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Movie Night Review
by vita LeuNg

Movie Night on September 10th was 
a success! Weather held out and it 

only started raining after we’d already 
packed up. Great joint community event 
with Sunalta—mucho thanks to everyone 
on both teams for making this happen. 
Super heartwarming to see so many 
people (maybe 500?) and all the kids 
racing about.

CoRN StaNd PoPuP
by ShaRoN NettLetoN

The Mielke family on Sunderland Avenue ‘popped 
up’ a corn stand in Sept to share their family’s 

locally grown organic corn in the neighbourhood. 
The corn, picked by the family from the farm that 
week, was ever so sweet, very fresh and reasonably 
priced. 

Hmm… it got many of us wondering whether 
Scarboro/Sunalta might be interested in pursuing 
a spring/summer/fall farmer’s market. Anyone 
interested in pursuing this idea for next year, please 
contact hello@scarborocommunity.com.

Save the Date!
AGM on November 22nd

Everyone is invited to join us 
at the 2021 AGM, which will 
be likely be offered via Zoom. 
Details on our website. Keep in 
mind that only members can 
vote. 

Watching a movie on Scarboro hillside

Thank you, Calliah Mielke (left) & Gabby Mielke (right)

Volunteer!
We are seeking a number of 
positions:
•  Membership director 
• Hall and rink maintenance 
volunteers
•  Director positions

Membership
Renewals due October 31st 
It’s that time of year again. 
Remember to renew your 
membership for 2022! Look out 
for an email with an online link, log 
into the website to renew, or call to 
arrange for cash/cheque payment.

The Scarboro News is published 10 times a year by the 

Scarboro Community Association

Email hello@scarborocommunity.com 

on or before the 20th of each month

Instagram @scarboroyyc

 Facebook @scarborocommunity

HAPPY THANKSGIVING! SUBMISSIONS? FOLLOW US:

OCTOBER 2021
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What an incredible amount of energy our small 
village puts forward! Last spring, we shared 

resident ideas for how we could improve our unique 
community. In a few very busy months, a number 
of these initiatives took flight, and some are almost 
complete. Here’s what’s been happening:

Programs – While many of us still worked from 
home over the summer, lots of activities took place, 
allowing residents and families to get together, get 
active, or just share some new memories. Community 
summer camp, soccer, foodtruck parties in Triangle 
Park and Royal Sunalta Park, Coffee Klatsch park 
meets and the new Cardio Klastch with Erika Ringseis. 
Engagement by and with new neighbours through the 
new Comings & Goings articles, and Welcome Baskets—
thank you, Sharon and Marlis Anderson for taking this 
on. To kick off the fall season, Movie Night—another 
partnership with Sunalta—500 of us watched Raya 
and the Last Dragon on a perfect autumn evening, and 
probably consumed way too many mini donuts. I know 
I did, but who can resist…

Gardens, Parks, Roads - Since June, the new 
Landscape Committee has really taken off. thanks to 
Glynn, Nicole and many others. This group engaged 
with Pamela and Ron and others from the City to weed 
and mulch around all trees and bushes throughout the 
community, clean up and beautify Triangle Park, and 
complete roadworks; new plantings will be selected in 
the coming months. Peter and Tarra have been working 
on a beautification initiative with signage and lampposts. 
The community looks amazing!

Royal Sunalta Playground Planning – Desirae Robertson 
is working with a group of talented residents who put 
a tremendous effort to engage residents in what they 
want to see in the new playground, selected a consultant 
through a rigorous vendor selection process, submitted 
numerous grants while many of us were in summer 
relaxation mode, and are now working on the design 
with PlayWorks and a landscape architect who studied 
Olmsted. Thank you, Desirae, Sarah Skett, Danielle 
Foster, Rebecca Szybunka and the rest of the team. 

As well, the City has started a redevelopment project at 
Pumphouse Park, which could see twinning bike lanes 

along the river path, festival space, better connectivity 
and winter-city activations. 

