year. But it seems as if the oak trees in 
Triangle Park suffered from lack of available water in the 
surrounding sandy soil.

On the prairies, we are familiar with the need to be aware 
of plant hardiness zones, in terms of winter temperatures 
particularly, but usually unfamiliar with the risks to plants 
of dehydration due to heat. The American Horticultural 
Society produced a map illustrating this danger by showing 
how many days per year there are over 30°C, and their 
monthly magazine often records the preferred heat zone 
for plants discussed in those publications. Most plants in 
Calgary grow well between 5°C and 30°C. 

Typically, Calgary has between 2 and 10 days with 
greater than 30°C temperatures. Early in August, we had 
already had 18 days above 30°C. But the annual record 
goes to the “dust bowl” when in 1936, we had 23 days. 
(Surprisingly, 9 of the top 10 years since 1881 have all 
been in the 20th century.) A study of the years from 1951 
to 2017, by Stefan Kienzle of the University of Lethbridge, 
showed that generally southeast of Calgary is the hottest 
area in Alberta (expressed also by the short grass prairie 
biome), and recently there has been an increase in the 
number of “growing degree days”—a measure of potential 
plant growth; most change occurred near the US border, 
southeast of Lethbridge.

What do we learn from this? Plan on focusing on sun-

tolerant plants, and using shade from trees or buildings 
wisely; add mulch and water deeply. Allow lawn grass to 
grow higher than usual—and find out what grows well in 
Alberta’s “deep south”.

by Glynn Wright
In the spring of 2021, the SCA Board approved the 
establishment of a committee, informally known as 
the Landscape Enhancement Team, to work towards a 
more intimate relationship with the City of Calgary for 
the enhancement of our parks and boulevards, with a 
preference towards reminders of historic plantings. The 
team consists of three people, Pritha Kalar, Tamara Fleet 
and Glynn Wright (lead), who are working with other 
volunteers and board members to focus on short- and 
long-term goals to enhance our ‘green areas’. The team 
has been in touch with several City personnel, mainly 
from the Parks Department.

The community offered to supply volunteers to work on 
Triangle Park. However, City employees have already 
been working on tidying up several beds in the park, 
including one adjacent to Sunderland Avenue and one 
adjacent to Senlac Street. These two beds had mulch 
added in August, and will be the sites of more work over 
the next year. Several community members have formally 
or informally adopted this and other green areas on behalf 
of our residents.

William Reader, superintendent of parks and other outdoor 
projects throughout the City from his appointment in 
1913 until retirement in 1942, provided City Council with 
detailed annual reports of the establishment of boulevard 
and park grass, shrubs, trees, and annual and perennial 
plantings in the inner city. 

The Scarboro team is going to take advantage of Reader’s 
expertise, which is well documented, as we redevelop our 
green areas in consultation with the City. 
Several boulevards and park areas have been the site 
of tree planting in 2021. Columnar crabapple trees 
(Crabapple Pink Spire) have been planted along the 
northeast edge of the Sunalta School grounds, as well as 
Mountain Pines on the triangular park where Scotland 
and Superior intersect (described sometimes by Reader 
as the Scotland Street Plot).

Residents with ideas about improvements are invited to 
contact the team.

Scarboro Park and Boulevard Enhancement



Did you know that part of your yard is made up of 
rights-of-way, and your property line doesn’t begin 

at the edge of the road or sidewalk closest to your home?

The City of Calgary is responsible for managing access to 
municipal rights-of-way in Calgary. A right-of-way is an 
area that gives the City space to install infrastructure 
(i.e., streetlight poles and trees), while also giving shallow 
utilities (i.e., power, gas and telecommunications providers) 
a place to install and maintain their critical infrastructure. 

When utility work is required in your community, crews 
can apply for the permits required to access the right-
of-way to install infrastructure, both above and below 
ground. All properties contain a road right-of-way, but 
only some properties have a utility right-of-way on 
them. In most cases, the utility right-of way starts at 
your property line and extends inward, toward your 
home. The space the right-of-way takes up in a yard 
will vary and it can also be located along the side of 
your home or at the back. 

As a homeowner, you are responsible for mowing and 
general maintenance, but it is technically the road 
right-of-way and is considered public land. 

For more information or to learn where the right-of-way 
is located on your property, visit calgary.ca/row. 

The J. Frank Moodie House
238 Scarboro Avenue SW
by Cathy Smith

Understanding Rights-Of-Way 
& Your Property 
From the Desk of Councillor Woolley

In July of this year Heritage Calgary in co-operation 
with City Planning and Urban Development 

announced the designation of the Moodie (Munn, now 
Smith) residence as an official Historic Resource. 

The house was completed in 1914 but stood empty 
for four years before my grandfather, Frank Moodie, 
bought it. Six generations of my family have visited 
here and four generations have called it home. More 
information about the architectural and historical 
significance is available through:
https://www.heritagecalgary.ca/heritage-calgary-
blog/moodieresidence

This house is not the only one of historic value in 
Scarboro. A number of other houses were occupied in 
the 19-teens and twenties by well known and influential 
families, and some of those residences are still being 
lived in by descendents of the original owners. While 
the designation of 238 will protect this house and its 
history, my hope is that it will also lend support to 
the Scarboro Community Association’s proposal for the 
whole community to become a protected heritage area. 



