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Dear Neighbours,
Summers seem to always fly by no matter 
what; Am I right? Can’t complain about 
the weather that has cooperated non-
stop and made for a wonderful summer 
in Calgary and any nearby destinations. 
With summer coming to an end, we are 
coming to terms that COVID is now 
impacting all aspects of life whether 

it be daily activities, shopping, eating, 
work, school, childcare, etc. Most of 
us will be making tough decisions, and 
sacrifices in order to continue to stay safe 
for ourselves, families, friends, and the 
greater community.

Our community association board 
will be back to regular board meetings 
starting in early September to continue 
to make decisions on re-scheduling 
and/or re-adjusting to have socially 
distanced events if they are possible.  
We will continue to post any updates 
on community events, the community 
centre, etc. via the community newsletter 
as well as e-blasts as updates are received 

from our health authorities.  
As always during these times, I hope 

that everyone can stay safe and also 
remember to help out those in need as 
COVID is exacerbating the problems of 
those in need.  Also, times continue to be 
trying for our local small businesses who 
need your support now more than ever as 
they continue to operate their businesses 
in very challenging times. Hope everyone 
has had a wonderful summer and look 
forward to better times ahead.

LEILA AND BRIE, FACE DONNED AND 
GLOVES CLEANING UP SCARBORO

STRANGE BALLOONS IN THE TRASH SUNALTA FENCE COLLAGE
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Clockwise from top left: LARGE YELLOW LADY’S SLIPPER, HIMALAYAN BLUE POPPY, 
DAHLIA & COLEUS IN CLAY POT, GLOBE FLOWER 
Image credit: Glynn Wright

GLYNN WRIGHT  

Because of the limited offerings of 
perennials in garden centres in town this 
spring, at one store, I bought a healthy 
pot of annual dahlias, something I have 
never bought before (in the past I passed 
them by, knowing I was not going to put 
enough time into nursing them through 
the winter), but “beggars can’t be 
choosers”; the other annual I rarely buy 
is a coleus. I admit I forced them both 
roughly into a pot without too much care 
of the soil I was using. Wonderfully, they 
both exceeded my expectations.

The surprise success this spring is the 
Himalayan Blue Poppy, the Meconopsis 
betonicifolia species (M. grandis needs 
more tender care). They are apparently 
easy to grow in Canada’s milder eastern 

SCARBORO GARDEN SCENE

Accidental Successes
provinces and in B.C. Interesting as they 
are, probably a mass of them would make 
a lot more impact, but hail occurrences 
would be a concern. Our cool wet spring 
after a fall/winter period in which many 
shrubs did not fare well (an abrupt 
temperature drop probably did not let the 
shrubs “prepare” for winter) resulted in 
cedars, spireas, shrubby cinquefoil and 
roses showing lots of winter kill or even 
dying completely, yet some perennials 
are doing well, the Large Yellow Lady’s 
Slipper for instance.

For reduced time spent on 
maintenance, mulch is a great tool. 
Mulches can be organic or inorganic: 
the term refers to any covering of loose 
material used to protect soil and plants 
but normally refers here to tree bark 
pieces, but the coarser pieces are hard 

to dig through with a garden fork. Bark 
nuggets seem to work well in Scarboro: 
they moderate temperature changes, 
retains moisture, do not give wind-blown 
seeds a sturdy foothold, and eventually 
break down to add organic matter to our 
soil. This should not be a surprise … but I 
was pleased at how successful the method 
seems to be for weeding … and the mulch 
can provide an appealing background 
that allows other plants to show off.  The 
last surprise delight this spring was to see 
globe flowers do so well in a shady spot 
after they were rescued from the base of a 
juniper. It’s good to be lucky!

Editors’ note: Glynn submitted this 
article in June. As summer fades into 
autumn, his photos are still beautiful to 
share, and heed his wise words about 
mulch as fall garden tasks begin!

.
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Planning & 
Development Update
TARRA DREVET
CHAIR OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

As the City of Calgary is changing its Planning System, here 
is a brief overview of the changes coming up and what has 
happened over the past couple of months.  

CHANGES TO CALGARY’S PLANNING SYSTEM 
 » Municipal Development Plan (MDP) and Calgary 

Transportation Plan (CTP) updates. 
 » NEW approach: 42 Districts proposed, instead of one area 

plan for each of 200+ communities, each district to have its 
own multi-community “local area plan.” 