History and Heritage - Interest and engagement 
in heritage in our community continues to grow. 
Congratulations to Tarra Drevet and the team for 
completing the unique heritage publication about our 
community. Moodie House was designated this summer, 
the first in Scarboro, and the oral histories project 
is starting. The Caveat Committee has completed an 
incredible amount of work, thinking through how to enforce 
the Anderson Caveat; many thanks to Karen Abernethy 
and the team. Karin Gashus is leading the planning for a 
year of programming in 2022 to celebrate what would be 
Frederick Olmsted’s 200th birthday (see article on page 6).   

Community Hall - Brad Sinex has really 
transformed the hall—it’s now more beautiful, user-
friendly and welcoming. He volunteered many long 
hours, evenings and weekends, responding (with 
others) to resident calls, security calls, and looking 
after the hall. Brad has announced that he’ll be 
stepping down from this position; many thanks for 
your years of dedication, thoughtfulness and care. 

Communication – We’ve received some great 
feedback about the newsletter and timely eblasts. Thanks, 
Bevelyn & Florentina, for the lovely resident stories! 

Governance – This is another area of great 
momentum: Terms of Reference for committees; 
templates for project plans, including budget and action 
plans; a grant-tracking process that Karen Abernethy is 
leading; and some needed internal policies. Thank you, 
Katrina Edgerton-McGhan, for getting us organized. 

Volunteers - Thank you to everyone who contributes 
every day, for everything you do! 

What’s on your wish list? If you have an idea for something 
you think would invigorate the neighbourhood, send 
your thoughts to hello@scarborocommunity.com

If you’d like to get involved with the board, now’s the 
time to step up! If you’re an ideas person who loves to 
make things happen, consider volunteering for a director 
position! Contact a current director to find out more. 

How Five Years Became Five Months:
Update on Scarboro’s Initiatives and Business Plan
by Vita Leung, President & Sharon Nettleton, Vice-President
Scarboro Community Association
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in love with the area and would regularly check to see 
what houses were listed for sale. When we came to see 
359, we were instantly charmed by the historic details 
of the house—the dark beams and leaded windows, 
in particular—and were living in the house not even 
three weeks later!
 
Scott was born in Fredericton, but raised in Calgary, 
and Megan was born in Edmonton and here for work 
after university; we’re both pension actuaries and 
actually met at the office. We’ve always loved living 
inner city and have bounced between Inglewood, the 
Beltline and, most recently, Sunnyside before landing 
in our Scarboro home. The Jacobs, the previous 
owners, were here for 60 years, and we hope to be here 
just as long.  
 
Since moving in, we have felt so welcomed to the 
neighbourhood. Everyone is so friendly, and we look 
forward to getting to know even more people as things 
open up. We are excited about our second Halloween 
in the house, loving how busy the area gets with trick-
or-treaters. And to all the neighbours who introduced 
themselves last year, we hope we recognize you—but 
if not, we’d love to meet you in the daylight sometime!

… & Goings
We, Karin Campa & Daryl Cook, came to 

Scarboro in the fall of 1983 to 1407 Shelbourne 
Street. In the first two years, we did a few renovations 
and expanded the kitchen. In March 1986, we got 
married in the living room of this house with our 
respective immediate families present. In 1987 we 
welcomed our first baby, Spencer, followed by our 
second son in 1989, Mitchell. Both boys attended 
Scarboro Play School and Sunalta School. The boys 
kept growing and we eventually felt as though we had 
outgrown this house.

In 1998 we bought a little bungalow on a corner lot 
at 402 Superior. We moved the bungalow and built 
a much larger home. The address changed to 1307 
Shelbourne Street. In March of 2001, we moved into 
this new home. 

Life brought us full circle. In 2020 we decided we 
no longer needed this beautiful larger home as both 
our boys had left home and established themselves 
elsewhere in Calgary. In March 2021 we decided to 
downsize and sold our home. We recently bought a 
condo in the inner city and look forward to moving in 
at the end of the year. 