Welcome Back to Our Future
by Laura Maloney
Manager, Scarboro United Church
It has been a long 18 months, and we are not out of the 
woods yet. While we continue to advocate for prudent 
public health measures, like masking where appropriate, 
we are pleased to share that in-person worship services are 
scheduled to resume on Sunday, September 12 at 10:30am. 

Worship services will continue to be shared online so that 
they are accessible to everyone who wishes to attend, 
regardless of their comfort level for in person gatherings. 
For now, attendance will be capped at 100 people in the 
Sanctuary, and there will be no shared food or beverages 
(you may bring your own water bottle or travel mug). Masks 
must be worn inside the building until you are seated, 
and also while singing. We look forward to seeing you in 
September!

Reminder: The 3rd Annual Citywide Pride Service will be 
online on Sunday, Sept 5 at 10am; the link will be available 
on Facebook and YouTube. This year’s guest speaker is The 
Rev. June Joplin.

MOVIE IN THE PARK
FREE EVENT FAMILY FRIENDLY ALL WELCOME
SCARBORO COMMUNITY HALL 1737 14 AVE SW, Calgary, AB

FRIDAY, SEPT 10 @ 8pm
Pre-register at www.sunalta.net/movie-in-the-park

SOCIAL DISTANCING PETS ON LEASHBRING YOUR OWN CHAIR
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Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9-4:30 - office@scarborounited.
ab.ca | 403-244-1161 | scarborounited.org



	

NEW TO SCARBORO? 
Want to know how Scarboro works? 
Want a membership? Directory? 
Thinking of joining the dinner club? 
Or a bookclub? Drop us a line: 
hello@scarborocommunity.com 

CARDIO KLATSCH! Let’s help each 
other stay fit and active in a safe way. 
Staying fit and active is especially 
important as we get older. Our 
neighbourhood exercise expert and 
qualified instructor, Erika Ringseis, 
is reaching out to older community 
members—and especially Scarboro 
Coffee Klatschers—who are 
interested in joining a new weekly 
exercise program at the Scarboro 
Community Hall. 

The 1-hour weekly program—Monday 
from 2:30-3:30pm—will begin on 
Monday, September 20th. The program 
is free for all SCA members. Exercises 
can be modified to accommodate varied 
fitness levels and mobility needs of 
attendees from beginner to advanced. 
Please contact Erika at doeringseis@
outlook.com or 403-831-6372 to register.

HOUSE FOR SALE: Coming up for 
sale in September 2021 by owner, 
1601 Summit Street SW, a 2 storey 
home built in 1949 with a 3 car 
heated detached garage added in 
2001. 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, fully 
updated in 2021, including wiring 
& plumbing. 2350 ft² of living space, 
1800 ft² aboveground plus a 550 ft² 
finished basement. Open concept 
floorplan on main, new kitchen and 
appliances. Multipurpose room just 
off kitchen that is fully wired for 
media/family/work room. Primary 
bedroom with walk-in closet and 
4-piece ensuite bath. New paint and 
new or refinished flooring throughout. 
Newer furnace and continuous hot 
water system. Lot size 8250 ft², with 
sprinkler system. Two-block walk to 
Sunalta School (K-6). 
Inquiries to Paul Mason at 403 608 
9294 or sandpmason@shaw.ca

HOME FOR SALE ON TRIANGLE 
PARK: Beautiful 2-storey character 
home in heart of Scarboro across 
from Triangle Park. Fully renovated 
and modernized with 3+1 bdrms; 
finished, full-height basement; 
oversized, insulated two-car garage. 
Many upgrades, including multizone 
heating and AC, on demand hot-water 
system, new windows and wood trim 
throughout. Flexible possession. 
Call or text Scott at 403-861-6161 
for details. 

FOR RENT: Quiet walk-out basement in 
a garden-like setting suitable for a single 
woman who walks to work downtown 
or catches one of various modes of 
transportation to post-secondary 
institutions. On street parking only. Rent 
negotiable. No pets. Available August 1, 
2021. Call 403-244-8611.

NEED HELP? Babysitters, petsitters, 
snow shoveling, yard care available, with 
references, experience and qualifications!

• Bailey, in Grade 11 at Western, 
qualified lifeguard, first aid 
& CPR and junior Girl Guide 
leader (text 403-620-0844)
• Riley, in Grade 9 at Bishop 
Pinkham, speaks French; 
childcare, first aid & babysitting 
course as well as home alone 
course (text 403-816-7824)
• Carley, in Grade 6 at Sunalta, 
knows basic sign language; 
childcare, first aid & babysitting 
course as well as home along 
course (text 403-975-6001)

KUDOS TO CARLEY! Grade 6 
graduates, led by Carley Doering, 
did an incredible job on the first 
annual Super Scarboro Summer 
Camp. Twenty-three children 
participated and had a great time 
playing games, doing crafts and 
activities in Triangle Park and 
the community. Even though the 
participants voted on some pretty 
crazy costumes that the counsellors 
had to wear on the last day, the 
super counsellors hope to see all 
the participants back next year!

CALL FOR STORIES Do you have 
stories about raising your family or 
growing up in the neighbourhood 
before 1970? If so, we would like to 
talk to you. The SCA is compiling 
stories about the neighbourhood 
and its homes as part of a 
historical project. Contact Sharon 
snettleton@shaw.ca / 403-228-
1562 or Carolyn carolynworks@
shaw.ca / 403-229-0860.

Community Board