 » In 2020: five local area plans have been launched, involving 
approximately 50 communities. 

 » New policies to create area plans are not yet made  
statutory (lots of community push-back); local area plans 
lack the granularity of existing statutory and non-statutory 
plans, which will be rescinded at the end of the area 
planning process. 

 » New bylaw for low-density residential — not yet released 
 — that could combine R-C1, R-C2, R-CG and M-CG into 
one zone, thereby changing density and height restrictions 
in all communities.  Once the new bylaw is approved, small 
apartment buildings could be built next to single detached 
homes without the need for land use re-designation or the 
feedback of residents. 

 » The aim is to add 50% of future population growth to 
Developed Calgary by 2069. 

RECENT UPDATES TO MUNICIPAL PLANNING POLICIES 
The Guidebook for Great Communities, policies to be used 
for the new approach to multi-community area planning, was 
meant to go to Council on April 27, 2020. and could have been 
made statutory at that time. City Council was going ahead with 
the Public Hearing on April 27 in spite of the pandemic and 
the City’s lock-down. A letter was sent to the Mayor and to all 
Councillors on behalf of 42 Communities in seven City Wards, 
requesting a postponement of The Guidebook hearing until 
normal operations returned.  The request for postponement  
was granted.  

Council referred The Guidebook and the North Hill 
plan (“pilot”) back to the Committee for Planning & Urban 
Development (PUD) for consideration on July 15. Following 
passionate debate, the motion carried was to perform revisions 
on The Guidebook and the North Hill plan over the next  
several months: 
 » Nine items to be addressed: community character; parks and 

open space frontage; better integration between urban form 
typologies and MDP typologies; on-street parking; urban 
tree canopy; heritage tools and incentives; climate change; 
additional policy guidance for housing forms in specific 
areas (low density residential areas); scale modifications 
enabling a local area plan to modify the maximum number 
of storeys in an assigned scale category; 

 » Rework of urban form categories, with a bit of engagement; 
 » Presenting a “scope” for the new land use bylaw, impacting 

low-density residential areas; 
 » Council vote by January 2021.  

AMENDMENTS TO MDP AND CTP
 » Communities requested a deferral of public engagement on 

the MDP/CTP revisions in early April (letter signed by 31 
Communities across seven wards); postponement granted;

 » Scarboro’s Planning Committee sent an eight-page letter 
with detailed concerns about the proposed revisions to the 
MDP in June;  

 » Itemized responses to concerns were received, followed by 
lots of further amendments in July;  

 » Final “draft” of MDP to be shared with Community 
Associations the week of August 17; changes to be brought 
to the Committee for PUD on October 7; expected to go to 
Council on November 2.   

NEW HERITAGE POLICIES: “APPROVED” ON JULY 28
Vote 7-6 in favour
 » These policies will apply to streetscapes (block-faces).  

There is no heritage policy proposed for Main Streets 
at this time. A block-face is one side of a street between 
two street corners or other geographic boundaries. 25% 
historic properties on block face: all new construction 
would be discretionary, requiring a design review; this 
applies to all properties (including non-heritage) within the 
identified streetscape. 50% historic properties on block face: 
mandatory architectural controls and regulations would 
apply to all properties; creation of a “direct control district,” 
the highest level of control offered.

CHAIR OF SCARBORO PLANNING COMMITTEE’S 
INVOLVEMENT WITH MUNICIPAL PLANNING:
 » Member of Urban Planning Committee – Federation of 

Calgary Communities (by invitation) 
 » Board Director of Calgary Heritage Initiative (CHI) 
 » Member of Calgarians for Heritage Districts (CFHD) 
 » Member of the Inner City Coalition (ICC) 
 » Member of targeted Guidebook sessions – focused on 

improving the clarity and usability of the Urban Form 
Categories (UFCs) within the Guidebook for Great 
Communities  (by invitation) 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
I want to especially thank the following members of the  
Planning Committee for helping during a time when we all 
wanted to be doing something other than engaging with 
municipal planning law: 
 » Karin Gashus 
 » Brent Fraser 
 » Lyndsay Campbell 
 » Jeanie Gartly (heritage conservationist).

We’re fortunate to be working with talented people who 
care about future development in our community and their 
leadership made a huge difference. 

WHERE WE’RE AT NOW
 » The West Elbow Communities Local Area Plan (our area 

plan) is delayed in light of the work plan to improve The 
Guidebook’s policies and fill in gaps to the North Hill plan.