Some of our best memories of Scarboro include 
getting married in our first home, bringing our 
two babies home from the hospital, and meeting 
a neighbor in 1988. We were both pregnant and 
relatively new to the neighborhood; we are still 
great friends and so are our children! We remember 
participating in many great Scarboro BBQs and 
Kid’s Days over the years. We’ve made many lasting 
friendships over the years through community 
activities like the babysitting co-op, bookclub and 
dinner club. 

We are Scott, Megan and Eddie, the Bishop/
Thompson family living at 359 Scarboro Aveune.  

 
We first discovered Scarboro when our good friends, 
the Muellers, moved into the neighbourhood. We fell 

Comings…
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Sunalta School, Our Neighbourhood School
by Christine McCrory
Principal, Sunalta School

With approximately 300 students and 25 staff, we’ve had an exceptional start to our year with 
positive energy, a growth mindset, and caring opportunities for our school to nurture a sense 

of belonging within an exceptional learning environment. And we warmly welcome our 50 bright and 
eager kindergarten students and their families.

We are truly grateful for the neighbourhood families who dug out trees and trimmed all of the shrubbery 
in our naturalization area, including the labyrinth and amphitheatre. What a gift to return to school 
with teachers able to bring students to the outdoor classroom! Our annual Terry Fox Day was a success 
as we ventured out into the community for an ‘adventure run’. We hope some of you were able to see 
our students running past your home, fundraising for cancer research. Many students dedicated their 
run to someone close to them or to Terry Fox. 

The week of September 27, our school will be taking part in discussions and activities to learn more about 
Truth and Reconciliation. Land-based learning through an environmental focus will be our school’s 
intention for this year. We would like to thank Ron Goodfellow, a steward at Shagannapi Park, for 
sharing the community plan for the area known as a riparian. Our staff learned about the reclamation 
of the land and the work that has been done to preserve and enhance this natural area. Students love 
walking over to the riparian and taking time to observe, sketch, discuss and honour this beautiful space. 

We love to connect with our community members and are delighted to receive comments and suggestions. 
If you are interested in contacting the school, please email us at sunalta@cbe.ab.ca.

Sunalta Staff, September 2021
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What beauties butterflies 
are—but how destructive 

some of them, or rather, their 
larvae, can be. Several plant 
groups, including the carrot 
family and herbs, are well 
pollinated by butterflies, but 
this year we seem to have had a 
huge increase in cabbage white 
butterflies—butterflies that love 
the cabbage (“brassica”) family 
of plants, which also includes 
the commercially important 
canola crop. In my garden, a 
shoot off an ornamental kale 
was devoured by larva, and I 
suspect it was from the cabbage 
white butterfly. Originally an 
old world native, it was brought 
into Quebec around 1860 and is 
now common in North America.

Many people are familiar with 

Milkweed has some interesting 
potential as an insulator, oil-
spill absorber, and sound 
insulator. We regard Monarchs 
as beautiful, but I find so many 
others are equally attractive. 
The Monarch’s orange colour is 
similar to that of fritillaries, but 
the decoration allows for easy 
differentiation.

I love to see various species 
of blue butterflies (difficult to 
photograph) on trails outside 
of tow, but it’s also amazing 
to see what can attract some 
butterflies. In this case, it’s an 
Angelwing (see photo) with the 
ability to find and enjoy salty 
sweat from a human wrist—
difficult to photograph the 
white comma on the underside 
while remaining still!

the migration distances and 
routes of the Monarch butterfly. 
Though we don’t often see the 
Monarchs here, it is primarily 
southern Alberta where they 
visit the province. One of 
their favourite places to leave 
their eggs is on some type of 
milkweed plant. According 
to John Acorn (Butterflies 
of Alberta), the eggs they lay 
here mature overwinter to fly 
some 3800 km south to west 
of Mexico City. One fascinating 
aspect of the visually attractive 
larvae is the ability to absorb 
some toxic chemicals from 
the milkweed that is retained 
in the adult butterflies and 
acts as a defense mechanism 
against predators—it can cause 
cardiac arrest in mammals if 
taken in sufficient quantities. 

