
SCARBORO TO BE PART OF AREA GROWTH PLAN  
Early 2020

The City of Calgary is proposing major changes for its 
Planning System.  Scarboro is due to become part of a 
“Multi-Community Area Plan” in early 2020.  What 
does this mean for our little established neighbourhood?  
A LOT. 

 

In 2009, the City of Calgary adopted a new Municipal 
Development Plan (MDP), which defined goals to 
increase density (50% more population growth in 
developed areas of Calgary) and to add more diversity, 
which translates into mixed-use residential forms.   

The tool for implementing the MDP’s targets is The 
Guidebook for Great Communities, which is a book full 
of policies that are changing the City’s Planning System 
and laying the foundation of a new Bylaw for “Local 
Neighbourhood Housing,” potentially in 2020.   

 

 

Developed Areas include the Inner City, the Established 
Areas (1950s-90s), as well as the Centre City.    

 

THE TARGET IS TO ADD 50% MORE 

POPULATION GROWTH TO DEVELOPED 

CALGARY FROM 2009 TO 2069. 

            
 

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 

Scarboro in 
Area 3 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
 

Chair of Planning for SCA (Tarra Drevet):  tarra.drevet@gmail.com  
 

City of Calgary websites:  

• Local Area Plans Approach  Summary: 
https://pubcalgary.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=33244  

• The Guidebook for Great Communities: https://www.calgary.ca/PDA/pd/Pages/Current-
studies-and-ongoing-activities/Developed-Areas-Guidebook.aspx 

• Plans to amend the Land Use Bylaw: https://www.calgary.ca/PDA/pd/Pages/Current-
studies-and-ongoing-activities/Toward-a-Renewed-Land-Use-Bylaw.aspx   

 



Scarboro is included in Area #3, along with: Sunalta, 
Bankview, Richmond/Knob Hill (to the east of 
Crowchild Trail), South Calgary, Garrison Woods, and 
Altadore.     

 

Area boundaries are defined by Main Streets or Primary 
Transit station/routes and rivers.  The new planning 
framework will enable improved infrastructure, transit, 
and help provide better access to services and amenities.  
It will greatly simplify existing plans, reduce red tape and 
realize development more quickly.  

 

What does this mean for Scarboro?  

Once the Multi-Community Area Plan is finalized 
(approved by Council), then City Planners will be able 
to approve applications for multi-family homes in 
Scarboro without the need for land use re-designation 
or community feedback.   

Developers will be able to buy property in Scarboro and 
build anything permitted by the area plan, ranging from 
single-family housing to townhouses or apartment 
buildings…  

 

 

 

We need to ask ourselves: 

What do you love about living in Scarboro?  

How do you feel about having multi-family 
developments built in this neighbourhood?  

Living in a planned district from the 1910s, designed by 
the famous Olmsted firm, do you want to retain the 
heritage character of the neighbourhood?  

How do we define a “heritage district”?  It is more than 
just old houses.  In Iconic Planned Communities and the 
Challenge of Change (2019), heritage areas are defined as 
the result of an “effort to translate optimal design into 
sustaining a common life that works for changing 
circumstances and new generations of residents . . . 
preservation efforts succeed best when they build upon 
foundational planning principles, address landscape, 
architecture, and social engineering together, and respect 
the spirit of place.”   

Does Scarboro have a spirit of place?  It certainly does.  

The Scarboro Planning Committee launched a 3-month 
Communication Plan with residents at the Nov.27th 
AGM.  The Committee has defined a communication 
process to support the interests of the Community and 
will ensure everyone's voice is heard.   

We’d like to hear from you.   

There will be several opportunities to learn more about 
Scarboro’s history and the City of Calgary’s growth 
plans in coming months.  Here are some key dates:  

 

~ Tarra Drevet  
Chair of Planning 

Scarboro Community Association 

Jan-Feb:  SCA website improvements;  
   Door-to-door outreach & conversations  

Wk. Jan.10:  Olmsted Event (heritage specialist)  

Wk. Jan.20:  Town Hall at Scarboro CA   

Wk. Feb.6:  Survey for Residents (short)  

Feb/March:  Results of Survey are communicated   

 

 



 