 » The Heritage Policies just approved on July 28 will be 
applied to Scarboro in the creation of its local area plan.

 » The Planning Committee will be updating the Scarboro 
Community Association’s webpages on Planning & 
Development to give more detail about heritage streetscapes 
in Scarboro.

 » Scarboro’s Planning Committee supports a citywide 
Communications Campaign to advocate for heritage district 

13

28
29

26

42

40

31

11

39

41 37

38

7

8

32

33

3534

36

23

12

10 1

25

20

18

22

30

27

21

5

17
15 16

14

19

24

9

2/3

6
4

LRT Alignment

Blue

Blue/Red

Red

Green

Multi-Community Local Area Plan Map

*area boundaries may change subject to further review

SIDEWALKS

CURVILINEAR



5

policies.  Currently, the City of Calgary does not have a 
policy to protect “Heritage Districts,” including private and 
public assets:  historic layout of subdivisions (like Scarboro), 
parks, streetscapes, heritage trees & landscaping patterns, 
buildings and main streets.  

WHAT IS A HERITAGE DISTRICT? REMINDER:
 » Heritage Districts do NOT entail designating individual 

houses. Individuals can still renovate their homes, tear 
down their homes and build new homes. Research shows 
that homes in heritage districts hold their value better than 
houses outside the designated area.  

 » Heritage Districts DO define an area boundary. Typically, 
a unifying theme is found throughout the area, while 
patterns of development on either side of those boundaries 
often become increasingly different. They DO entail 
guidelines for neighbourhood improvements that would be 
compatible with the goals for preserving the character of the 
neighbourhood.  A designation by municipal bylaw would 
be registered on title of each affected property within the 
heritage district.  

NEXT STEPS
 » There will no survey about Scarboro’s character-defining 

elements until a Statement of Significance is submitted 
to Heritage Calgary for the consideration of Scarboro 
on the City’s Inventory of Evaluated Historic Resources.  
(Estimated timeframe is end of 2020.) 

 » Policies to protect “Heritage Districts” in Calgary would 
make it much easier for Scarboro to define and maintain its 
neighbourhood character:  the focus of advocacy over the 
months to come. 

ORAL HISTORY
 » Volunteers in the community have started documenting  

oral histories.  
 » The Planning Committee is aiming to set up an archive and 

give residents access to materials. 
 » We’re looking for old maps, images, letters…!  
 » If you would like to contribute to 1, 2 or 3 oral histories of 

families and houses in the neighbourhood, it would be much 
appreciated!

 » The oral history project might lead to an exhibition at 
the Glenbow Museum in 2022 (posters, sound, videos), 
coinciding with the bicentennial (birth) of Frederick 
Law Olmsted, Senior and an extensive communications 
campaign led by the National Association for Olmsted Parks.   

For questions and comments, please contact planning@
scarborocommunity.com

Our community is not 
defined by proximity
LAURA MALONEY
MANAGER | SCARBORO UNITED CHURCH

This month we are beginning to welcome some of our tenants 
back into the church building, in compliance with AHS 
guidelines. Each request is being handled on a case by case 
basis. We are happy to welcome a new tenant, Seedling Early 
Learning, who are offering Spanish immersion & bilingual full-
day childcare programming, starting this month. 

Our Sunday worship services continue to be offered live 
online at 10:30am. Log on for travel adventure stories on 
Tuesdays, and social time on Thursdays at 7:30pm. Links for all 
of these gatherings can be found on our website. 

On Sunday, Sep 6 Calgary’s Affirming Network of Faith 
Communities along with Affirming Connections will be hosting 
a Citywide Pride Service, live at 10am on Facebook and 
Youtube. In lieu of the traditional Pride Parade, there is a ton 
of content online at calgarypride.ca as they celebrate the 30th 
anniversary of Calgary Pride.

If you would like to connect with us, if you have questions, 
or if you just want to say hi, Laura is back in the office, Monday 
to Friday: office@scarborounited.ab.ca | 403-244-1161 | 
scarborounited.org | @scarborounited | united in diversity

++   +++           ++   +      +   ++           +

________________________________________
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

SEPTEMBER COFFEE KLATSCH 
  

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
________________________________________

September 15, 2020

Weather permitting, the Coffee Klatsch will meet outdoors at 
the Scarboro Community Hall.