Scarboro Garden Scene - Of Cabbages & Butterflies
by Glynn Wright

Cabbage White Butterfly Fritillary Butterfly Satyr Angelwing

CHAPTER 1 Five Little Indians, Michelle Good

CHAPTER 2 Shuggie Bain, Douglas Stuart

CHAPTER 3 The Boys in the Boat, Daniel James Brown

CHAPTER 4 The Keeper of Lost Things, Ruth Hogan
  The Plot, Jean Hanff Korelitz

CHAPTER 5 Shantaran, Gregory David Roberts

CHAPTER 6 Bone and Bread, Saleema Nawaz

CHAPTER 7 The Sound and the Fury, William Faulkner

Bookclub
Interested in joining a bookclub?
Email hello@scarborocommunity.com
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We our pleased to invite you to visit the Scarboro 
Digital History Archives that is now active on the 

SCA website, under the tab for ‘Heritage’. Neighbours 
and friends are having fun collecting new materials to 
add to the archives. The family that built our home in 
Scarboro generously put together a family history with 
photos and stories that will be added to the archives in 
coming weeks. It’s easy to browse and upload images and 
text. Please help us build the history of the community 
on the website. To discuss, please contact: tarra.drevet@
gmail.com. 

We are also pleased to announce that we’ve been 
awarded a Provincial Heritage Grant for a historical 
biographer to carry out an oral history project in 
Scarboro. Oral history means interviewing people for 
their memories and stories that helped to form our 

history. We are looking for individuals who have had a 
long association with Scarboro: growing up here, being a 
long-time resident, and families with multigenerational 
residence with stories and memories passed down from 
earlier times. The approach is to begin with interviewing 
older (current or former) residents to help us reach back 
as far as we can into Scarboro’s past. We are interested 
in all kinds of stories, such as family history, memories 
of neighbours and friends, and memorable events and 
incidents. The interviews will be recorded and digitized 
so they can become part of our community archives for 
future generations. 

If you or someone you know would be interested, contact 
our project historian David Mittelstadt at 587-227-9879 
or dbmittel@telus.net or Sharon Nettleton from the SCA 
board at (403) 861-5926 or snettleton@shaw.ca.

Planning Update
Digital History Archives & Oral History Project
by Tarra Drevet
Chair, Scarboro Planning Committee

Many neighbours know about the history of our 
neighbourhood, but here’s a quick recap of how lucky we are 
to live in Scarboro:

•  The Scarboro Historic District is a rare, fully executed 
and intact John Charles Olmsted (1852-1920) designed 
“Picturesque Suburb” in Calgary, and one of only three in 
Canada.

•  Scarboro is a residential suburb planned for and developed 
by the Canadian Pacific Railway Company at the height of 
the building boom between 1906 & 1913. Scarboro plants 
and trees were planned by William Roland Reader (1875-
1943), Calgary’s most influential Parks Superintendent 
and garden designer. 

•  In 1934, the Scarboro Community Club was established 
to provide and promote recreation, social interaction, 
a building, amateur games, dramatic and musical 
entertainment, dances and bridge parties that brought 
residents together. It remains today a vital source and 
focus of our strong community spirit.

•  Our homes reflect what was happening locally and 
internationally in the architecture evident in intact 
examples of Foursquare (Homestead), Prairie, Tudor 
Revival, Queen Anne Revival, Gothic Revival, Colonial 
Revival, Craftsman, and Ranch styles within our 
community. Which one is your house?

Next year, the National Association for Olmsted Parks 
https://olmsted200.org/ is marking the bicentennial of 
the birth of Frederick Law Olmsted (1822-1903), the father 
of John Charles, the designer of our neighbourhood. They 
have asked Scarboro to participate, so we are planning 
lots of neighbourhood and city activities to introduce our 
unique community to Calgarians. Anyone with an interest in 
working on existing or new programs with a bit of a Roaring 
’20s theme, a desire to add more heritage gardens in the 
community, or liaise with external groups to promote what 
Olmsted and Scarboro are all about, please join us! 

There are lots of ideas—a croquet game in the park, a skating 
party in costume, maybe chestnuts roasting on an open fire 
(fire regulations of course in place). With the wonderful 
heritage in this neighbourhood, we could create paid walking 
tours and garden tours to take people around our wonderful 
parks and historic homes. Want to design Scarboro historical 
streetlamp banners or entrances into our community? With 
ideas overflowing, we need enthusiastic volunteers. 

We have a budget in place and we are applying for grants, 
so please think about joining the Scarboro Olmsted Team 
for a fun-filled year, January to December 2022. Creative 
friends or family in other parts of Calgary who love history 
and organizing events are all welcome—this is a celebration 
for everyone! 

For more information, contact kgashus@yahoo.ca .

Support the Scarboro Olmsted Celebration
Calling all volunteers in 2022
By Karin Gashus
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by Blanka Kuhnel
We had a lot to talk about: academic career, languages, travel, literature, sewing. Books, baked goods, fabrics and finished garments were exchanged. 
And we drank Tio Pepe sherry. Last summer Peggy called me. “Come quick! There are little tigers in my yard!” A bobcat had a litter in the dense 
growth at the back of her garden and now the three cubs were playing on the lawn. We watched for a long time. I think of Peggy every time I look out 
into my yard scanning for a visiting bobcat. 

by Rebecca Tingle
I never knew Peggy before her nineties. We met when I brought her muffins, thinking I understood the pattern of such things: I’d provide, and my 
elderly neighbour would graciously accept. Instead, over subsequent months and years she surprised me with art, books in multiple languages, a 
whole rhubarb, fiercely amusing handwritten pages of her memories—in short, generous, bona fide friendship. 

by Kate Morriset
Peggy was fierce—fiercely opinionated, fiercely loyal, fiercely independent and fiercely knowledgeable and interesting.

by Sharon Nettleton
One of the founding members of Chapter 6 (formed 27 years ago), 
Peggy is remembered for her challenging viewpoints and her 
ability to enlighten our perspectives and expand our selection and 
knowledge of books, essays and anything in ‘the written word’. She 
encouraged us to read the classics, Canadian literature and history. 
When I think of Peggy, I recall her talents as a life-long teacher, 
her personal strengths and resilience, her thoughtfulness, critical 
thinking and ability to quickly analyze and integrate facts. She was 
an immensely proud Canadian.

by Katherine Sinex
I knew Peggy as a woman well into her 90s in possession of strong 
opinions, razor-sharp wit and a formidable intellect. She was 
completely unafraid of educating, challenging and straightening 
anyone out who needed to be straightened out. Peggy was a 
firecracker, a thread of living history and an inspiration. 

Greetings! With crisp mornings and fall colours, this is the time of year 
that our attention typically turns to our annual Fall Faire—and Scarboro 
Oatcakes. Unfortunately, due to the fourth wave of Covid and the 
pressure facing our hospitals and healthcare workers, we have decided 
not to host a Faire this year. Stay tuned for a possible Christmas-themed 
event, with details to come later. 

Even with the need for increased diligence, distancing, and dedication 
to protecting the health of our friends and neighbours, we are still able 
to continue with our hybrid in-person and online worship services every 
Sunday at 10:30am. This is because we took a careful approach to our own 
reopening guidelines, and still fall well within mandated restrictions. So 
come on over—with your mask—or log in at scarborounited.org. 

We are collecting cards for healthcare workers at the church this month. 
Feel free to drop off a card—homemade or store bought—in the mailbox 
at 134 Scarboro Avenue.