Bring your own mask and coffee and we’ll see you at the Hall on 
September 15 from 10 AM - noon. 

Let’s catch up – albeit it at a social distance – after a beautiful 
summer. 

Kate Morisset
Sharon Nettleton 

Cathy Smith 

+           ++   +      +   ++           +++   ++
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Starting October 1, 
remember to tag your 
extra garbage bags
WASTE & RECYCLING SERVICES
THE CITY OF CALGARY

Starting October 1, if you have an extra bag of garbage that 
won’t fit in your City black cart, you’ll need to buy a garbage tag. 
Tags are $3 each and available at participating convenience and 
grocery stores or online. 

 How to use garbage tags:
1.  Fill your black cart first.
2.  Place extra garbage in a bag and wrap a tag around the knot 

on top of the bag.
3.  On collection day, set the bag 0.5 metres (2 feet) from your 

black cart.
We encourage everyone to look at what you are buying 
 and throwing away to find ways to reduce waste. Sorting 
materials correctly helps maximize the use of all three carts 
(blue, green, black).

 Learn more at calgary.ca/garbagetag

Book Club CHAPTER 1 Maybe You Should 
Talk to Someone, Lori Gottlieb
CHAPTER 2 The Lost Man, Jane 
Harper
CHAPTER 3 The Tipping Point, 
Malcolm Gladwell
CHAPTER 4 Talking to Strangers, 
Malcolm Gladwell
CHAPTER 5 Homegoing, Yah Gyasi
CHAPTER 6 Americanah, 
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
CHAPTER 7 White Fragility, Robin 
DiAngelo
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Built with Integrity and Leadership 
Custom Architectural Design
Long term Trade Relations
Impeccable Detail
Established in 1994 

COVID-19: tips for back to school 2020
Tips from chief nurse to help kids navigate changes and questions

HCA TODAY
EXCERPTED

The CDC endorses face coverings as an important COVID-19 
mitigation strategy, and some schools have opted to include 
masks in their back-to-school safety plan. While getting kids 
to wear masks can be tricky, Laura-Anne Cleveland, associate 
chief nursing officer at HCA Healthcare’s Rocky Mountain 
Hospital for Children offers the following tips to help:

The best advice we can give is to start practicing. Don’t expect 
things to be perfect at first, but know that the more they wear 
masks, the more comfortable they will start to feel in it. By 
practicing at home, you give them a safe space to take it off for 
a break as needed.

BUILD MASK ENDURANCE
As with any new habit, we recommend starting small. By 
starting in increments, you can see how they are tolerating it 
and build up accordingly. It is also particularly important to 
practice early if you have a child with sensory issues. Try to 
find a comfortable mask and reward them for the time they 
wear it by doing fun things while they have it on.

MAKE IT FUN
In addition to doing entertaining activities while wearing a 
mask, you can also make the mask itself fun by having your 
child decorate it to make it their own. If it’s a paper mask, they 
can use stickers. If it’s fabric, they can use fabric paint on the 
outside. Find fabrics that reflect their personality, like their 
favorite sports team or superhero. You can even attach wings 
to them if you want to be an angel or something similar. The 
masks should be something children enjoy wearing.

EXPLAIN THE ‘WHY’
Talk to them about germs and how the mask can prevent them 
from spreading viruses. Older kids may have reservations 
because they think it is not cool or they are afraid it will 
contribute to acne, so it’s important to discuss the why behind 
wearing a mask so they are armed with information if they 
experience peer pressure to stop wearing it. The CDC has some 
great tips on how you can discuss COVID-19 with your kids, 
including remaining calm and reassuring.

DISCUSS BREAKS
It’s important for parents to have a discussion with children 
to make sure they understand that if they need to take the 
mask off for a breather at school, to make sure they are away 
from people.

SUPPORTING MENTAL HEALTH DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR
As kids return to school, it’s important to keep an eye out for 
stress and anxiety in your child that could be a result of these 
changes. This can take shape in many different ways, including 
an increase in physical symptoms, changes in sleep patterns, 
continually seeking reassurance despite already receiving an 
answer and acting out.

It is important that adults manage their own emotions 
regarding the pandemic and remain calm, listen to their 
children’s concerns, speak kindly and reassure them. In order 
to help support your child’s mental health about the changes 
at school as a result of COVID-19, parents should:

 » Encourage conversation about the new protocols and safety 
rules

 » Practice the new safety rules before starting school
 » Acknowledge and validate the child’s feelings if they are 

scared or anxious
 » Reassure the child that a lot of adults are working hard to 

keep everyone safe

If your child’s behaviors persist despite the above 
interventions, consider contacting a counselor such as an 
advanced practice nurse, a social worker, a licensed practical 
counselor or a psychiatrist for further evaluation.

https://hcatodayblog.com/2020/07/30/back-to-school-
2020-tips-for-returning-during-covid-19/
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Community Board

CHARMING HOME FOR SALE AT 335 
SHARON AVE SW Well-maintained 
character home has an updated 
kitchen and a light and bright fully 
developed basement. For more 
information contact kirstentuer@
gmail.com.

LOOKING FOR A NEWER HOUSE IN 
SCARBORO, ideally up to 25 years old. 
Local Scarboro family looking for a larger 
house in the community that has min 4 
bedrooms (or potential to have them). 
Please contact Gord or Daniela if you are 
considering moving or downsizing. Cell: 
587-892-1470.

LOCAL SCARBORO FAMILY THAT HAS 
OUTGROWN THEIR CURRENT HOUSE 
is looking for a larger and newer home 
in the community. Open to suggestions. 
Hoping to find something soon. Please 
contact Daniela or Gord 587-892-1470 is 
you are thinking of downsizing/moving 
and have a place to offer.

BEAUTIFUL CHARACTER HOME FOR 
SALE @ 111 SCARBORO AVE SW. Fully 
renovated 5BR, 2.5 bath in 2735+ sq ft 
living space. Call Norma-Jean @ 403-
470-5082 for a viewing!

BOOTCAMP Come and sweat your 
stuff safely in the great outdoors with 
bootcamp classes Mondays 7 – 7:45 pm. 
Rain or shine, snow or sun. Dress in 
layers, bring water and a mat or towel. 
Social distancing and health protocol 
rules in effect. Classes run Sept. 7 to Nov. 
30. $80 for the session. OR sign up for 

fall and winter for only $130. For details 
email doeringseis@outlook.com or text 
403-831-6372.

STRETCH AND TONE Coming your way 
this fall on Thursday evenings.  More 
details to follow.  If you are interested, 
email doeringseis@outlook.com or text 
403-831-6372.

ARE YOUR KIDS DOING THE HUB 
ONLINE LEARNING THIS FALL? Are 
you interested in getting them 
outdoors for some fun physical 
activities with other kids? Right now, 
we are trying to organize a group 
of 6-8 students in grades 1-5 for 
classes on Wednesday and Friday 
afternoons for 1 or 1.5 hour sessions. 
The classes will involve dance, 
gymnastics, Parkour or other fun 
outdoor activities and will take place 
in parks in Sunalta. If interested, 
please contact Melanie at 
mkloetzel@gmail.com

BABYSITTERS/PET WALKERS Bailey is 
in grade 10, has taken her babysitting 
course and is a junior Girl Guide leader. 
Riley is in grade 8, has taken her 
babysitting course and is also a junior Girl 
Guide leader. Contact ringseis@shaw.ca

BABYSITTER AVAILABLE Hi I’m Paige. 
I’m 15 and enrolled in Western Canada 
High School. I’ve completed the Red Cross 
babysitting, CPR, first aid, and home alone 
courses. I also have two younger siblings. 
You can contact me at (403) 689-5425 or 
paigeselley@icloud.com.

CONTINUED GRATITUDE AND THANKS 
to healthcare workers, front line works 
and first responders! At 7pm, remember 
to ALL go out onto our porches, patios or 
balconies and give a cheer!

SCARBORO PRESCHOOL HAS SPACES 
AVAILABLE IN BOTH 3 YEAR OLD AND 
4 YEAR OLD CLASSES.
We are a fully inclusive program that 
embraces the journey of learning 
through the early years. With a passion 
for introducing students to the love of 
learning, we expose our students to early 
literacy, physical literacy, number sense, 
beginning French, fine arts, science, and 
much more. We are nestled in the heart 
of Scarboro Community, operating out 
of Sunalta school since the 1980’s where 
the children are incorporated in a school 
community.

For more information contact:
scarborpreschool@gmail.com
Tel: (403) 560-4881

Explore. Wonder. Grow.

ScARBORO
 PREScHOOL

FOUR EXAMPLES OF THE VISUAL SCORES OF ROMAN HAUBENSTOCK-RAMATI