October 3rd is World Communion Sunday, after which we will be in 
Creation Time until the beginning of Advent next month.

scarborounited.org | office@scarborounited.ab.ca | 403-244-1161 

October at the Church
Scarboro United Church
by Laura Maloney
Manager, Scarboro United Church

Painting by Peggy Brydon

Remembering Peggy
Margaret Brydon
May 2, 1925 – August 20, 2021

By Peggy Brydon
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NEW TO SCARBORO?  Want to 
know how Scarboro works? Want a 
membership? Directory? Thinking 
of joining the dinner club? Or 
a bookclub? Drop us a line:  
hello@scarborocommunity.com 

BE AWARE! Residents at 1616 
Scotland Street had the catalytic 
converter from their Honda 
Element stolen (cut out) on or 
before September 12th when it was 
parked on the street out front. 
Apparently, this is on the rise in 
Calgary, so please be aware of the 
security of your house & vehicles to 
guard against theft & break-ins. 

CARDIO KLATSCH is starting 
in October (due to pandemic 
protocol changes). Older 
community members, especially 
Scarboro Coffee Klatchers, 
this class is for you! Class runs 
Mondays 2:30-3:30 pm starting 
October 18th, and is free for all SCA 
members. Pre-registration is 
required, including proof of 
vaccination. To register, please 
contact Erika at 403-831-6372 or 
doeringseis@outlook.com .

SCARBORO OUTDOOR 
BOOTCAMP survives rain, snow, 
sleet and a pandemic. Get in 
shape, have fun, meet friends and 
stay healthy exercising outdoors 
in our community. Mondays at 
7pm. For more details, email 
doeringseis@outlook.com .

VIRTUALLY  THE 
BEST CLASS EVER… stretch 
and tone online every Thursday 
7pm. For more details, email 
doeringseis@outlook.com.

NEED HELP? Babysitters, 
petsitters, snow shoveling, yard 
care available, with references, 
experience and qualifications!

• Bailey, a lifeguard, in Grade 
12 at Western, is available for 
babysitting, tutoring, swimming 
assistance, yard work and other 
neighbourhood jobs. Text 403-
620-0844.

•  Riley, a Ranger, in Grade 10 
French Immersion at Western, 
is available for babysitting, 
French tutoring, yard work 
and other neighbourhood jobs. 
Text 403-816-7824

• Carley, a Pathfinder, in 
Grade 7, has her babysitting 
certification and is available 
for babysitting, yard work and 
other neighbourhood jobs. Text 
403-975-6001.

NANNY NEEDED for a Scarboro 
family with 2 young children, aged 
3 (James) and 1 (Amelia). Full-time 
position starting in October. Please 
call Kate for further information at 
403-970-5283. 

LOOKING FOR GARAGE
SPACE TO RENT. Do you have 
a parking spot in your garage that 
you would like to rent out for the 
winter? We hope to find a parking 
spot for our tiny trailer; it’s about 
the size of a large SUV. Please call 
Dorothy at 403-998-1768.

BUYERS & SELLERS
IN SCARBORO I have 2 sets 
of buyers for our Scarboro 
area, and some sellers who are 
willing to sell. Call or text Larry 
Pallesen (Scarboro resident) at 
403-850-2530, Re/max Central 
Ltd.

CALL FOR STORIES Do you 
have stories about raising your 
family or growing up in the 
neighbourhood before 1970? If so, 
we would like to talk to you. The 
SCA is compiling stories about 
the neighbourhood and its homes 
as part of a historical project. 
Contact Sharon snettleton@shaw.
ca / 403-228-1562 or Carolyn 
carolynworks@shaw.ca / 403-
229-0860.

SCARBORO NEWS NEEDS 
A GRAPHIC DESIGNER for 
about 2-3 days each month—about 
the 23rd to 25th of the month–to 
put the newsletter content into 
its layout using InDesign. At 
least beginner-level knowledge of 
the program is necessary, with a 
desire to learn more about it. This 
program is asset on your resume 
because it, like Word, is becoming 
a basic computer tool in our 
modern world. For details, contact 
the editor at 403-606-7098 or 
editorsink@shaw.ca .

Community Board


